
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



_^.yw-iV'w^.*<- 



LETTERS 



Of the Right HoNOURABtB 



LadyM--yW — y M-— -c. 



Vol. I. 



' LETTERS 

Of the Right Honourable 

Lady M--yW---y M^^^-^'t: 

Written, during her Travels in 

EUROPE, ASIA AND AFRICA, 
*:; • TO 

!j Perfons of Diftinftion, Men of Letters, •&€• 
'\ [} in different Parts of Europe. 

WHICH CONTAIN, 

Amons: other curious Relations, 

•^- .Accounts ofthe POLICY and MANNERS 
j! • : • of the TURKS; 

t." Prawn from Sources that have been inacceffible to 



i. . 


other Travellers. 




. In three volumes. 


• 


VOL. L 




• 


r 


LONDON: 



Printed for T. Becket and P. . A. D B 
HoNDT, in the Strand. MD.CCLXIIL . . 










•;^*^:i 



PREFACE, 

B Y A 

LADY. 

Written in 1724. 

IW A S going, like common edi- 
tors, to advertife the reader of 
the beauties and excellencies of 
the work laid before him : To tell 
him that the illuftrious author had 
opportunities, that other travellers, 
whatever their quality or curiofity 
may have been, cannot obtain > and 
a genius capable of making the beft 
improvement of every opportunity. 
A 3 But 



vi PREFACE. 

But if the reader, after perufing one 
letter only, has not difcernment to 
diftinguifli that natural elegance, that 
delicacy of fentiment and obfervation, 
that eafy gracefulnefs, and lovely 
fimplicity (which is the perfedion of 
writing) and in which thefe Letters 
exceed all that has appeared in this 
kind, or almoft in any other, let him 
lay the book /iown, and leave it to 
thofe who have. 

The noble author had the good- 
nefs to lend me her M. S. to fatisfy 
my curiofity in fome inquiries I had 
made concerning her travels; and 
when I had it in my hands, bow was 
it poflible to part with it ? I once 
had the vanity to hope I might ac- 
quaint the public, that it owed this 

invaluable 



PREFACE. vii 

inyaiuable treafure to my importuni- 
tacs. Bat alas ! the moft ingenious 
author has condenined it to obfcurity 
' during her life 3 and conviftion, as 
well as deference, obliges me to 
yield to her reafons. However, if 
thefe Letters appear hereafter when 
I am in my grave, let this -attend 
them, in teftimony to pofterity, 
that among her cotemporaries, one 
woman, at leaft, was juft to her 
merit. 

There is not any thing fo excel- 
lent, but fome will carp at it, and 
the rather, becaufe of its excellency. 
But to fuch hypercritics, I fhall only 

/rtWT ^ "V ▼ "Sr ^ ^ TT ▼ 

A 4 ' I con- 
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I confefs, I am malicious enough 
to defire, that the world fhould fee, 
to hovr much better purpofe the 
LADIES travel than their 
LORDS; and that, whilft it is 
furfeited with Mak^Travels, all in 
the fame tone, and ftuft with the 
fame trifles ; a lady has the fkill to 
ilrike out a new path, and to em^ 
bellifh a worn-out fubjcdt, with 
variety of frefh and elegant entertain- 
ment. For befides the vivacity and 
fpirit which enlivens every part, and 
that inimitable beauty which fpreads 
through the whole 5 befldes the 
purity of the ftyle, for which it may 
be juftly accounted the flandard of 
the Englifli tongue ; the reader will 
find a more true and accurate ac- 
count of the cuftoms and manners 0/ 

th/ 



PREFACE. « 

the feveral nations, with whom this 
lady converfed, than he can in any 
other author. But as her ladyfliip's 
penetration difcovers the inmoft fol- 
lies of the heart, fo the candour of 
her temper pafled over them with an 
air of pity rather than reproach ; 
treating with the politencfs of a 
court, and the gentlenefs of a lady, 
what the feverity of her judgnicnt 
could not but condemn. 

In fliort, let her own fex, at lead, 
do hpr juftice, lay afide diabolical 
Envy, and its Brother Malice *, 

♦ This fair and elegant prefacer, has refolv- 
cd, that Malice fliould be of the Mafculine 
Gender : I believe it is both Mafculine and 
Femifiine^ and I heartily wifli it were Neuter. 

with 
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with all. their accurfed company^ 
fly whifpering, cruel back-blting^ 
fpiteful detraction, and the reft oP* 
that hideous crew, which I hope 
are very falfeJy faid to attend the 
Tea-Tabky being more apt to think 
they frequent thqfe public places 
where virtuous women nev^r come. 
Let the men malign one another, 
if they think fit; and ftrive to pull 
down merit when they cannot 
equal it. Let us be better natured, 
than to give way to any unkind or 
difrefpedful thought of fo bright an 
ornament of our fex, merely becaufe 
ihe has better fenfe; for I doubt 
not but our hearts will tell us, that 
this is the real and unpardonable of- 
fence. 
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fence, whatever may be pretended. 
Let us be better Chriftians, than to 
look upon her with an evil eye, 
only becaufe the giver of all good 
gifts has entrufted and adorned her 
with the moft excellent talents. Ra- 
ther let us freely own the fupe- 
riDrity of this fublime genius, as I 
do in the fincerity of my ioul, 
pleafed that a woman triumphs, and 
proud to follow in her train. Let 
us offer her the palm which is fo 
juftly her due ; and if we pretend 
to any laurels, lay them willingly at 
her feet. 



December i8, lV>f - A 
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Charm'd into love of what obfcures my- 

fame. 
If I had wit, I'd celebrate her hame, 
And all the beauties of her mind procla 
Till Malice, deafen'd with the mighty found. 
It's ill-concerted calumnies confound ; 
' Let fall the mafk, and with pale Envy meet. 
To afk and find, their pardon at her feet. 

You fee. Madam, how I lay every 
thing at your feet. As the tautology 
fhews the poverty of my genius, it 
likewifc (hews the extent of your 
empire over my imagination. 

May 31, 1725. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

O F T H E 

EDITOR. 

1"^ H E editor of thefe Letters, who 
during his refidcnce at Venice, 
was honoured with the efteem 
and friendfhip of their ingenious and ele- 
gant author, prefents them to the pub- 
lick, for the two following reafons. 

F/r/?, Becaufe it was the manifeft in- 
tention of the late Lady M — y W— - — y 
M e, that this selbct collec- 
tion of her Letters fhould be comnra- 
nicated to the public; an intention de- 
clared, not only to the Editor, but to a 
few more chofen friends, to whom 

flic 
8 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

. (he gave copies of thefe incompara 
Letters. 

The fecond and principal reafon t 
has engaged the Editor to let this ( 
leftion fee the light, is, that the pu 
cation of thefe Letters will be an imm 
tal' monument to the memory of L; 

M y W' y, and will fhew, 

long as the Englifh language enduj 
tHc fprighdinefs of her wit, the folic 
of her judgment, the extent of 
knowledge, the elegance of her ta 
and the excellence of her r<?^/ charade 

The SELECT coLLECTiox, here pi 
lifhed, was faithfully tranf ribed fr 

the original manufcript of her ladyfhij 
Venice. 

The Letters f om Ratijbofiy Vien 
Drefden^ Peterwaradwy Belgrade^ Ad) 

no 
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nople^ ' Conp.antinople^ Pera^ Tunisy Ge- 
noa^ Lyons and Paris^ are, certainly, 
the mod curious and interefting part of 
this publication, and both in point of 
matter and form^ are, to fay no more of 
them, Angularly worthy of the curiofity 
and attention of all men of taftCy and 
even of all women of fafi'Aon., As to thofe 
female readers, who read for improve- 
ment, and think their beauty an infipid 
thing, if it is not feafoned by intcllecflual 
charms, they will find in thefe Letters 
what they feek for, and will behold in 
their author, an ornament and model to 
their fex. 
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LEtTER L 

To the CountefsoF 



Rotterdattty Aug. 3. t). S, 17 16. 

I FLA Trek inyfdf fdcur (ifter) 
tbat I ihall give. yOu fomi^ ple^re m 
letting jrou Jcnotr that. I have fafely {Mflbd 
th^ Tea^ . ctiough we had t)ie ill fortune 4£ 
a fiiorm. We were periua^ed by the 
€ap(aia of theyatcht tx) ietout in a calis^ 
and be- jprcf£n(ted there was nocbipg ib 
cafy as to tide tc over» but, after two 
^ys flowly moving^ the wind blew fo 
bardt that none of the iaik)rs could Jceep 
their feet, aod we were all Sunday* nij^t 
<o(8ed very bandibmely . t never Aw s^ 
yot. I. B. oian 



man more frighted than the captain. For 
my. part, I have been fo lucky, neither 
to fufFer from fear nor fea-ficknefs ; tho% 
I confefs, I was fo impatient to fee myfelf 
once more upon dry land, that I would 
not ftay till the yatcht could get to Rot- 
ierdamy but went in the long-boat to 
Helvoetjluys^ where we had voitures f 
carry us to the BrieL I was charmed with 
the neatnefs of that little town ; but ifty 
arrival at Rotterdam^ prefented me a new 
fcene of pleafure. All the ftreets are 
paved with broad (tones, and before 
• many of the mcarieft artificers doors are 
placed feats of various coloured marbles, 
fo neatly kept, that Til affure you, I 
walked almoft all over the town yeftcrday, 
incognito J in my flippers, without re- 
ceiving one fpot of dirt ; and you may 
fee the Dutch maids wafhihg the pave- 
«cnc -of the ftreet, with more applica- 

lion 



tion than ours do our bed-cliambers. 
The town feems fo full of people, with 
fiy:h bufy faces, all in motion, that I 
can hardly fancy it is not fome celebrated 
fair 5 but I fee it is every day the fame. 
'Tis certain no town can be moread- 
vantageoufly fituated for commerce. 
Here are feven large canals, on which 
the merchants (hips come up to the very 
doors of their houfes. The (hops and 
warehoufes are of a furprizing neatnels 
and magnificence, filled with an incredi- 
ble quantity of fine merchandize, and fo 
much cheaper than what we lee in Eng* 
land, that I have much ado to petfuade 
myfelf I am ft ill fo near it. Here is 
neither dirt nor beggary to be fdtn. One 
is not fhocked with thofe loathfome crip- 
ples, fo common in London, nor teized 
with the importunity of idle fellows and 
wencfees, that chufe to be nafty and lazy. 
B 2 The 



TKe tomtTKm ienrams md Utile (h<^ 
Woitien> hti'C) ^u^ inoif tifcriy clftt, thw 
moftdfourbdks^, ffidtbe great vaiietjr 
df nctt drtifes (cvtiry ^TVOttian d^cffing her 
faestd ifeer her own fm(bioii>i9anaiddN% 
tkmalj^faafiire in^ feehig the cown. Tou 
tey MriiOKCOi I make no tomphints, 
dear fifter» and^ if I oonthiue to like 
tfwtHhig;, as well atl doarpxefent, I 
flndlflor repent inf proyeft. It will go a^ 
gtcax way in making me &tisficd with it| 
if it aflfords mt adi opporttmity of cntei> 
eaiafag yoa« Bat it is not firom Hol^ 
land, ^Jtmrmj&txp^&zdijbuerefted 
tfier. I can writeenough, in the (life of 
RoKerdanii to tpU you plainly, in one 
won], that I expcSt lecuras of all the 
London news. You fee I have alitady 
kam^t to make a good bargain, and that 
it is not ibr nothing I will fo much a^ 
tell you> I am> Your aSedionate lifter. 

t L E Tt 



LET TER H. 

To. Mr5. S. •.H,-^,,.^-.— 

i%ar^, Avg. 5, O. S. 4716. 

IM A K£ j^^fte to ceUyou, .dear Ma«- 
daoi, that after «U jcbe ^ijeadiM hh 
tigues yov threatoe^ me, witb, I a(9 
hitberte very wcH fki$M ^h wy jowrr 
My. We take <3are.*to iMfce (iich 4hQ)t 
ftages every <iay, liiac I rather fkiKf 
inyfetfi upon parties of pkafure, tbw 
4>pon tbexoad,, aod fure Mihtng can be 
more agreeaUe tlian traveUing in HoV 
laad. r-he whofe couoiry. appe^ a 
iiM^ge gaidtfii; the ro2^ a3 v^ p^vec)^ 
ihaded oik each fide with rows of trecSf 
and bordered witfailat^canaftsy foHiof 
boats^ pafllng and repafllng. Everf 
twenty paces ghM yog the prolped of 
Bj ibiac 
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fomc laHa, and every four hours, .that 
of a large town, fo furprifingly neat, I 
am fure you would be charmed with 
them. The place I am now at, is cer- 
tainly one of the fined villages in the 
world. Here are feveral fquares finely 
built, and, (what I think a particular 
beauty) the whole fet with thick large 
trees. The Voor-bcut is, at the fame 
time, the Hide Park and Mall of the 
people of quality ; for they take the air 
in it both on foot and in coaches. There 
are (hops for wafers, cool liquors, &c. 
I have been to fee feveral of the mod ce- 
lebrated gardens, but I will not teize you 
with their dcfcriptions. I dare fwear you 
think my letter already long enough. 
But I muft not conclude without beg- 
ging your pardon, for not obeying your 
commands, in fending the lace you or- 
dered me. Upon my word I can yet 
• find 



[7] 
find none, that is not dearer than you 
may buy it in London. If you want any 
India goods, here are great variety of 
penny-worths, and I ihall follow your 
orders with great pleafure and exaftnefs, 
being, 

Dear Madam, &c, &c. 
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LET T ER m. 

To Mrs. S. C. 

Nimiiguenf Aug. i J* O. S. 1 71 6f; 

I AM extremely forry, my dear S. 
chat your fears of difobliging your 
relations, and their fears for your health 
and fafety, have hindered me from en- 
joying the happinefs^f your company, 
and you the pkafure of a diverting jour^ 
ney. I receive Ibme degree of mortificaT 
tion from every agreeable novelty, or plea- 
fing profpeft, by the refleftion of your 
having fo unluckily milled the delight 
vrhich I know it would have given you. 
If you were with me in this town, you 
would be ready to expefl to receive vifits 
from your Nottingham friends. No two 
pltfts yreie ever mort sicmbling \ one 

has 



i9l 
bM^ut to give the MMefe tHe name of die 
7)reniti and tfacne is no diftinguifhthg the • 
pnofpeft* Tbe faDu&i^. like tbofe cf - 
Nmingbams are built boc aixjve an- 
och^r, aiNliare intennixcd, . in the fame 
naatmer, with trees ibd ginden^ Tb^* 
Xovtr, thfcy aXiJidius Ct/ar^i^ hkstKs' 
fiim^litcittKm' ^\tkk PfotPi^ban^ C^tl^i 
and I cannot help feneying I Tee from it,* 
th^Trent'fieldy Jdhallon, places fo well' 
known ' to. us. *Tis true, the fortifica-. 
tipns make a confiderable difTerence. AD 
the learned in the art of war, b:^low 
gpcat . cpmmendatiohs on them; for my. 
partj, that knovv nothing of the matter, I 
Ihall content my felf with telling you, 'tis 
a- very pretty walk oh the ramparts, on 
which there is a tower,- very defervedly 
caHtdthe Belviikra, where people go to 
drink coffee, tea, &c. and enjoy onfc of- 
the fiacft . profpedls in the world. The 

public 
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public walks Have no great beauty, but 
the thick (hade of the trees» which is 
folemnly delightful. But I muft not for- 
get to take notice pf the bridge, which 
appeared very furprizing to me* It is 
large enough to hold hundreds of meii» 
with horfes and carriages. They g^ve 
the value of an Engiilh two«pence to 
get upon it, and then away they go, 
bridge and all, to the other fide of the 
river, with fo flow a motion, one is 
hardly fcnfible of any at all. I was yef- 
terday at the French church, and flared 
very much at their manner of fcrvice. 
The parfbn clapped on a broad-brimed 
hat in the firfl place, which gave him 
entirely the air of^ what d'ye callbim^ in 
Bartholomew fair, which, he kept up by 
extraordinary antic geftures, and preach- 
ing much fuch fluff, as t'other talked to 
the puj^:s. However the coBgregation 



ncd to receive it with great devotion; 
[ 1 was informed, by ibme of his 
k, that he is a perfon of panicular 
le amongft them. I believe by this 
e, you are as much tired with my ac« 
nt of him, as I was with his fermon ; 
I am fure your brother will excufe a 
reflion in favour of the church of 
gland. You know, (peaking dilre- 
afully of the Calvinifts, is the faoie 
ig as . fpeaking honourably of the 
irch. Adieu,' my dear S. alwfays re- 
mber me, arid be alTur^d, I can 
•cr forget you, &c. &c. 
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L E T T E R IT. 
To the Ladf ^^^.--i^ 

Cclogfh A)"g. 16, O. S^ Vfi6^ 

IF my lady ■ could hare wuf 

notkm of the fatiguci that I havefiif* 
iered tbde two laft day% I am ftueibe 
would own it a great proof of regiudt 
that I now fit down to write toheri 
We hired horfes from Nimeguen htcbcr« 
ffiot having the conveniency of the poft^ 
and found but very iodiSercot acoomv 
tnodations at Reinberg, our Brft ftage i 
but it was nothing to what I fufiered yef- 
terday. We were in hopes to reach 
Cologn ; our horles tired at Stamel, 
three hours from it, where I was forced 
to pa^s the night in my cloaths, in a 
^ooiTH not at aU better than a hovel i 



!i3] 
for thrag^ I have my bed witfa me^ I 
bad n&mind to imdrtft^ where the wind 
omle fmm a thou&ad (daces. We kk 
lh& wrecched lodging ac day^break^ and 
s^ut (k, this morning, came fafe hem» 
wiiere I got immediate^ into bed. I (lepe 
fi> well fof three hours, that I found 
myfetf {>erfe£l:Iy recoveced, and bavefhatf 
^ita enough to go and fee aU that h 
ctffioQs in the town, that is to fay, the 
clwirches^ for here is nothing elfe worth 
feeing. This is a very iai^e town, brft 
the moft part of it i$ old built. The 
Jefoits church, which is the neateft, was^ 
Ihewed ok, in a very complaifant maib- 
ncr, by a handfome young Jefuit; who,, 
not knowing who I was, took a liberty 
in his compliments and railleries, whieK 
vciy much diverted me, having never 
before feen any thing of that nature. I 
fould not enough admire the magnifi- 

ccncQ; 
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cence of the altars, the rich images of 
the faints (all mafly filver) and the eih 
chojurts of the relics, though I could not 
help murmuring, in my heart, at the 
profufion of pearls, diamonds, and ru- 
bies, beftowed on the adornment of rot- 
ten teeth and dirty rags. I own that I 
had wickednefs enough to covet 5/. 
Vrjula*% pearl necklace \ though perhaps 
this was no wickednefs at all» an image 
not being ceruinly one's ncightx>ur \ but 
I went yet farther, and wifhcd the wench* 
herlclf converted into drefCng-pIate. I 
fliould alfo gladly fee converted into 
iilver, a great St. Cbrijiopher^ which I 
imagine would look very well in a cif- 
tern. Thefe were my pious reflexions ^ 
though I was very well fatisBed to fee, 
piled up to the honour of our nation, the 
ikulls of the Eleven Thoufand Virgins. . 
I have feen fome hundi-eds of relics here 

of 
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of no leis confequence ; but I will not 
imitate the common Itile of travellers fo 
far, as to give you a lift of them, being 
perfuaded, that you have no manner of 
curioficy for the titles given to jaw bones 
and bits of worm-eaten wood. — Adieu, I 
am juft going to fupper, where I ilball 
drink your health in an admirable fort 
of Lorrain wine, which I am furc is 
the fame you call Burgundy jn iondon, 
&c, &c. 
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LETTER V. 
To the Counted of B--~- 



Nuremberg^ Aug. 22, O. S. 1716. 

AF T E R five dayi travelling poft, 
I could not flt down to write on 
any otiicr occafion than to tell my dar 
Lady, that I have ftot forgot her oblig* 
ing command of fending her ibme ac* 1 
count of my traveb. I have already I 
pafled a Urge part of Germany, have 
{ctn all that ii remarkable in Cologn, 
Frankfort, Wurtfburg, and this place. 
'Til impo(nble not to obferve the diffe- 
rence between the free towns, and thofe 
under the government of abfolute princes, 
as all the lictle fovereigns of Germany 
are. In the (irft there appears an air of 
commerce and plenty. The llreets are 
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well built and full of people, neatly and 
plainly dreflcdw The (hops are loaded 
with merchandize, and the commonalty 
are clean and chearful. In the other you 
fee a fort of Ihabby finery, a number of 
dirty people of quality tawdcred out ; 
narrow nafty ftrcets out of repair, 
wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above 
half of the common fort afking alms. 
I cannot help fancying one, under the 
figure of a clean Dutch citizen's wife, 
and the other like a poor town lady of 
pleafure, painted, and ribboned out ia 
her head-drefs, with tarniflied filver- 
laced fhoes, a ragged under-petticoat, a 
miferable mixture of vice and poverty. — 
They have fumptuary laws in this town, 
which diftinguifli their rank by their 
drefs, prevent the excefs which ruins fo 
many other cities, and has a more agree- 
able efFeft to the eye of a ftranger, than 
Vol. I. C our 
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our fafhions. I need not be afhamed to* 
own, that I wi(h thcfc laws were in force 
in other parts of the world. When on« 
confiders impartially, the merit of a rictv 
luit of cloaths in mpft places, the re* 
fpeft and tlic finiles of favour it procures, 
not to fpeak of the envy and the fighs it 
occafions (which is very often the prin- 
cipal charm to the wearer) one is forced 
to conftfs, that •there is need of an un- 
common undcrftanding to rcfift the 
temptation of pleafing friends and mor- 
dicing rivals ; and that it is natural to 
young people to fall into a folly, which 
betrays them to that want of money, 
which is the fource of a thoufand ba(e- 
ncflcs. What numbers of men have be- 
gun the world with generous inclinations, 
that have afterwards been the inftruments 
of bringing milery on a whole people, 
being led by a vain expence into debts 

that 
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that they could ckar no othcf wny, but 
by the forfeit of their honour, and which 
they never could h^vc contracted, if the 
refpei5t th<? n^ulcitud^ pfiys to habits, was 
fixed by law, only tp. 9 particular colour 
or cut of plain qlajh, Thcfo reflec- 
tions draw after tbew others that are 
too melancholy. I will ipake hafte to 
put them out of your head by the farce 
of relics, with which I have beqn enter- 
tained in all Romiih churches. 

The Lutb^am ar^ not quite free fror|^ 
thefe follies. I have &en here, in the 
principal churchy a large piece of the 
Crofs fet in jewels, and the point of the 
fpear, which, they told me, very gravely, 
was the fame that pierced the fide of our 
Saviour. But I was particularly divertecjt 
iQ a little Roman catholic church whicn 
is permitted here, where the profeflfors of 
C a that 
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that religion are not very rich, and con- 
fequcntly cannot adorn their images in fo 
rich a manner as their neighbours. For 
not to be quite deftitute of all finery, they 
have drefled up an image of our Saviour 
over the altar, in a fair fuH bottomed 
wig, very well powdered. I imagine I 
fee your ladyfhip ftare at this article, of 
which you very much doubt the vera- 
city ; but, upon my word, I have not 
yet made ufe of the privilege of a travel* 
Icr, and my whole account is written 
with the fame plain fincerity of heart, 
with which I affure you that I am, dear 
Madam, your &c. &c. 
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LETTER VL 
To Mrs- P. 

Ratijbon^ Aug. 30, O.S. 171 6. 

I HAD the pleafurc of receiving 
yours, but the day before I left Lon- 
don. I give you a thoufand thanks for 
your good wiflies, and have fuch an opi- 
nion of their efficacy, that, I am per- 
ibaded, I owe, in part, to them the 
good luck of having proceeded fo far on 
my long journey without any ill accident. 
For I don't reckon it any, to have been 
flopped, a few days, in this town by a 
cold, fmce it has not only given me an 
opportunity of feeing all that is curious 
in it, but of making Ibme acquaintance 
with the ladies, who have all been to fee 
me with great civility, particularly 
C "3 Madame 
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Madame — — , the wife of our King's 
envoy from Hanover. She has carried 
me to all the aflcmblies, and I have been 
magniBcently entertained at her houfe, 
which is one of the fineft here. You 
know that all the noUlity of this place 
are Envoys from different States, fiere 
arc a great number of them, and they 
might pafs their tinne agreeably enough^ 
if they were lefs delicate on the pmnt of ce- 
remony. But inftead of joining in the de* 
£gn of making the town as pleafant to one 
another as they can, and impfoving dielr 
litde fixiedes, they amule themHves no 
other way, than with perpetual quarrds* 
which they take care to etenuze^ by fcav- 
k^them to their kucctffi^rs, and aaeQToy 
to RacxfboQ recttvts» regularly, half a 
dk^cta ^tirrch, aicw«g tbe p^rquifitea 
of k^ eai|^ycQieitt. Y^u may be feore 

d^ !«&$ ait cax wanttogb cia their fiJg^^ 

id 
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4n cherifhing ind improving thefe impor- 
tant piques^ whith divide the town al- 
moft into as many parties, as there are 
families. They chufe rather to fufFer the 
mortificaticm of fitting almofl alone oti 
their affembly nights, than to recede one 
jot from their pret^nfiorts. I have not been 
here above a week, and yet I h^ve heard 
from almoft every ofw! of them, the whole 
hiftory of their wr6ngs, and dreadful com- 
plaints of the injuftJcfcrC^ their neighbours, 
in hopes to draw me to their party. But 
I think it very prudent to remain neuter,, 
though if I was to ftay amongft them, 
there would be no pofTibility of continu- 
ing fo, their cjuarrcls running fo high, 
that they will not be civil to thofe that 
vifit their adveffafies. The foundation 
of thefe everlafting difpiKea, turns entire- 
ly upon rank, place, and the title of Ex- 
cellency, which they all pretend to, and 
C 4 what 
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what is very hard, will give it to no 
body. For my part I could not forbear 
advifing them (for the public good) to 
give the title of Excellency to every body, 
which would include the receiving it 
from every body ; but the very mention 
of fuch a difhonourable peace, was re- 
ceived with as much indignation, as 
Mrs. Blackaire did the motion of a refe- 
rence. And indeed, I began to think 
myfclf ill-natured, to oflfer to take from 
them, in a town where there are fo few di- 
verfions, fo entertaining an amufement. 
I know that my peaceable difpolicion 
already gives me a very ill figure, and 
that 'tis publicly whifpered as a piece of 
impertinent pride in me, that I have 
hitherto been faucily civil to every body, 
as if I thought no body good enough to 
quarrel with. I (hould be obliged to 
change my i>chaviour, if I did not in- 
tend 



[ 25] 

tend to purfue my journey in a few days. 
I have been to fee the churches here, and. 
had the permiffion of touching the relics, 
which was never fufFcred in places where 
I was not known. I had, by this pri- 
vilege, the opportunity of making an 
obfervation, which I doubt not might 
have been made in all the other churches, 
that the emeralds and rubies which they 
ihow round their relics and images, arc 
moft of them falfe ; though they tell 
you that many of the Crojfes and Mado^ 
naSy fet round with thefe flones, have 
been the gifts of Emperors and other great 
Princes. I don't doubt indeed but they 
were at firft jewels of value -, but the 
good fathers have found it convenient to 
apply them to other ufes, and the people 
are juft as well fatisfied with bits of glafs 
amongft thefe relics. They fhewed me 
a prodigious claw fet in gol*, which 

they 
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they called the claw of a Griffirt, a 
could liot forbear aflcing the Reve 
Prieft that (hewed it, whether the Gr 
was a Saint ? The queftion almoft 
him befide his gravity j but he anfwc 
they only kept it as a curiofity. I 
very much fcandalized at a large fi 
imdge of the Trinity^ where the Fa 
is reprefented under the figure of a 
crepit old man, with a beard dowj 
his knees, and triple crown on his h 
holding in bis arms the Son^ fixed or 
Crofs, and the Holy Ghoji^ in the fl 
of a dove, hovering over him. Ma( 

• is come this minute to call 

to the aflembly, and forces me to 
you very abrupi;ly, that I am ever y 
&c &c. 
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LETTER VII. 

To the Countefs of ■■ ■ ■ 



Vienna^ Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 
A M now, my dear fitter, fafely ar* 
rived at Vienna, and I thank God, 
ve not at all fuffered in my health, nor 
^hat is dearer to me) in that of my 
lild, by all our fatigue*. We travelled 
' water from Ratifbon, a journey per- 
tly agreeable, down the Danube, in 
ic of thofe little veflels, that they, very 
operly, call wooden houfes, having in 
em all the conveniencies of a palace, 
)ves in the chambers, kitchens, &c. 
ey are rowed by twelve men each, and 
ove with fuch an incredible fwiftnefs, 
at in the fame day you have the plea- 
re of a vaft variety of profpeds, and 

within 
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within the fpace of a few hours you have 
the pleafure of feeing a populous city, 
adorned with magnificent palaces, and 
the moft romantic folitudes, which ap- 
pear diftant from the commerce 6( 
mankind, the banks of the Danube be- 
ing charmingly diverfified with woods, 
rocks, mountains covered with vines, 
sfields of corn, large cities and ruins of 
antient caftles. I faw the great towns of 
Paflau and Lintz, famous for the retreat 
of the Imperial Court, when Vienna was 
befieged. This town, which has the 
honour of being the Emperor's refidencc, 
did not at all anfwer my expeftation, nor 
ideas of it, being much lefs than I cx- 
pefted to find it; the ftreets are very 
clofe, and fo narrow, one cannot obfervc 
the fine fronts of the palaces, though 
many of them very well defervc obferva- 
tion, being truly magnificent. They 

arc 



C29] 

are all built of fine white flone, and are 
cxceflive high. For as the town is too 
kittle for the number of the people, that 
defire to live in it, the builders fcem to 
have projedted to repair that misfortune, 
by clapping one town on the top of an- 
other, moft of the houfes being of five, 
and fome of them of fix dories. You 
may eafily imagine that, the ftrccts 
being fo narrow, the rooms are extreme- 
ly dark, and what is an inconveni^ncy 
much more intolerable in my opinion, 
there is no hoiife has fo few as five or fix 
families in it. The apartments of the 
greateft ladies, and even of the minifters 
of ftate, are divided, but by a partition, 
from that of a taylor or Ihoe-maker^ 
and I know no body that has above two 
floors in any houfe, one for their own 
ufe, and one higher for their fervants. 
Thofe that have houfes of their own, let 

out 
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out the reft of them, to whoever wUl 
take them, and thus the great ftair$ 
(which are all of ftone) are as common* 
and as dirty as the ftreet. *Ti3 true* 
when you have once travelled through 
them, nothing can be more furprifingly 
magnificent than the apartments. They 
are commonly a j^/Vd' of eight or ten large 
rooms, all inlaid, the doors and win- 
dows richly carved and gilt, and the 
furniture fuch as is feldom feen in the 
palaces of fovereign princes in other 
countries. Their apartments are adorn- 
ed with hangings of the fineft tapeftry of 
Bruffels, prodigious large looking-glafles 
in filver frames, fine japan tables, beds, 
chairs, canopies and wiridow curtains of 
the richeft Genoa damaflc or velvet, almoft 
tovered with gold-lace or embroidery* 
All this is made gay by piftures and vaft 
jars of japan china, and large luftres of 

rock 
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rock cryft^L I have already had the 
honour of being invited to dinner by fe- 
veral of the firft people of quality, and 
I muft do them the juftice to fay, the 
good tafte and magnificence of their 
cables very well anfwer to that of their 
furniture. I have been more than once 
entertained with fifty dilhes of meat, 
all ferved in, filver, and well dreffed ^ 
the defert proportionable, ferved in 
the fineft/ china. But the variety 
and richnefs of their wines, is whac 
appears the moft furprizing. The con- 
ftant way is, to lay a lift of their names 
upon the plates of the guefts along with 
the napkins, and I have counted fevcral 
times, to the number of eighteen different 
forts, all exquifite in their kinds. I was 
yefterday at Count Scboonbourn^ the vice- 
chancellor's garden, where I was invited 
xo dinner. I muft own, I never faw a 
I place 



place fb perfe6My delightful as the Fau 
baurg of Vienna. It is very large, ai 
almofl: wholly compofed of delicious p 
laces. If the Emperor found it prop 
to permit the gates of the town to be la 
open, that the Fauxbourgs might 1 
joined to it, he would have one of tl 
largefl: and beft built cities in Europ 
Count Schoonbourn's villa is one of tl 
itioft magnificent -, the furniture all ric 
brocades, fo well fancied and fitted u| 
nothing can look more gay and fplei 
did ; not to fpeak of a gallery, full i 
rarities of coral, mother of pearl, ar 
throughout the whole houfe a profufic 
of gilding, carving, fine paintings, tl 
moft beautiful porcelain, ftatues of al 
batter and ivory, and vaft orange ar 
lemon trees in gilt pots. The dinm 
was perfcftly fine and well ordered, ar 
made ftill more agreeable by the goc 

humoi 
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humour of the Count, I have not yet 
been at court, being forced to ftay for my 
gown, without which there is no waiting 
on the emprefs ; though I am not with- 
out great impatience to fee a beauty that 
has been the admiration of fb many diffe- 
rent nations. When I have had that 
honour, I will not fail to kt you know 
tny real thoughts, always taking a par- 
ticular pleafure in communicating them 
to my dear fiften 



Vol- I, D LET- 



t34 J 

LETTER VIIL 
To Mr. P— . 

Vienna^ Sept. 14, O. St. 

PERHAPS you*ll laugh at tne, 
for thanking you very gravely for 
aH the obligir^ concern you cxprefs for 
me. 'Tis certain that 1 may, if I pleale^ 
take the fine things you fay to me for 
wit and raillery, and, it may be, it 
would be taking them right. But I 
never, in my life, was half fo well dif- 
pofed to take you in earned, as I am at 
prefent, and that diftance which makes 
the continuation of your friendfhip im* 
probable,, has very much encreafed my 
faith in it. I find that 1 have (as well as 
the reft of my fex) whatever face I fet 
-on'ty a ftrong difpofition tQ believe ia 

miracles* 
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miracles. Don't fancy, however, that 
I am infeSed by the air of thefe popilh 
countries 5 I have, indeed, fo far waa- 
dered from the difciplinc of the church 
of England, as to have been laft 
Sunday at the opera, which was per- 
formed in the garden of the Fa^orita^ 
and 1 was fo much pleafed with it, I 
have not yet repented my feeing it. No- 
thing of that kind ever was more mag- 
nificent ; and I can eafily believe, what 
I am told, that the decorations and ha- 
r bits coft the Emperor thirty thoufand 
I pounds fterling. The ftage was buik 
I -over a very large canal, and at tlie be- 
I ginning of the fecond aft, divided into 
\ two parts, diicovering the water, on which 
I there immediately came, from difierent 
' parts, twoiieets of little gilded veflels, that 

tgavB the reprefentation of a naval fight. 
It is not eafy to imagine the b^uty ojf 
|. D 2 this 
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this fccne, which I took particular rtotia 
of. But all the reft were perfeftly fiitc 
in their kind. The ftory of the Open 
is the Enchantment of Akinaj which 
gives opportunities for great variety of 
machines and changes of the fcene$i 
which are performed with a furprizing 
fwiftnefs. The theatre is fo large duR 
'tis hard to carry the eye to the end of 
it, and the habits in the utmoft magni- 
ficence to the number of one hundred 
and eight. No houfe could hold iuch 
large decorations ; but the ladies all fit: 
ting in the open air, expofes them to 
great inconveniencies ; for there is but 
one canopy for the imperial family ; and 
the firft night it was reprefentedy a 
ihower of rain happening, the opeit 
was broke off, and the company croudcd 
away in fuch confufion, that I wa9 ak 
moft iqueczed to death.-^But if tlmv 

opcnl 
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)pcra's arc thus delightful, their come- 
lies are, in as high a degree, ridicu- 
ous. They have but -one play-houfe, 
vhere I had the curiofity to go to a Gcr- 
nan comedy, and was very glad it hap- 
)ened to be the (lory of Amphitrion. As 
hat fubjeft has been already handled by 
I Latin, French and Englilh poet, I 
ras curious to fee what an Auftrian au- 
hor would make of it. I underftand 
nough of that language to comprehend 
he greateft part of it, and befides I took 
vith me a lady that had the goodnefs to 
rxplain to me every word. The way is 
:o take a box, which holds four, for 
^burfelf and company. ' The fixed 
price is a gold ducat. I thought the 
boufe very law and dark •, but I confefs 
the comedy admirably recompenfed that 
dcfefl:. 1 4iever laughed fo much in my 
life. It begun with Jupiter'^ falling in 

P 3 love 
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love cut of a peep-hole in the clouds, 
and ended with the birth of Hireuks. 
But what was moft pleafant was, the ufe 
Jupiter niade of his mctamorphofis^ for 
you no fooner faw him under the figure 
of Jmphitrion, but inftead of flying to 
Akm^na^ with the raptures Mr. Bryien 
puts into his mouth, he fends for Am- 
phitrion's taylor, and cheats him of a 
laced coat, and his banker of a hag of 
nvoney, a jew of a diamond ring, and 
befpeaks a great fupper in bis name \ and 
the greateft part of the comedy turns 
upon poor Amphitrion's being tormented 
by thefe people for their debts. Mercury 
uies Sofia in the fame manner. But I 
could not cafily pardon the liberty the 
poet has taken of larding his play with, not 
only indecent expreffions, but fuch grofe 
words as I don*t think our mob would 
fufFer from a mountebank. Befides, the 

two 
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two Sofia's very fairly let down their 
breeches in the diredl view of the toxes, 
which were full of people of the firft: 
rank that feemed very well pfea&d with 
their entertainment, and aflured me this 
was a celebrated piece. I fhall conclude 
tny letter with this remarkable rela- 
tion, very well worthy the ferious con- 
fideration of Mr. Collier. I won't trouWe 
you with farewell compliments, wftichl 
think generally as impertinent, as^ curti- 
fies at leaving the room when the vilit 
has been top long already. 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Couptefs of -^-^ 



Vienna^ Sept. 14, O. S. 

THOUGH I have fo lately troub- 
led you, my dear fitter, with a long 
letter, yet I will keep my promife in 
giving you an account of my firft going 
to Court. In order to that ceremony, 
I was fcjueczed up in a gown, and 
adorned with a Gorget and the other im- 
plements thereunto belonging, a drefs 
very inconvenient, but which cert^nly 
fliows the neck and (hape to great ad- 
vantage. I cannot forbear giving you 
fome defcription of the fafhions here, 
which are more monftrous and contrary 
to all common fenfe and reafon than *tis 
|>DflSJ)lc for you to imagine. They build 

cprtaiift 
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certain fabrics of gaufe on their heads, 
^bout a yard high, confifting of three or 
four ftories fortified with numberlefs 
yards of heavy ribbon. The foundation 
of this ftrufture is a thing they call a 
BourUy which is exaftly of the fame fliapc 
and kind, but iabout four times as big 
as thofe rolls our prudent milk-maids 
make ufe of to fix their pails upon. This 
iTJachinc they cover with their own hair, 
which they mix with a great deal of falfe, 
it being a particular beauty to have their 
heads too large to go into a moderate 
tub. Thtir hair is prodigioufly powder- 
ed to conceal the mixture, and tt out 
with three or four rows of bodkins (won- 
derfully large, that ftick out two or three 
inches from their hair) made of dia- 
monds, pearls, red, green and yellow 
ftones, that it certainly requires as much 
ftrf and experience to carry the lo.d upt. 

right. 
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right, as to dance upon May-day with' 
the garland. Their whalebone petti- 
coats outdo ours by fevcral yards circum- 
ference, and cover fome acres of ground. 
You may eafily fuppofe how this extra- 
ordinary drefs fets off and improves the 
natural uglinefs, with which God Al- 
mighty has been pleafed to endow them, 
generally fpeaklng. Even the lovely 
Emprefs herfelf is obliged to comply, 
in fome degree, with thefe abfurd fa- 
fhions, which they would not quit for all 
the world. I had a private audience (ac- 
cording to ceremony) of half an hour, 
and then all the other ladies were per- 
mitted to come and make their court. 
I was perfeftly charmed with the Em?- 
prefs ; I cannot however tell you that 
her features are regular -, her eyes are not 
large, but have a lively look full of 
fwcetnefsj her complexion the fineft I 

ever 
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ever faw ; her nofe and forehead well 
made, but her mouth has ten thoufand 
charms, that touch the foul. When (he 
fmiles, 'tis with a beauty and fwcetnefs, 
that forces adoration. She has a vaft 
quantity of fine fair hair ; but then her 
perfon I — one muft fpeak of it poetically 
to do it rigid juftice -, all that the poets 
have faid of the mien of Jmo, the air of 
Venusy come not up to the truth. The 
Graces move with her ; the famous fta- 
tue of Medicis was not formed with more 
delicate proportions ; nothing can be add- 
ed to the beauty of her n.ck and hands. 
Till I faw them, I did not believe there 
were any in nature fo perfeft, and I was 
, almoft forry that my rank here did nbt 
permit me to kifs them ; but they are 
kifled fufficiently, for every body, that 
waits on her, pays that homage at their 
entrance, and when they take leave. 

When 



[44] 
When the ladies were come in, (he fat 
down to ^inze. I could not play at a 
game I had never feen before, and (he or- 
dered me a feat at her right hand, and had 
the goodnefs to talk to me very much, 
with that grace fo natural to her. I ex- 
pefted every moment, when the men 
were to come in to pay their court ; but 
this drawing-room is very different from 
that of England ; no man enters it but 
the grand matter, who comes in to ad- 
vertife the Emprefs of the approach of 
the Emperor. His Imperial Majefty did 
me the honour of fpeaking to me in a 
very obliging manner, but he never 
fpeaks to any of the other ladies, and the 
whole pafles with a gravity and air of ce- 
remony that has fomething very formal 
in it. The Emprefs Amelia, dowager 
of the late Emperor Jofeph, came this 
evening to wait on the reigning Emprefs, 

followed 
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followed by the two arch-duchcfles hcfr 
daughters, who are very agreeable young 
princeffes. Their Imperial Majeftics 
rofe and went to meet her at the door of 
the room, after which (he was feated in 
an armed chair next the Emprcfs, and 
in the fame manner at fupper, and there 
the men had the peirmiflTion of paying 
their court. The arch-duchcflcs fat on 
chairs with backs without arms. The 
table was entirely fcrved and all the 
difhes fet on by the Empreflcs maids of 
honour, which are twelve young ladies 
of the firft quality. They have no fala- 
ry, but their chamber at court, where 
they live in a fort of confinement, not 
being fuflfercd to go to the affemblies or 
public places in town, except in compli- 
ment to the wedding of a fifter maid, 
whom the Emprefs always prcfents with 
her pifture fet in diamonds. . The three 
I firft 
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firfl: of them are called Ladies of the Key\ 
and wear gold keys by their fides ; but 
what I find mod pleafant, is the cufiom, 
whkh obh'ges them as long as they live, 
after they have left the Emprefs's fer- 
vice, to make her fome prefent every 
year on the day of her feaft. Her ma- 
jefty is ferved by no married women but 
the Grande Mailrejfe^ who is generally a 
widow of the firfl quality, always very 
old, and is at the fame time groom of the 
ftole and mother of the maids. The 
dreflers are not, at all, in the . figure 
they pretend to in England, being 
looked upon no otherwife than as down- 
right chamber-maids. I had an audi- 
ence next day of the Emprefs mother, 
a princefs of great virtue and goodnefs, 
but who piques herfelf too much on. a 
violent devotion. She is perpetually 
performing extraordinary afts of pen- 
8 nance. 
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ifiance, without having ever done any 
thing ISO defer ve them. She has the 
fame number of maids of honour, whom 
Ihe fufFers to go in colours ; but fhe her- 
felf never quits her mourning ; and fure 
nothing can be more difmal than the 
mourning here, even for a brother. 
There is not the lead bit of linen to be 
feen j all black crape inftead of it. The 
neck, ears and fide of the face are cover- 
ed with a plaited piece of the fame ftufF, 
and the face that peeps out in the midft 
of it, looks as if it were pilloried. The 
widows wear over and above, a crape 
fore-head cloth, and in this folemn 
weed, go to all the public places of d;- 
verfion without fcrup!e. The next day 
I was to wait on the Emprefs Amelia, 
who is now at her palace of retirement, 
half a mile from the town. I had there 
the pleafur? pf feeing a diverfion wholly 

new 
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new to me, but which is the comttic^ 
dmufement of this court. The Empitfs 
Tierfelf was feated on a little throne at the 
end of the fine alley in her garden, and 
on each fide of her were ranged tw6 
parties of her ladies of quality, headed 
by two young arch-duchefles, ^11 drefied 
in their hair, full of jewels, with fine 
light guns in their hands, and at proper 
diftances were placed three oval pifhires, 
which were the marks to be ftiot at. The 
firft was that of a Cupid, filling a bum- 
per of Burgundy, and the motto, " *Tis 
" eajy to be valiant here^^ The fecond a 
Fortune holding a garland in her hand, 
the motto, " For her whom Fortune fa-' 
" vours^ The third was a SworD 
with a laurel wreath on the point, the 
motto, ** Here is no Jhame to the van-- 
** quiJhed.''—Nc2LT the Emprefs was a 
gilded trophy wreathed with flowers, and 

made 
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made of little crooks, on which were 
hung rich Turkifh handkerchiefs, tip- 
pets, ribbons, lacesy &c. for the fmall 
prizes. The Emprcis gave the firft with 
her own hand, which was a fine ruby 
ring fet round with diamonds in a gold 
fnufF box. There was for the fecond, a 
little Cupid fet with brilliants, and beGdcs 
theie a let of fine china for the tea table» 
enchaled in gold, japan trunks, fans, and 
many gallantries of the fame nature. All 
the men of quality at Vienna were fpec- 
tators ; but the ladies only had permif- 
fion to fhoot, and the arch-duchefs 
Amelia carried off the firft prize. I was 
very well pleafed with having fccn this 
entertainment, and I do not know but it 
might make as good a figure as the 
prize-lhooting in the -ffineid, if I could 
write as well as Virgil. This is the fa- 
vourite pleafurc of the Emperor, and 
Vol. I. E there 
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there h rarely ^ week without fbnm 
feaft of this kind^ .i¥hich make^ the 
yotmg ladies (kaful enough to dcfehd 
^ fort. They laughed very muth to 
fee me afraid ta hindle a gun. 'My 
^ar fitter, you will eafily pardon an 
abrupt conclufion. 1 believe fay this 
time you are ready to think I fhall 
never conclude at all 



Let. 
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1. E T T E R X. ; 

• To tte Lady R— — ./ 

Vienna^ Sept. 26, 1716. O. S. 
AM extremely rejoiced, but not at 
. all furprizcd, at the long, delightful 
:ter, you have had the goodnefs to fend 
e. I know thai: y6u tart think of ah' 
rfent friend even in the rtiidft Of i 
ijrt, and you lorv.e to oblige, wbcrif 
►U can have no view of a retiwn, and \ 
pe<5t from you that you Ihould love 
e, and think of me, when you donlt 
; me. I have compaflion for the mw- 
ications, that you tell me befal our 
tie, old friend, and I pity her much 
Dre, fince I know, that they ^rt^ 
ly, owing -to the barbarous cuftoms of 
r country^ Upon my word, if flic 
E 2 were 
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were here, flie would have no other 
fault but that of being fometiiing too 
young for the fafliion, and Ihe has no* 
thing to do but to tranfplant herfelf hi- 
ther about feven years hence, to be again 
z .young and blpooiing beauty. I can 
dfTure you that wrinkles, or a fmall 
floop in the fhoulders, nay even grey 
hairs, are no objection to the making new 
conquefts. I know you cannot eafily 
figure to yourfelf, a young fellow of 
five and twenty, ogling my Lady S-ff—k 
with paflfion, or prefling to hand the 
Countefs of O— — d from an Opera. 
But fuch are the fights I fee every day, 
artd I don't perceive any body furprizcd 
at them but myfelf. A woman till five 
and thirty, is only looked upon as a raW 
girl, and can pofTibly make no noiie in 
the world till about forty. I don't know 
what your ladyfhip may think of this 

matter, 
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matter, but 'tis a confidcrable comfort 
to me to know there is upon earth fuch a 
paradife for old women, and I am con- 
tent to be infignificant at prefenr, in the 
defign of returning when I am fit to ap- 
pear no where elfe. I cannot help la- 
menting on this occafion, the pitiful cafe 
of too many EnglWh ladies, long fince 
retired to prudery and ratafia, whom if 
their ftars had luckily conducted hither, 
would flill fhine in the firft rank of beau- 
ties. Befides that perplexing word repu* 
tatton^ has quite another meaning here 
than what you give it at London, and 
getting a lover is fo far from lofing, 
that 'tis properly getting reputation; 
ladies beihfi; much more refpe£i:ed in re- 
gard to the! rank of thpr lovers, than 
that of their huibands. 

E 3 But, 
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'■ But what you'll think very odd, the 
two fefts that divide our whote na- 
tion of petticoats, are utterly unknowii 
in this place; Here are neither Coquettes 
nor Prudes. No woman dares appear 
cdquctte enough to encourage two lovers 
at a time. And I have not feen any 
fuch prudes, as- to pretend fidelity to 
their hufbands, who are certainly the 
beft naturcd fet of people in the wbrld,. 
and look upon their wives' gallants aa 
fevourably, as men do upon their depu- 
t'les, thit take the troublefome part of 
their bufinefs off their hands. They 
have not however the lefs to do oh that 
account ; for they are generally depu- 
ties in another place themfelves ; in one 
word, *tis the cftablifhed cuftpm for* 
every lady to have two hulband^, onfc 
that bears the name, and another that 

performs^ 
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performs the duties. And the engage- 
ments are fo well knbwn^ that it would 
be a downright affront, and publickly 
refcnted, if you invited a woman of qua* 
lity to dinner, without, at the fame time^ 
inviting her two attendants of lover and 
hufband, between whom (he fits in ftate 
with great gravity. The fub-martiaget 
generally laft twenty years together^ and 
the lady often commands the poor lover'4 
cftate, even to the utter ruin of his fa- 
mily. Thefe connexions, indeed, are 
as leldom begun by any real paflion, as 
other matches 5 for a man makes bilt an 
ill figure that is not in fome commerce 
of this nature, and ai woman looks ptR: 
for a lover as foon as file's married^ as 
part of her equipage^' without which flie 
couki not he genteel, and the firft ar- 
ticle of the treaty is cfl^ibliQiing the pca- 
fion, which remains, to the lady, in cafe 
E 4 the 
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the gallant fhould prove inconftiht,'^' 
This chargeable point of honour, I look 
upon as the real foundation of Co many , 
wonderful inftances of conftancy. I 
really know feveral women of the firft 
quality, whofe penfions are as well 
known as their annual rents, and yet no 
body cfteems them the lefs 5 on the con- 
trary, their difcretion would be called in 
queftion if they Ihould be fufpefted to b^ 
miftreffes for nothing. A great part of 
their emulation confifls in trying who 
fliall get mod; and having no in- 
trigue at all is fo far a difgrace, that 
I'll aflure you, a lady who is very.igufch 
my friend here, told me but yeftcrfay, 
how much I was obliged to Her for jufti- 
fying my conduft in a converfatidn relat- 
ing to me, where it was publickly af- 
ierted, that I could not pofTibly have 
common fenfe, fince I had been in town 

above 
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above a fortnight, and had made no 
Jftcps towards commencing^ amour. 
My friend pleaded for me that my ftay 
was uncertain, and (he believed that 
was the caufc of my feeming ftiipidity, 
and this was all (he could find to fay in 
my juftification. But one of the plea- 
fanteft adventures I ever met in my life, 
was laft night, and it will give you a jufl: 
iJca, in what a delicate manner the 
JBelks paffions are managed in this coun- 
try. I was at the aflembly of the Coun- 
tefs of ■ , and the young Count of 
* - leading me down flairs, afked 

me how long I was to ftay at Vienna ; 
I made anfwer that my ftay depended on 
the Eoiperor, and it was not in my 
power to determine it. Well, Madam, 
(faid he) whether your time here is to be 
longer or fliorter, I think you ought to 
pals it agreeably, and to that end you 
• muft 
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muft engage in a little affair of ibi 
heart. My heart, (anfwered I grave- 
ly enough) does not engage very eafily^ 
and I have no defign of parting with it. 
I fee, Madam, (faid he fighing) by the ill 
nature of that anfwer, I am not to hope 
for it, which is a great mortiBcation to 
me that am charmed with you. But, 
however, I am ftill devoted to your fcr- 
vice, and fince I am not worthy of en- 
tertaining you myfelf, do me the honour 
of ktting me know, whom you like beft 
amongft us, and Pll engage to manage 
the affair entirely to your fatisfa£tion. 
You may judge in what manner 1 fhould 
have received this compliment in my 
own country ; but I was well enough ac- 
quainted with the way of this, to 
know that he really intended me an 
obligation, and I thanked him with a 
Very grave curtfey, for his zeal to fervc 
4 me, 
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me, and only affurcd him, I had no oc- 
cafion tQ^niake ufe of it;- Thf s you fce^ 
my dear, that gallantry and good breed- 
ing are as different, ml^ffeitnt climates, 
as morality and religion. Who have the 
righteft notions of both, wc fliall never 
know till the Day of Judgment, for 
vrhich great day of Eclair djjementj I 
own there is very little impatience ia 
your, &c. &c. 



L E T- 
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t E T T E R XL 
To Airs. !♦••. 
y^ema^ Sept. 26. O. S. 1716. 

IW A S never more agreeably furpriz- 
cd than by your obliging letter. *Tis 
a peculiar mark of my efteem, that I 
tell you fo, and I can aflure you, that if 
I loved you one grain lefs than I do, I 
Ihould be very forry to fee it fo diverting 
as it IS. The mortal averfion I have to 
writing makes me tremble at the thoughts 
of a new correfpondent, and I believe I 
difobliged no lefs than a dozen of n;y 
London acquaintance by refufing to hear 
from them, though I did verily think 
they intended to fend me very entertain- 
ing letters. But I had rather lofe the 
pleafure of reading feveral witty things, 
2 than 
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than be forced to write many nupldones. 
Yet in fpite of thefe confiderations, I am 
charmed with the piDOf of your friend- 
Ihip, and beg a contihuation of the 
fame goodnefs, though I fear the dul< 
nefs of this will make you immediately 
repent of it. It is not from Auftria that 
one can write with vivacity, and I am 
aJready infefted with the phlegm of the 
country. Even their amours and their 
quarrels are carried on with a furprizing 
temper, and they are never lively, but 
upon points of ceremony. There, I own, 
they {hew all their paflions, and 'tis not 
long fince two coaches meeting in a nar- 
row ftreet at night, the ladies in them 
BO^ being able to adjuft the ceremonial of 
which fhould go back, fat there with 
equal gallantry till two in the morning, 
and were both fo fully determined to die 
upon the fpcft rather than yield, in a point 

of 
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never have been cleared till their deathst> 
t£ Ih6 EmperDr had not fent his goaidr 
to pan them, fend eren then- they i-cfifjbdt 
to ftir, till the expedient could be found 
out^ of taking them both out in ch^ts^ 
exaftly in. the. feme njoment. . After the 
ladies were agreed, it was with fon^ difn 
ficulty, that the pafs was decided. be- 
tween the two coachmen, no lefs tena- 
cious of their rank than the ladieSr This 
paffion is lb omnipotent in the breafts of 
the women, that even their hufbirids 
never die, but they are ready to breaks 
their hearts, becaufe that fatal hour puta 
an end to their rank, no widows having 
any place at Vienna, The men are not 
much lefs touched with this poiflt of 
honour, and they don't pnly fcorn ta 
marry, but even to make love to any. 
woman of a family not as illuftribus a» 

their 
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their own, and the pedigree is much 
more confidered by them, than cither 
the complexion or features of their mif- 
trelfcs. Happy are the She's that can 
number amongfl: their anceftors, Counts 
of the Empire ; they have neither occa- 
fion for beauty, money, nor good con- 
duct to get them hufbands. *Tis true as 
to money, *tis fcldom any advantage to 
the inan they marry •, the laws of Auftria 
confine the woman's portion to two 
liioufand florins (about two hundred 
pounds Englifli) and whatever they have 
befide, remains in their own pofleffion 
and difpofal. Thus here are many ladies 
much richer than their hufbands, who. 
arc however obliged to allow them pin- 
money agreeable to their quality ; and 1 
attribute to this confiderable branch of 
prerogative, the liberty that they take 
upon 6ther occafions, I am fure you, 

that 
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that know my lazinefs and extreme in- 
difierence on this fubjeft, will pity mc, 
intangled amongft all thefe ceremonies, 
which are a wonderful burden to mc, 
though I am the envy of the whole 
town, having by their own cuftoms 
the pafs b:fore them all. They, in- 
deed, fo revenge upon the poor Envoys, 
this great rcfpeft fhewed to ambafla- 
dors, that (with all my indifference) 
I Ihould be very uneafy to fufFcr it. 
Upon days of ceremony they have 
no entrance at court, and on other 
days muft content thcmfelves . with 
walking after every foul, and being 
the very laft taken notice of. But I 
muft write a volume to let you know 
all the ceremonies, and I have already 
faid too much on fo dull a fubjedt, 
which however employs the. whole 
qare of the people here, I need not 

aftci 
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after this, tell you how agreeably time 
Aides away with me, you know as 
well as I do the tafte of, 

Yours, &c, &c. 



yoL. I. F L ETi 
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LETTER XII. , 
1^0 the Lady X . 

Vienna^ Oft. i, O. S, 1716. 

YO U defire me, Madam, to fend 
you fome accounts of the cuftoms 
here, and at the fame time a defcrip- 
tion of Vienna. I am always willing to 
obey your commandSj but you muft, 
upon this occafion, take the will for the 
deed. If I fhould undertake to tell you 
all the particulars, in which the man- 
ners here differ from ours, I muft write 
a whole quire of the duUeft fluff, that 
ever was read, or printed without being 
read. T heir drefs agrees with the French 
or Englifh in no one article, but wearing 
petticoats. They have many fafhiona 
peculiar to thcmfclv«s ; they think it in- 
decent 



decent for a widow ever to wear green 
or rofe colour, but all the other gayeft 
colours at her own difcretion. The af- 
fcmblies here arc the only regular diver- 
fion, the opera's being always at court, 
and commonly on fome particular occa- 
fion. Madam Rabutin has the alTembly 
conftantly every night at her houfe; and 
the other ladies, whenever they have a 
mind to dilplay the magnificence of their 
apartments, or oblige a friend by com- 
plimenting them on the day of their Saint, 
they declare, that on fuch a day the 
affembly (hall be at their houfe in honour 
of the feaft of the Count or Countefs — 
fucb a one. Thefe days are called days 
of Gala^ and all the friends or relations 
of the lady, whofe Saint it is, are oblig- 
ed to appear in their beft cloaths and all 
their jewels. The miftrefs of the houfe 
takes no particular notice of any body, 
F 2 nor 



[6^3 

nor returns any body's vifit -, and, whom- 
ever pleafes, may go, without the for- 
mality of bring prefentcd. The cotir- 
pany are entertained with ice in feverial 
forms, winter and fummer ; afterwarch 
they divide into fcvcral parties of ombre, 
piquett, or converfation, all games of 
hazard being forbid. 

I law toother day the GaU for Cottnl 
Attheimj the Empcrw's favourite, Knd 
never in my life faw fd many Snecloatht 
ill fancied. They embroider the ricbeft 
gold ftufls, and provided they can make 
their doaths expenfive enough, that is 
all the tafte they fhew in them. Oh 
ether days the general drefs is a fcarf, and 
what you pleafe wider it. 

But now I am fpeaking of Vienna, I 

am ftre you cxpeft I Ihould fay fome- 

3 thing 



r«9] 

dSog of di? convenes i diey are of all 
ibrts and fize$» txic I am bed pleafed 
yfMi that o£ St. Lazvreftct^ where the eafe 
tmd neatnefs they feem to live with, ap* 
pears to me much more edifying than 
thofe ftri&er orders, where perpetual 
pennance and naftinefles nnift breed dif* 
content and wretched tiefs. The nunt 
aic all of quality. I think there are to 
the number of fifty. They have each 
of them, a little cell pcrfeftly clean, the 
walls of which are covered with pifhtrcs, 
more or leTs fine, acccnding to their 
quality. A long white ftone gallery runs 
by all of them, furaiihed with the pic- 
tures of exemplary filters ; the chapel 
4S extremely neat and richly adorned. 
.But I could not forbear laughing at their 
ifaewing me a wooden head of our Sa- 
viour, which they afiured me, fpokc, 
during the fiegie.of Vioina; and, as a 
F 3 proof 
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proof of it, bid mc remark his mouth; 
which had been open ever fince. No* 
thing can be more becoming than the 
drefs of thefe nuns. It is a white robe^ 
the fleeves of which arc turned up with 
fine white callico, and their head drefs 
the fame, excepting a fmall veil of black 
crape that falls behind. They have a 
lower fort of fcrving nun^?, that wait on 
them as their chamber-maids. They re* 
ccive all vifiis of women, and play at 
ombre in their chambers with permiflion 
of their Abbefs, which is very eafy to be 
obtained. I never faw an old woman fo 
good-natured ; fhe is near fourfcore, and 
yet fhews very little fign of decay, being 
flill lively and chearful. She careflcd 
me as if I had been her daughter, giving 
me fome pretty things of her own work, 
and fweetmeats in abundance. The 
grate is not one of the moft rigid -, it is 

hot 
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flot very hard to put a head through ; 
and I don't doubt but a man, a little 
more flender than ordinary, might 
fqueeze in his whole perfon. The young 
Count of Salamis came to the grate, 
while I was there, and the Abbels gave 
him her h^nd to kifs. But I was fur- 
prifed to find here, the only beautiful 
young woman I have feen at Vienna, 
aiod not only beautiful but genteel, witty 
and agreeable, of a great family, and 
who had been the admiration of the 
town. I could not forbear (hewing my 
furprize at feeing a nun like her, . She 
made me a thoufand obliging compli- 
ments, and defired me to come often. 
It will be an infinite pleafure to me (faid 
ihe, fighing) but I avoid, with the great- 
eft care, feeing any of my former ac- 
quaintance, and whenever they come to 
our convent, I lock myfelf in my ceU. 

F 4 lob- 
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I bbfcrvcd tears come into her eyes, 
which touched me extremely, and 1 be- 
gun to talk to her in that drain of tender 
pity ihe infpired me with ; but fhe would 
not own to me, that ihe is not perfefUy^ 
happy. I have fince endeavoured to 
karn the real caufc of her r|tirement» 
without being able to gei; any other ac- 
count, but that every body was furpriz-' 
ed at it, and no body guefied the reaibiu 
I have been feveral times to fee her 5 but 
it gives me too much melancholy to fee 
fo agreeable a young creature buried 
filive. I am not furprized that nuns 
have fo often infpired violent paflions ; 
the pity one naturally feels for them, 
when they feem worthy of another de- 
fkiny, making an eafy way for yet more 
tender fentiments. I never in my life 
had fo little charity for the Roman Ca- 
tholic religion^ as fincc I fee the mifery 

k 
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it occafions; fo many poor unhappy 
women ! and then the grofs fupcrftition 
of the common people, who are fome or 
other of them, day and night, offering 
bits of candle to the wooden figures, 
that arc fet up almoft fn every ftreet. 
The procclfons I fee very often are a 
pageantry, as ofienfive and apparently 
contradidory to common fenfe, as the 
pagods of China. God knows whether it 
be the womanly fpirit of contradidlion 
that works in me, but there never, be- 
fore, was fuch zeal againll popery in the 
heart of. 

Dear Madam, &c. &u 



LET. 



[74] 

LETTER XIIL 
To Mr. . 

Vienna^ Oft. lo, O. S. 1716. 

ID E S E R V E not all the reproaches 
you make me. If I have been Ibiric 
time without anfwering your letter, it is 
not, that I don't know how many 
thanks are due to you for it ; or that I 
am ftupid enough to prefer any amufc- 
ments, to the pleafure of hearing from 
you •, but after the profeffions of cfteem 
you have fo obligingly made me, I can* 
not help delaying, as long as I can, 
(hewing you, that you are miftaken. If 
you are fincere, when you fay, you cx- 
pe6b to be extremely entertained by my 
letters I ought to be mortified at the 
difappointment that I am fure you wiH 

receive, 
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receive, when you hear from me ; the* 
I have done my beft endeavours to find 
out fomething worth writing to you, I 
have feen every thing that was to be feen 
with a very diligent curiofity. Here are 
fomc fine villa's, particularly, the late 
Prince of Lichtenftein's ; but the ftatues 
arc all modern, and the piftures not of 
the firft hands. 'Tis true, the Emperor 
has fome of great value. I was yefter- 
day to fee the repofitory, which they call 
his Treafure^ where they feem to have 
been more diligent in amafiing a great 
quantity of things, than in the choice of 
them. 1 fpent above five hours there, 
and yet there were very few things that 
flopped me long to confider them. But 
the number is prodigious, being a very 
long gallery filled, on both fides, and 
five large rooms. There is a vaft quan- 
tity of paintings, amongft which are 
I many 
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Quwy finp mloiaturest biKthe m#ft r^ 
luable piftures are t few of, Cfrr^p 
cbofe of Tilian being at the Favmt§. 

. The cabinet of jewels did not tppoir 
]to me ib rich u I expedled to fiie ic» 
They (hewed me there a cupt aboQt,thi 
lize of a tea di(h» of one entire mirsldf 
which they had fo particular, a refpeft 
ifor, that only the Emperor has the li- 
berty of touching it. There is a laijBB 
cabinet full of curiofitiet of clockwonCt 
only one of which I thought worth ob< 
ferving, that was a craw fi(h with all 
chc motions (b natural, that it was hard 
to didinguilh it from the life. 

Ti)c next cabinet was a laige colkc* 
lion of Agates^ fpmc of diem extremidf 
beautiful and of an uncommon Iize» and 
(everal vales of Lapis LazuU. . I was 

fiirprized 
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foiprizcd to fee the cabinet of medals fo 
pocwly furniflied ; I did not remark on* 
of any value, and they are kept in a 
moft ridiculous diforder. As to the 
Antiquesj very few of them defcrve that 
name. Uj:on my faying they were mo- 
dern, I could not forbear laughing at 
the anfwer of the profound antiquary 
that fhcwed them, that they wen an-- 
cient enough^ for to his kncnvledge th^ 
bad been there thefe forty years ; but the 
next cabinet diverted me yet better, be- 
ing nothing elfe but a parcel of wax ba- 
bies, and toys in ivory, very well worthy 
to be prcfcnted children of five years 
old. Two of the rooms were wholly fill- 
ed with thefe trifles of all kinds, fee in 
jewels, amongfl: which I was defired to 
obfcrve a crucifix, that they afiured me 
had fpoke very wifely to the Emperor 
Leopold. I won't trouble you with a 

catalogue 
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catalogue of the reft of the lumber, but 
I muft not forget to mention, a fmall 
piece of loadftone that held up an anchor 
of ftecl too heavy for me to lift. This 
is what I thought moft curious in the 
whole treafure. There are fome few 
heads of antient ftatues ; but feveral of 
them are defaced by modern additions. 
I forefee that you will be very little facif- 
fied with this letter, and I dare hardly 
alk you, to be good-natured enough to 
charge the dulnefs of it, on the barren- 
nefs of the fubjeft, and to overlook the 
ftupidity of. 

Your, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To the Countefs of 



Prague^ Nov. 17, 0,S. 1716. 
HOPE my dear fiftcr wants no new 
proof of my fincere afftSion for her ; 
It I am fure if you do, I could not 
sre you a ftronger than writing at this 
nc, after three days, or, morepro- 
rly fpeaking, three nights and days, 
rd poft-traveliing. — ^The kingdom of 
)hemia is the moft defert of any I have 
;n in Germany. The villages are io 
K)r, and the poft-houfes lb miferabic, 
at clean ftraw and fair water are blef- 
)gs not always to be met with, and 
tter accommodation not to be hoped 
r. Though I carried my own bed 
ith me, I could not fometimes find a 

place 
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place to fet it up in ; and I rather chc 
to travel all night, as cold as it is, wra 
ped up in my furs, than go into tl 
common ftoves, which are filled with 
mixture of all forts of ill fcents. 

This town was once the royal feat ( 
the Bohemian King, and is ftill tl 
capital of the kingdom. There are y 
fomc remains of its former fplendou 
being one of the largeft towns in Gci 
many, but, for the moft part, old bui 
and thinly iahabited, which makes tli 
houfes very cheap. Thofc people c 
quality who cannot cafily bear the ex 
pence of Vienna, chufe to refidc hat 
where they have aflemblies, mufic, am 
all other diverfions, (thofc of a court ex 
ccpted) at very moderate rates, al 
things being here in great abundance 
tfpecially, tht beft wild fowl I cvc 

tafiod 
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tailed. I have already been vificed by 
Ibme of the mofl: confiderable ladies, 
whofe relations 1 know at Vienna. 
They are dreffed after the falhions 
there, after the manner that the people 
di Exeter imitate thofe o£ London ; 
that is, their imitation is more excef- 
five than the original 'Tis not eafy to 
defcribe what extraordinary figures they 
make. The perfon is fo much loft be- 
tween head'drefs and petticoat, that they 
httve as much occa(ion to write upon 
their backs, " This, is a Woman^^ for 
the information of travellers, as ever 
fign-poft painter had to write, ** This 
^^ is a Bear.'^ I will not forget to write 
to you again from Dreiden and Leipzig, 
bdng much more foUicitous to content 
your curiofity, than to indulge my own 

repofe. 

I am, &c. 

Vol. I. G LET- 
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LETTER XV. 

To the Countefs of 



Leipzig^ Nov. 21, O. S. 1716. 

I BELIEVE, dear fitter, you will 
eafily forgive my not writing to you 
from Drefden, as I promifcd, when I 
tell you, that I never went out of my 
chaife from Prague to this place. You 
may imagine how heartily I was tired 
with twenty four hours pod- travelling, 
without flecp or refrcfhment (for I can 
never flcep in a coach however fatigued. } 
We paffed by moon-(hine, the frightfu) 
precipices that divide Bohemia from 
Saxony, at the bottom of which runs 
the river Elbe ; but I cannot fay, that I 
had reafon to fear drowning in it, being 
pcrfcftly convinced, that in cafe of a 

tumble. 
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mble, it was utterly impoQible to 
me alive to the bottom. In many 
aces the road is fo narrow, that 1 could 
\t difccrn an inch of fpace between the 
icels and the precipice. Yet I was fo 

)od a wife not to wake Mr. W- y, 

lo was faft aflecp by my fide, to make 
m Ihare in my fears, fince the danger 
IS unavcrfdable, till I perceived by the 
ight light of the moon, our poftillions 
dding on horfe-back, while the horfes 
sre onafuli gallop. Then indeed I 
;>ught it very convenient to call out to 
fire them to look where they were 
•ing. My calling waked Mr. W — y, 
d he was much more furprized than 
jrfelf at the fituation we were in, and 
bred me, that he pafied the Alps 
c times in different places, without 
n* having gone a road fo dangerous. 
lave been told fince, that 'tis common 
G 2 to 



to find the bodies of travellers in tli 
Elbe, but thwk God that was not oi: 
deftiny, and we came fafe toDrdRIcr 
io much tired with fear and fatigue, 
was not poffible for me (o compole mj 
felf to write. After palling thefe dreac 
id rocks, Drefden appeared to me 
wonderfully agreeable fituation, in a fir 
l^fge. P^cc on the banks of the Elbe, 
was very glad ;o ftay there a day to n 
mylelf. The town is the neatefl i bai 
fi^en in Germany ; moft of the houfi 
are new built v the EkAor's palace 
very handfome, and his repofitory fii 
of curiofities of different kinds, with 
colledion of medals very much efteema 

Sir -^ , our king's Envoy, came t 

fte me here, and Madam de L— — — 
whom I knew in London, when h 
hufband was Minifter to the King < 
Poland there. She ofiered me all things i 
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jowct to entertain me, and brought 

ladies with her, whom flie pre- 
d to me. The Saxon ladies re^ 
te the Auftrian no more, than tht 
icfe do thofe^of London; they are 

gprtteely dreflcd after the Englifh 
French modes, and have, generally, 
y faoes^ but they are the moft dc- 
ined MSnandkres in the whole worlds 
f would think it a mortal fin againft 
\ (needing, if they either fpoke or 
:d in a natural manner. They all 
b a little foft ViSp^ and a pretty fifty 
ftep» which fonde frailties ought, 
Tcr, to be forgiven them in favour 
heir civility and good nature CO 
g^rs, which I have a great deal of 
Q to praifie, 

be Countefs of Cotelle is kept pri- 

in ft melancholy eaftle, ibme 

G 3 leagues 
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leagues from hence, and I cannot f 
bear telling you what I have hearc 
her, becaufe it feems to me very cxi 
ordinary, though I forefee I fhall ft 
my letter to the fize of a pacquet. — I 
was miftrefs to the King of Poll 
(Eleftor of Saxony) with fo abfolut 
dominion over him, that never any I 
had fo much power in that court. T 
tell a pleafant ftory of his majefly's I 
declaration of love, which he made i 
vifit to her, bringing in one hand a 1 
of a hundred thoufand crowns, anc 
the other a horfe Ihoe, which hefnap 
afunder before her face, leaving hej 
draw the confequences of fuch rema 
able proofs of ftrengtb and liberality, 
know not which charmed her moft, 
flie confented to leave her hufband anc 
give herfelf up to him entirely, be 

divorced publickly, in fuch a mani 



[87 3 
as by their laws, permits either party to 
many again. Ood knows whether it 
was at this time, or in fome other fond 
fit, but 'tis certain the king had the 
weaknefs to make her a formal contraft 
of marriage; which, though it could 
fignify nothing during the life of the 
Queen, pleafed her fo well, that (he 
could not be contented, without telling 
it to all the people fhe faw, and giving 
herfelf the airs of a Queen. Men en- 
dure every thing while they are in love ; 
but when the excefs of paffion was cooled 
by long poffcffion, his Majefty begun 
to refleft on the ill confequences of leav- 
ing fuch a paper in her hands, and de- 
fired to have it reftored to him. But (he 
rather chofe to endure all the moft vio- 
lent efiedts of his anger than give it up 5 
and though Ihe is one of the richeft and 
moft avaritious ladies of her country, flie 

G 4 has 
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has refufed the ofier of the cohtbuation 
of a large penfion, and the fecurity of a 
va(t fum of money fiie has amafled, and 
has, at lad, provoked the King to coti«^ 
fine her perfon to a caftle, where fbt 
endures all the terrors of a ftralt irrtpri- 
fonment, and remains ftill inflexible 
cither to threats or promifes. Her vio- 
lent paffions have brought her indeed 
into fits, which 'tis fuppofed will foon. 
put an end to her life. I cannot forbear 
having fome compaflion for a woman, 
that fufFers for a point of honour, how- 
ever miftaken, efpecially in a country 
where pdnts of honour are not over fcni- 
puloufly obferved among ladies. 

I could have wifhed Mr. W-^-^— y^s 
bufinefs had permitted him a longei 
ftay at Drefden. 

Perhaps 
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Peiiiaps I am partial to a town whett 
they pro&ft the Proteftant Religion, but 
every thing fccmed to me with quite 
lanothef tit of politcnefs, than I have 
found in other places. Leipjcj where I 
am at prcfent, is a town very confider- 
able for its trade, and I take this oppor- 
tunity of buying page*s liveries, gold 
ilufis for myfelf, &c. all things of that 
kind being at leaft double the price at 
Vienna, partly becaufe of the exceflive 
cuftoms, and partly through want of 
genius and induftry in the people, who 
make no one fort of thing there, fo that 
the ladies are obliged to fend, even for 
their Ihoes, out of Saxony. The fair 
here is one of the moft confiderable in 
Germany, and the refort of all the peo- 
ple of quality, as well as of the mer- 
chants. This is alfo a fortified town, 
but I avoid ever mentioning fortifica- 
tions. 



dons, being fenlible that I knoi 
how to fpeak of them. I am the 
eafy under my ignorance, when I : 
that I am fure you'll willingly f< 
the omillion ; for if I made you the 
exa£i: defcription of all the ravelir 
baftions I fee in my travels, I dare 
you would alk me what is a ravelin 
what is a baftion ? 

-- Adieu, my dear Si 



L ] 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Countefs of — — . 

Brunfwick, Nov. 23. O, S. 1716. 

I AM juft come to Brunfwick, a very 
old town, but which has the advan- 
tage of being the capital of the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttle's dominions, a family (not 
to fpeak of its antient honours) illuftri- 
ous, by having its younger branch on 
the throne of England, and having 
given two Empreffes to Germany. I 
have not forgot to drink your health 
here in Mum^ which I think very well 
deferves its reputation of being the beft 
in the world. This letter is the third I 
have writ to you during my journey, 
and I declare to you, that if you don't 
fend nie immediately a full and true ac- 
count 
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count of all the changes and chances 
amongfl: our London acquafntance, I 
will not write you any defcription of 
Hanover (where I hope to be to night) 
though I know you have more curiofity 
to hear of that place than any other. 



LET. 
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LETTER XVIf. 
To life Countefs of J^ '^ 



Bam'oer^ Nov. 25, O. $• 1716, 

I RECEIVED your kdyftiipV let- 
ter bat the day before I left Vienna, 
thoiigti, ^ tbe date, I oi^ht to hare 
had it fnUch fooncr 5 but nothing was 
ever worfe regulated than the poft in 
moft parts of Germany. I can afiurc 
you, the pacquet at Prague was behind 
my chaife, and in that manner conveyed 
to Drcfden, fo that the fccrcts of half 
the couDtry were at my mercy, if I ksid 
had any curiofity for them. I would 
DOt longer delay my thanks for yours, 
though the number of my acquaintance* 
here, and my duty of attending at court, 
leaves me hardly any time to dilpofe of. 

I am 
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I am extremely pleafcd that I can tell 
you, without flattery or partiality, that 
our young Prince *, has all the accom- 
plifbments that 'tis poflible to have at his 
age, with an air of fprightlinefs and un- 
derftanding, and fomething fo very en- 
gaging and eafy in his behaviour, that 
he needs not the advantage of his rank 
to appear charming. I had the honour 
of a long converfation with him ]aft 
night, before the King came in. His 
governor retired on purpofe (as he told 
me afterwards) that I might make fpmc 
judgment of his genius, by hearing him 
fpeak without conftraint -, and I was fur- 
prifed at the quicknefs and politeriefs, 
that appeared in every thing he faid, 
joined to a perfon pcrfedly agreeable, 
and the fine fair hair of the Princefs. 

♦ The father of his prefent Majcfty. 

This 



i9Sl 
This town is ftfcither large nor hand- 
(btne ; but the palace is capable of hold- 
ing a much greater court than that of 
k. James. The King has had the 
|[6odnefs to appoint us a lodging in one 
tart of it, without which we fhould have 
een very ill accommodated; for the 
aft hunA)er of Englilh crowds the town 
> much, 'tis very good luck to get one 
)rry room in a miferable tavern. I 
ined to day with the Portuguefe Am- 
aflador, who thinks Himfelf very hap- 
y to have two wretched parlours in an 
in. I have now made the Tour of 
rermany, and cannot help obferving a 
anfiderable difference between triavelling 
ere and in England. One fees none of 
lofe fine feats of noblemen, fo common 
mongft us, nor any thing like a coun- 
y gentleman's houfe, though they have 
lany fituations pcrfcdly fine. But the 
X whole 



Whole peoi^e tre divided into abfblu 
£>vereig{Hies» wheiie all the riches ai 
magnificence are at court, or into con 
munitie3 of merchfuits, fuch as Nure 
bucg and Frankfort) where they liv« a 
ways in town for the convenience of trad 
The King's company of French com 
dians play here every night. They a 
v^ry well diiefl^d^ and fome of them n( 
ill a^ors. His Majefty dines and fu| 
conftantly in public. The court is vei 
nunierous, and bis affability and goo( 
n€fs, makes it one of the moft agreeab 
places in the world. 

Dear Madam, 

Your L. &c. &c* 



LSI 
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LETTER XVIIL 
To the Lady R — — . 

Hanover^ 0£t. i, O. S. 171 6. 

I AM very glad, my dear Lady R — , 
that you have been fo well pleafed, 
as you tell me, at the report of my re- 
turning to England ; though, like 
other pleafures, I can affure you it has 
no real foundation. I hope you know 
me enough to take my word againft any 
report concerning me. 'Tis true, as to 
diftance of place, I am much nearer to 
London than I was fome weeks ago i but 
as to the thoughts of a return, I never 
was fanher off in my life. I own, I 
could with great joy indulge the pleaf- 
ing hopes of feeing you and the very 
few others that (hare my efteem ; but 
Vol. I. H while 



while Mr. W is determined to pro- 
ceed in his defign, I am determined to 
follow him. — I am running on upon my 
own affairs, that is to fay, 1 aifi going 
to write very dully, as moft people do, 
wljen they write of themfelves. I wfll 
make hafte to change the difagreeabk 
fubjed, by telling you, that I am now 
got into the ri^ioa of beauty. All the 
women have, literally, rofy cheeks^ 
fnowy foreheads and bofoms, jet cyc^ 
brows, and fcarlet lips, to which they 
generally add coal-black hair. Thofe 
perfeftions never leave them, till the 
hour of their deaths, and have a very 
fine effeft by candle light ; but I could 
wilh they were handfome with a little 
more variety. They refemble one an- 
other as much as Mrs. Salmon's court of 
Great- Britain, and are in as much danger 
of melting away, by too near approach- 
ing 
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Irtg the firic, \(^hich they, for that rtA^ 
foi% eirtfally av(M(l, though 'tis now 
ftrcfc exceffive cbld Wicather, that I be- 
ficve they faffer extremely by that piece 
(>f feff-denial. The fnow is already very 
deep, and the people begin to Aide 
abotit in their Traineaus. This is a fa- 
vodfire diverfion all over Germany. 
They are little machines fixed upon a 
fledge, that hold a lady and a gentle- 
tnsrii, aid aft drawn by one horfe. Tht 
gentleman has the honour of driving, 
and ibey move whh at prodigious fwift- 
ftefe. The lady, the horfe and tht 
Tndneau, are aU as fine as they can te 
made, and vfhtn there are many of 
thern together, *tis a very agreeabk 
ftiow. At Vienna, where all pieces of 
magni^ende are carried to excels, there 
ait fomenmes machines of this kind, 
that coft five or fix hundred pounds 

H 2 Englii^, 
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Englifh. The Duke of Wolfenb 
is now at this court ; you know I 
nearly related to our King, and unc 
the remaining Emprefs, who is, 1 
lieve, the moll beautiful Princcfs i 
earth. She is now with child, whic 
all the confolation of the Imperial C 
for the lofs of the Arch-duke. I 
my leave of her the day before 1 
Vienna, and flie begun to fpeak to 
with fo much grief and tendernefs o: 
death of that young prince, I had n 
ado to with-hold my tears. You k 
that I am not at all partial to peopL 
their titles ; but I own, that I fove 
charming Princefs (if I may ufe fo f 
liar an exprefTion) and if I had nc 
ftiould have been very much mov< 
the tragical end of an only fon, 1 
after being fo long dcfired, and at lei 
killed by want of good managenr 

wca 



[ lOI ] 

ining him in the beginning of the 

Her. Adieu, dear Lady R , 

itinue to write to me, and believe 
le of your goodnefs is loft upon 

Your, &c. 



H 3 L E Ti 



t K T T E R XIX, 

Tp the Cowntcfe of — ^ 



JShnkenbupg^ 0&.. 17, O. S, 1716, 

IR E C E I V E D yours, dear fifter, 
the very day I left Hanover. You 
may eafily imagine I was then in too 
great a hurry to anfwer it 5 but you fee 
I take the firft opportunity of doing my- 
felf that pleafure. I came here the f 5th, 
very late at night, after a terrible jour-r 
ncy, in the worft roads and weather that 
ever poor traveller fufFered. I have 
taken thjs little fatigue, merely to oblige 
the reigning Emprefs, and carry a mef- 
fage from her Imperjal Majefty to the 
Duchefs of Blankenburg, her mother, 
who is a Princefs of great addrefs and 
good breeding, and may be dill called ^ 

fine 
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fine woman. It was fo late when I came 
to this town, I did not think it proper 
to difturb the Duke and Duchefs with 
the news of my arrival ; fo I took up 
my quarters in a miferable inn ; but as 
foon as I had fcnt my compliments to 
their Highnefles, they immediately fcnt 
me their own coach and fix horfcs, 
which bad however enough to dp to 
draw us up the very high hill on which 
the caftie is fituated. The Duchefs is 
extremely obliging to me, and this little 
court is not without its diverfions. The 
Duke taillys at Bajfet every night, and 
the Duchefs tells me, (he is lb well 
pleaied with my company, that it makes 
ber play lefs than fhe ufed to do. I 
fliould find it very difficult to fteal time 
to write, if fhe was not now at church, 
where I cannot wait on her, not under- 
standing the language enough to pay my 
H 4 devotions 
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devotions in it. You will not forgive 
me, if I do not fay fomething of Hano- 
ver 5 I cannot tell you that the town . 
is either large or magnificent. The 
opera- houfe, which was built by the 
late Eleftor, is much finer than that of 
Vienna. I was very forry that the ill 
weather did not permit me to fee Hern- 
baufen in all its beauty ; but in fpite of 
the fnow, I thought the gardens very 
fine. I was particularly furprifcd, ac 
the vaft number of orange trees, much 
larger than any I have ever feen in Eng- 
land, though this climate is certainly 
colder. But I had more reafon to wonder, 
that night at the King's table, to fee a 
prefent from a gentleman of this country, 
of two large baflcets full of ripe oranges 
and lemons of different forts, many of 
which were quite new to me 5 and what 
I thought worth all the reft, two ripe 

Ananajfes^ 
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Jtnanqffesy which, to my tafte, are a 
fruit perfeftly delicioys. You know 
they aire naturally the growth of jBr^s//, 
and I could not imagine how they came 
here but by enchantment. Upon en- 
quiry, I learn* t that they have brought 
their ftoves to fuch pcrfeftion, they 
lengthen their fummer as long as they 
pleafe, giving to every plant the degree 
of heat it would receive from the fun in 
its native foil. The efFedl is very near 
the fame; I am furprized we do not 
pradlife, in England, fo ufeful an inven- 
tion. This reflcdtion leads me to con- 
fidcr our obftinacy in fhaking with cold, 
five months in the year, rather than 
tiiakt ufe of ftoves, which are certainly 
one of the greateft conveniencies of life. 
Befides, they are fo far from fpoiling the 
form pf a room, that they add very 
much to the magnificence of it, when 

they 
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ftcy arc painted and gilt, as tK^arc at 
Vienna, or at Drefden, where they arc 
often in the fhapes of china jars, ftatues 
or fine cabinets, fo naturally reprefcnted, 
thit they are not to be diftinguifhcd. If 
ever I return, in defiance to the fafhion, 
you fhall certainly fee one in the cham- 
ber of, 

Dearfifter, Your, &c. 

1 will write often, fmce you defirc 
it ; but I muft beg you to be a little 
more particular in yours ; you fancy 
me at forty miles diftance, and forget, 
that, after fo long an abfence, I can't 
underfland hints. 



LET- 
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LETTER XX, 

To the Lady ; 

Vienna^ Jan. i, O. S. lyif^ 

IH A V E juft received here at Vienna^ 
your lady{hip*s compliments on my 
return to England, fent me from Hano«- 
ver, You fee. Madam, all things that 
^re aflcrted with <;onfidcnce, are not ab» 
folutely true -, and that you have no fort 
of reafon to complain of me for making 
my dcfigned return a myftcry to you, 
when, you fay, all the world arc; in- 
formed of ir. You may tell all the 
world in my name, that they are never 
fo well informed of my affairs as I am 
myfclf, that I am very pofitive I am at 
this time at Vienna, where the carnaval 
i(s bc-gun, and all forts of diverfions arc 

carried 
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I found It would be fome months labour 
to make them comprehend them. Laft 
night there was an Italian comedy aftcd 
at court. The fcenes were pretty, but 
the comedy itfelf fuch intolerable low 
farce, without either wit or hurrour, 
that I was furprized how all the court 
could fit there attentively for four hours 
together. No women are fufFered to 
aft on the ft age, and the men drefled, 
like them, were fuch aukward figures, 
they very much added to the ridicule 
of the fpedacle. What compleated the 
diverdon was the exceflive cold, ^yhich 
was fo great I thought I fhould have 
died there. It is now the very extremity 
. of the winter here ; the Danube is en- 
tirely frozen, and the weather not to be 
fupported without ftpves and furs j but, 
however, the air fo clear, almofl: every 
body is well, and colds pot half fo com- 
3 mon 
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mon as in England. I am perfiiadcci 
there cannot be a purer air, nor more 
wholefome than that of Vienna. The 
plenty and excellence of all forts of pro- 
vifions are greater here than in any place 
I ever was before, and *tis not very ex-* 
penfive to keep a fplcndid table. Tis 
really a pleafure to pafs through the mar- 
kets, and fee the abundance of what we 
Ihould think rarities, of fowls and veni-* 
fon, that arc daily brought in from Hun- 
gary and Bohemia. They want nothing 
but (hell-fiih, and are fo fond of oy- 
ftcrs, that they have them fent from 
Venice, and cat them very greedily, 
ftink or not (link. Thus I obey your* 
commands. Madam, in giving you an 
account of Vienna, thougji I know you 
will not be fatisfied with it. You chide 
me for my lazinefe in not telling you 
a thoufand agreeable and furprizing 

things. 
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ditngs, that you fay you are fure, I 
have feen and beard. Upon my word^ 
Madam, *tis my regard to truth, and 
not l^inefs, that 1 do not entertain 
you with as many prodigies as other 
travellers ufe to divert their readers 
with. I might caCly pick up won- 
ders in every town I pafs through, 
or tell you a long feries of Popilh 
miracles, but I cannot fancy that 
there is any thing new in letting you 
know, that priefts will lye, and the 
mob believe, all the world over. 
Then as for news, that you are fo 
inquifitivc about, how can it be en- 
tert^ning to you (that don't know 
the people) that the Prince of r— 
has forfaken the Countefs of ■ ? 
or that the Prince fuch a onij has 
aA intrigue^ with Count fucb a one f 
♦ Would 
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Would you have me write : 

like the Countcfs of D* , a 

it not better to tell you a 
truth. 

That I am, I 



Let t e r xxi. 

^o the Countefs of ■ 



Vienna^ Jan. i6j O. S. 171 7. 

I AM now, dearfifter, to take leave 
of you for a long time, and of 
Vienna for ever, defigning, to-morrow, 
to begin my journey through Hungary 
in Ipite of the exceOive cold, and (Jeep 
fnows, which is enough to damp a 
greater courage than I am miftrefsof. 
But my principle oi faffive-obedience^ car- 
ries me through every thing. I have 
had my audience of leave of the Em- 
prefs. His Imperial Majefty was pleafcd 
to be prefent, . when I waited on the 
reigning Emprcfs, and, after a very 
obli^ng converfatlon, both their Impe- 
l-ial Majefties invited me to take Vienna 
Vot. L I ia 



m my road back ; but I have no thoughts 
of enduring, over agafn, fo great a fa- 
tigue. I delivered . a letter from the 
Duchefs of Blankenburg. I ftaid but a 
few days at that court, though her High- 
rids preffed md^ very nfiuch to (iay ; and 
^ii'cn i lek hei*, engaged rtie to write to 
heir. I wrdtfe' yOU k lorig letter ffom 
thence, which t hope you have fecdVed, 
tfiobgh you ddn^t mention it ; bcft I bd- 
fieve i itft-gcft to tell ymom curiofity m 
ill the German aoitrts, which I cannot 
fortwr taking notice of : All the Pi*kre& 
keep ^ fftvoWite dw.^s. The Emper^ 
*f*l ' Emp¥^^ have two <tf thefe little 
KioAftefk^ as ogly as devils, efpTCi^ly 
ikt fiktrale ; but they zft all bedawbrad 
With dfenKOnds, and fttfnd at bet Hfeje- 
Aiei efborw in all pijHrc places. The 
rWke of Wolfcnbuttel has one, and the 
t)^ucKe& of BlankenttJrg is not wichoat 

I fattSy 
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hers, but indeed the moft proportionabttf 

i ever faw. I am told the King of Den- 

maik has fo far improved upon this 

fafliion, that his dwarf is his chief mi- 

nifter. I can affign no reafon for their 

fondncfs for thcfe pieces of deformity, 

but the opinion all the abfolute Princes 

have; that 'tis below them to converfe 

with' the reft of mankind ; and not to be 

quite aldnc, they are forced to feek their 

companion^ aftiong the refufe of human 

nature, thefe creatures being the only 

part of their court privileged to talk 

fr^Iy to ^heoi. I am at prefcnt confined 

to ihy chamber by a fore threat, and 

^m wally glad of the ewufe to avoid 

(firing people, that I loye well enough, 

p ^ yery much mortified when I think 

ana going to part with them for ever. 

ris true, the Auftrians are not com- 

only the moft polite people m the 

1 2 world. 
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world, nor the mod agreeable. Bat 
Vienna is inhabited by all nations, and 
I had formed to myfelf a little fodcty d 
fuch as were perfcdWy to my own tafte. 
And though the number was not very 
great, I could never pick up, in any 
other place, fuch a number of realbn- 
able, agreeable people. We were al- 
mod always together, and you know I 
have ever been of opinion, that a diofen 
converfation, compofcd of a few thai 
one efteems, is the greateft happine(s o 
life. Here are fome Spaniards of bot 
fexes, that have all the vivacity and g 
nerofity of fentiments anticntly afcrib 
to their nation ; and could I beliei 
that the whole kingdom were like the 
I (hould wifh nothing more than to < 
my days there. The ladfcs of my 
quaintance have k much goodods 
me, they cry whenever they fee 



fince I ^m determined to undertake this 
journey. And, , indeed, I am not very 
cafy when I refleft on what I am going 
to fuflfcr. Almoft every body I fee 
frights me with fome new difficulty. 
Prince Eugene has been fo good as to fay 
all the things he could to perfuade me to 
ftay till the Danube is thawed, that I 
may have the conveniency of going by 
water, aiTuring me, that the houfcs in 
Hungary are fuch, as are no defence 
againfl: the weather, and that I fliall be 
obliged to travel three or four days be- 
tween Buda and Ejfeeky without finding 
any houfe at all, through defart plains 
covered with fnow 5 where the cold is fo 
violent, many have been killed by it. I 
own thefe terrors have made a very deep 
impreOion on my mind, becaufe I believe 
he tells me things truly as they are, and 
no body can be better informed of them. 
I 3 Now 



I »8 ] 
Now I have named that great man^ 
I am fure you escpeft, I fhould fay fome- 
thing particular of him, having ^the^'bd- 
vantage of feeing him very often ; but! 
am as unwilling to fpeak of bim at 
Vienna^ ias I fhould be to talk of Heroi- 
les in the court ofOmphale^ if! had'ften 
him there. I don*t know what • comfort 
other people find in cohfidering the 
weaknefs of great men, (becaufe, per- 
haps, it brings them nearer to their leVel) 
but 'tis always a mortification to me, 
to obferve, that there is no perfedion 
in humanity. The young Prince of 
Portugal is the admiration of the whole 
court; he is handfome and polite with 
a great vivacity. All the officers tell 
wonders of his gallantry the laft cam- 
paign. He is lodged at court with all 
the honours due to his rank.— ^-^Adieu, 
dear fitter, this is the laft^ccoimt you 



^vnil hw fjtQm f^f of Vi^onai. If J fur- 
,yUc my jpuroey, ypu ,lhaU h^f ftpoi 
Jne,^gwn. I-cani^yj w.ith great truth, 
in the yipxds ,q£ MQWifeSj J kave lo^g 
karnt to bold np/felf a^ nothings but 
when I think of the fatigue my poor 
infant muft fuffer, I have all a mother's 
fondnefs in my eyes, and all her tender 
paffions in my heart. 

P. S. I have written a letter to my 

lady , that I believe Ihe won't like ; 

and upon cooler refledion, I think I had 
done better to have let it alone ; but I 
was downright peevifli at all her quef- 
tionSy and her ridiculous imagination, 
that I have certainly feen abundance of 
wonders which I keep to myfelf out of 
mccr malice. She is very angry that I 
jaroA't Uc like other travellers. I verily 
I 4 believe 
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believe Ihe cxpefts I Ihould tell hei 
the Anthropopbagh^ men whbfe he 
grow below their Ihouldeirs; howei 
pray fay fomething to pacify her. 



L E 



LETTER XXII, 
To Mr. Pope. 

Vienna^ Jan. i6. O. S. 1717. 

I HAVE not tinie to anfwer your 
Jetter, being in all the hurry of pre- 
paring for my journey ; but, I think, I 
ought to bid adieu to my friends with the 
fame folemnity, as if I was going to 
mount a breach, at leaft, if I am to be- 
lieve the information of the people here, 
who denounce all fort of terrors to me 5 
and, indeed, the weather is at prefent 
fuch, as very few ever fet out in. I am 
threatned, at the fame time, with being 
frozen to death, buried in the fnow, and 
taken by the Tartars, who ravage that 
part of Hungary I am to pafs. 'Tis 
true, wc ftiall have a confiderable efcorU^ 
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fo that, poffibly, I may be diverted with 
a new fcene, by -findir^ -myiclf in the 
midft of a battle. How my adventures 
will conclude, I leav^ cjt>tirely to provi- 
dence ; if comically, you fhall hear of 
lhem.-*-7-Pray be fo good as to tell 
Mr. . — — I have received his .kttcr. 
Make him tny adieus % if I Uve,li!y|ilan- 
fwcr it. The ikmc compliment to.n\y 
J^ady R . 



LET- 
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LETTER XXill. 
To the Couhtefs of 



Peierwaradinj Jan. 30, O. S. 1717. 

AT tength, dear fitter, I am fafely 
arrived with all my family in j/ocd 
health 2Lt Pe^erwaradin ', having fiflercd 
fo little from the rigour of the feafon 
(againft which we were well provided by 
furs) and found fuch tolerable accommo- 
dation every where, by the care of fend- 
ing before, that I can hardly forbear 
laughing when I recoiled: all the fright- 
ful ideas that were given me of this jour- 
ney. Thefe, I fee, were wholly owing 
to the tendernefs of my Vienna friends, 
and their defire of keeping me with them 
for this winter. Perhaps it will not be 
4ifagrccable to give you a fhort journal 

of 
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of my journey, being through a con 
entirely unknown to you, and very 
pafled, even by the Hungarians tl 
felves, who generally chufe to tab 
conveniency of going down the Dar 
We have had the blefling of beinj 
voured with finer weather than is c 
mon, at this time of the year ; the 
the fnow was fo deep, we were obi 
to have our own coaches fixed i 
^raineauSy which move fo fwift ar 
eafily, 'tis by far the moft agree 
manner of travelling poll. We can 
Raah (the fccond day from Vienna) 
the feventeenth inflant, where Mr. ^ 
fending word of our arrival to the gc 
nor, the beH: houfe in the town was 
vided for us, the garrifon put u 
arms, a guard ordered at our c 
and all other honours paid to us. 
governor and all other officers 

medi; 
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mediately waited on Mr. W -, to 

know if there was any thing to be done 
for his fervice. The bifhop of Temefwar 
came to vifit us, with great civility, ear- 
neftly prefling ns to dine with him next 
day, which we refufing, as being re- 
fblvcd to purfue our journey, he fent us 
fcveral bafkets of winter fruit, and a 
great variety of Hungarian wines, with 
a young^hind juft killed. This is a pre- 
late of great power in this country, of 
the antient family of Nadafii^ fo con- 
fiderable, for many ages, in this king- 
dom. He is a very polite, agreeable, 
chearful old man, wearing the Hungarian 
habit, with a venerable white beard down 
to his girdle. — Raab is a ftrongtown, 
well garrifoned and fortified, and was a 
long time the frontier town between the 
. Turkifli and German Empires. It has 
its name from the river Rah^ on which 

ic 
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h is 0tuated> jgft on its rne^jivfjg wiA.thft 
Danube, in an open, champ^a country* ' 
It was firft taken by the Turks undcir the' 
command of Bafla Simfij in the rciga of 
Sjotkan Amuratb III. in the year fiftccft 
hundred ninety-four. The goveriior be^ 
iDg fuppqfed 50 hav^ betrayed it, w^ 
afterwards beheaded by tKe Enfipieror-s 
command. The Counts oi Swartztnbutg 
and P^?^ retook it by furprize 1598, fince 
which time it has remained in the hands 
of the Germans, though the Turks once 
more attempted to gain it by ftratagem 
in 1642. The cathedral is large and wtll 
built, which is all t faw remarkable in the 
town. Leaving Camora on die other fide 
the river, we went the ejghteenib to 
Nofmuhl^ afinall village, where, however, 
we made fliift to find tolerable accommor 
dation. We continued two days travel- 
ling between this place and Buda^ thro*' 

the 



ftieft pfeim m tbfi world, as even m 
itf weie paved, and eztremely fruit- 
; tiktfov the ihoft part defart and un-- 
hraced',. hid w^afte by the long wars 
wuk the Turk and the Emperor i^ 
the more cruel civil war, occafioned 
rhe boffbarous periecucion of the' Pro- 
mi i>eU{[ion, by the Emperor Leo- 
L • T^ prince has left behind him 
chafra&er of an extraordinary piety, 

was naturally of a mild merciful 
per ;, but, putting his confcience 

the. hands of a jefuit, he was more 
d and treacherous to his poor Hun- 
an fubjefts, than ever the Turk has 
1 to the Chriftians j breaking, with- 
fcruple, his coronation oath, and his 
:>, felemnly given in many puhUc 
ties. Indeed nothing can be more 
ancholy than in travellir^g through 
ngary, to reflcft on. the forffier 

flourilhing 
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fiouri(hing ftdte pf ^t kingdom^ and td 
fee fuch a noble fpot of earth almoft un^ 
mhabited. Such are alfo the prcfcht.cir- 
cumftances of Buda (where we arrived 
very early the twenty fecond) once the 
royal feat of the Hungarian kings, whole 
palace there, was reckoned one of the 
moft beautiful buildings of the age, now 
wholly deftroyed, no part of the town 
having been repaired fince the laft iiege, 
but the fortifications and the caftle, which 
is the preferit rcfidence of the governor 
general Ragule, an officer of great merit. 
He came immediately to fee us, and car- 
ried us in his coach to his houfe, where 
I was received by his lady, with all pof- 
fible civility, and magnificently chtcr- 
tdned. This city is fituated upon a lit- 
tle hill on the fouth fide of the Danube. 
The caftle is much higher than the 
towf , and from it the profpeft is very 

noble. 
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ttoble* Without the walls lie a Vaft 
number of little houfes, or rather huts^ 
that they call the Rafcian town, being 
altogether inhabited by that people. The 
governor affurcd me it would furnilh 
ttvclve thoufand fighting men. Thefc 
towns look very odd ; their houfes ftand 
in rows, many thoufands of them fo 
clofe together, that they appear, at a 
little diftance, like old>fa(hioned thatch- 
ed tents. They confift, every one of 
them, of one hovel above, and another 
under ground ; thefe are their fummer 
and winter apartments. Buda was firfl: 
tgketi by Solyman the Magnificent, in 
15261 and loft the following year to 
Ferdinand the Firft, King of Bohemia. 
Solyman regained it by the treachery of 
the garrifon, and voluntarily gave it into 
the hands of King John of Hungary, 
after whofe death, his Ton being an in- 
Vol. !• K fant, 
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fant, Ferdinand laid fiege to it, and the 
Queen mother was forced to call Soiy- 
man to her aid. He indeed raifed the 
fiege 5 but left a Turkifli garrifon in the 
town, and commanded her to remove 
her court from thence, which Ihe was 
forced to fubmit to in 1541. It refifted 
afterwards the fieges laid to it, by the 
Marquis of Brandenburgb, in the year 
1542 5 Count Schwartzenburg, in 1598; 
General Rofworm, 1602 ; and the 
Duke of Lorrain, commander of the 
Emperor's forces, in 1684, to whom it 
yielded, in 1686, after an obftinate dc* 
fence, Apti Bajfa, the governor, being 
killed, fighting in the breach, with a 
Roman bravery. The lofs of this town 
was fo important, and fo much refented 
by the Turks, that it occafioned the de- 
pofing of their Emperor Mahomet the 
Fourth, the year following. 

We 
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Wc did not proceed on our journey 

till the twenty-third, when we paffed 

through jldamzTid Todowarj both con- 

fiderable towns, when in the hands of 

the Turks, but now quite ruined. The 

remains^ however, of fbmc Turkifh 

towns, (hew fomethirig of what they 

have been. This part of the country is 

very much over-grown with wood, and 

little frequented. *Tis incredible what 

vaft numbers of wild fowl we faw, which 

often live here to a: good old age,-— 

and undiftvrVd by guns^ in quiet Jleep. — 

We came tht five and twentieth, to Mo- 

atcb^ and wpre (hewed the field near 

, where Lewis^ the young King of 

tmgary, loft his army and his life, being 

^wned in a ditch trying to fly from 

hfbeusy general of Solyman the Magni- 

nt. This battle opened the firft paf- 

\ for the Turks into the heart di 

K 2 HuugaiT^'. 
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Hungary. 1 don't name to you the 

little villages, of which I can fay no- 
thing remarkable ; but I'll affure you, I 
have always found a warm ilove ^nd 
great plenty, particularly of wild boar, 
venifon and all kinds oiGibier. The few 
people that inhabit Hungary, live eafily 
enough ; they have no money ; but the 
woods and plains afford them proviGon 
in great abundance ; thty were ordered 
to give us all things neceffary, even what 
horfes we pleafed to demand, gratis \ 

but Mr, W would not opprels the 

poor corjitry people, by making ufe of 
this order, and always paid them to the 
full worth of what we had. They were 
fo furprized at this unexpefted generofity, 
which they are very little ufcd to, that 
they always preffed upon us, at parting, 
a dozen of fat pheafants, or fomething 
of that fort for a prefent. Their drcfs is 

very 



I 
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very primitive^ being only a plain Iheep's 
(kin, and a cap and boots of the fame 
ftuff. You may cafily imagine this lafts 
them many winters ; and thus they have 
^ery little occafion for money. The 
twenty-fixth, we paflcd over the frozen 
Dai^ube, with all our equipage, and car- 
riages. We met, on the other fide, ge- 
neral Veterani^ who invited us, with 
great civility, to pafs the night at a little 
cattle of his, a fcw miles off, affuring 
us we ftiould have a very hard day*s 
journey to reach EJfek. This we found 
but too true, the woods being very dan- 
gerous, and fcarce paflable from the vaft 
quantity of wolves that hoard in them. 
We came, however, fafe, though late, 
to Hflek, where we flayed a day, to dif- 
patch a courier with letters to the Bajfa 
of Belgrade ; and I took that opportuni- 
ty of feeing, the town> which is not very 

K 3 large. 
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large, but fair buiU and well fortified. 
This waf a town of great trad^, very 
rich ^d populous, when in (he hands of 
the Turks, It is fituated on tl^e Drave^ 
which runs into tjic Danube. The 
bridge was efteemed one of the moft ex- 
traordinary in the world, being eight 
thoufand paces long, and all built of 
oak. It was burnt, and the city laid in 
afces by Count Leflj 1685, but was 
again repaired and fortified by the Turks, 
who however abandoned it in 1687. 
General Bunnewalt then took pofleflion 
of it for the Emperor, in whofe hands it 
has remained ever fince, and is efteemed 
one of the bulwarks of Hungary. The 
twenty- eighth we went to Bctcorvar, a 
very large Rafcian town, all built after 
the manner I have defcribed to you. Wc 

were met there by Colonel , who 

'^ould not fuflfcr u§ to go any where but 

?9 



to his quarters, where I found his wife, 
a very agreeable Hungarian lady, and his 
neice and daughter, two pretty young 
women, crowded into three or four Raf- 
cian houfes, caft into one, and made as 
neat and convenient as thoie places are 
capable of being made. The Hungarian 
ladies are much handfomer than chofe of 
Auftria. All the Vienna beauties are of 
that country. They are generally very 
fair and well (haped, and their drefs, I 
think, is extremely becoming. This 
lady was in a gown of fcarlet velvet, 
lined and faced with fables, made exa£k 
to her fliape, and the (kirt falling to her 
feet. The fleeves are ftrait to their 
arms, and the flays buttoned before, 
with two rows of little buttons of gold, 
pearl, or diamonds. On their head« 
they wear a taffel of gold, that hangs 
low on one fide, lined with fable, or 
K 4 ^isc 



ibme other fine fur.— -~Thcy gave us a 
batidfome dinner, and I thought the 
converfation very polite and agreeable, 
They would accompany us part of our 

way, ^The twenty-ninth, we arrived 

here, where we were met by the cdm- 
inanding officer at the head of all the 
officers of the garrifon. We are lodgjcd 
in the beft apartment of the governor's 
houfe, and entertained in a very fplcndid 
manner by the Emperor's order. We 
wait here till all points are adjufted, con- 
cerning our reception on the Turkifli 

frontiers. Mr. W 's courier, which 

he fent from Eflek, returned this morn- 
ing, with the Bafla's anfwer in a purfe of 
fcarlet fatin, which the interpreter here 
has tranflated. *Tis to promife him to 
be honourably received. I defired him 
to appoint where he would be rtitt, by 
the Turkifh convoy.— -He has dif- 

patchcd 
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patched the courier back, naming Betfko^ 
JIf village in the midway between Perer* 
waradin and Belgrade, We fhall (lay 
here till we receive his anfwer.— — Thus, 
dear fifler, I have given you a very par* 
ticuVi and (I am afraid you'll think) a 
tedious account of this part of my travcls^^ 
It was not an affedation of fhewing my 
reading that has made me tell you feme 
little Icraps of the hiftory. of the towns 
I have paffed through. I have always 
avoided any thing of that kind, when I 
fpdke pf places that I believe you knew 
the ftory of, as well as myfelf. But 
Hungary being a part of the world, 
which I believe quite new to you, I 
thought you might read with fome 
pleafure an account of it, which I 
have been very folicitous to ^get from 
the beft hands. However, if you 

don't 
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don't like it, 'tis in your power to for- 
bear reading it. I am. 

Dear fitter. 

I am promifed to have this letter care- 
folly fent to Vienna* 



LET- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To Mr. Pope. 

Belgrade; Feb. 12, O. S. 171 7. 

I DID verily intend to write you a 
long letter from Peterwaradin, where 
I expefted to ftay three or four days, 
but the Baffa here was in fuch hafte to 
fee us, that he difpatched the courier 

back (which Mr. W had fent to 

know the time he would fend the convoy 
to meet us) without fuffering him to 
pull off his boots. My letters were not 
thought important enough to ftop our 
journey, and we left Peterwaradin the 
next day, »being waited on by the chief 
officers of the garrifon, and a confider- 
able convoy of Germans and Rafcians. 
The Empcrpr has feveral regiments of 

ihcfe 
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theft people; but, to fay the truth, 
they are rather plunderers than foldiers } 
having no pay, and being obliged to 
furnifh their own arms and horfes 5 they 
rather look like vagabond gypfies, or 
flout beggars^ than regular trdops. I 
cannot forbear fpeaking a word of this 
race of creatures, who are very nomc- 
rous all over Hungary. They have a 
patriarch of their own at Grand Cairoi 
and are really of the Greek church, but 
their extreme ignorance gives their 
priefts occafion to impofe Icveral new 
notions upon them. Thefe fellows let- 
ting their hair and beard grow inviolate, 
make exaftly the figure of the Indian 
Bramins. They are heirs-general to al^ 
the money of the laiety ; for which, if 
return, they give them formal paffpor 
figncd and fealed for Heaven •, and t^ 
wives and children only inherit the ho* 
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and cattle. In moft other points they 

fellow the Greek church. This little 

digrcffion has interrupted my telling you 
wc paflcd over the fields of Carlowitz^ 
where the laft great vidory was obtained 
by Prince Eugene over the Turks. The 
marks of that glorious bloody day arc 
yet recent, the field being yet ftrewed 
with the fkulls and carcafles of unburied 
men, horfcs and camels. I could not 
look, without horror, on fuch numbers 
of mangled human bodies, nor without 
rcfleding on the injuftice of war, that 
makes murther, not only neceflary, but 
meritorious. Nothing feems to be a 
plainer proof of the irrationality of man- 
kind (whatever fine claims we pretend to 
reafon) than the rage with which they 
conteft for a f nail fpot of ground, when 
fuch vaft parts of fruitful earth lie quite 
uninhabited. 'Tis true, cuflom has 
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now made it unavoidable ; but can there 
be a greater demonftration of want of 
reafon, than a cuftom being firmly cfta- 
bliftied, fo plainly contrary to the inte- 
refl: of man in general ? I am a good 
deal inclined to believe Mr. Hobbs^ that 
the ft ate of nature j is a ftate of war ; but 
thence I conclude human nature, nof 
rational, if the word reafon means com- 
mon fgife, as I fuppofe it does. 1 have 
a great many admirable arguments to* 
fupport this refledtion ; I won't however 
trouble you with them, but return, in a 
plain ftile, to the biftory of my travek. 

We were met at Betfko (a village in 
the midway between Belgrade and Peter- 
waradin) by an Aga of the Janizaries, 
with a body of Turks, exceeding the 
Germans by one hundred men, though 
the BafTa bad engaged to fend exa&ly 

the 



[ 143] 
tlie fame number. You may judge by 
this of their fears. I am really perfiiad- 
ed, that they hardly thought the odds 
of one hundred men fet them even with 
the Germans ; however, I was very un- 
cafy till they were parted, fearing fomc 
quarrel might arife notwithftanding the 
farole given. We came late to Belgrade, 
the deep fnows making the afcent to ic 
very difficult. It feems a ftrong city, 
fortified, on the eaft-fide, by the 
Danube; and on the fouth, by the 
river Sofvej and was formerly the barrier 
of Hungary. It was firft taken by So- 
lyman the Magnificent ; and fince, by 
the Emperor's forces, led by the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria. The Emperor held it 
only two years, it being retaken by the 
Grand Vizier. It is now fortified with 
the utmoft care and (kill the Turks are 
capable of, and ftrengthened by a very 

numc- 



[ H4 ] 
numerous garrifon, of tbeir bravcft Ja- 
nizaries, commanded by a Baffa SeraJkUr 
(i. e. General ;) though this Jaft exprcf-^ 
fion is not very juft ; for to fay t«Jth> 
the Serafkier is commanded by the Jani- 
zaries. Thefe troops have an abfolute au- 
thority here, and their condudt carries 
much more the afped of rebellion, (:han 
the appearance of fubordination. You 
may judge of this by the following (lory, 
which at the fame time, will give you an 
idea of the admirable intelligence of the 
Governor of Peterwaradin, though fo 
few hours diftant. We were told by him 
at Peterwaradin, that the garrifon and 
inhabitants of Belgrade were fo weary of 
the war, they had killed their Baffa about 
two months ago, in a mutiny, becaufe 
he haJ fuffered himfelf to be prevailed 
upon, by a bribe of five purfcs (five 
hundred pound ftcrling) to give permif- 
^ fion 



lion iS tfic Tartars to ravage the Gcr* . 
man Frontiers. .We vfcre very well 
pT^caTed to'fiear of fucK favourablV dilpQfi-, 
tibifs in the pcoplfe •,* But when we c^me 
hither, wc ifoiind the governor had been 
ill' inioriricd, aiiid' the real truth oif the 
iorj to Be tliis. fhe laie BaflTa fell 
under tWdirpleafure or Ills ioldiers, for 
lie oth'tlr reafpn, But retraining their in- 
curlions on tlie Gbrmans. Tliey took it 

in* ttitii' heidsfrom'tli^t mrt^^ 

had irtttl%&ce^<rith tlife etiemy, and'lent^ 
fiifclilHfoniikiScJh to the"6rand Sigriior at' 
AdrlJSiople ; but, fedfefi not cotnirtg^ 
qtiidsJenbUgh from 'thence, they atTerii^ 
Wfed thftHifelVw in a tuniultilous riiahneri' 
afed' by* fdite drk^gfed^thdr Biill befbfe^ 
the Cadi and Mufti, and there demandeld 
juftice in a mutinous way ; one crying 
outi Why he projc&ed the Infidels ? 
Another, Why he fqueezed theni of their 
Vol. I. L money? 
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money ? The Bafla, eafily guefling their 
purpofe, calmly repfied to them, that 
they afked him too many queftions, and 
that he had but one life, which muft an- 
fwer for all. They then immediately 
fell upon him with their fcymitars, 
(without waiting the (entence of their 
heads of the law) and in a few mo- 
ments cut him in pieces. The prefcnt 
BaflTa has not dared to puniih the mur- 
der ; on the contrary, he afFcftcd to ap- 
plaud the aftors of it, as brave fellows, 
that knew how to do themfelves }uftice. 
He takes all pretences of throwing money 
amongft the garrifon, and fufFers them 
to make little excurfions into Hungary, 
where they ' burn fome poor Rafcian 
houfes. 

You may imagine, I cannot be very 
cafy in a town which is really under the- 

govern* 
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government of an infolent fbldiery.- ■ ■ ■» 
We expedled to be immediately dif- 
»mi(Ied, after a night's lodging here; 
but the BafTa detains us till he re- 
ceives orders from Adrianople, which 
may, poffibly, be a month a com- 
ing. In the mean time, we are lodg- 
ed in one of the beft houfes, belong- 
ing to a very confiderable man amongft 
them, and have a whole chamber 
of Janizaries to guard us. My only 
diverfion is the convcrfation of our hoft 
Jtcbmet'begy a title fomething like thaC 
of Count in Germany. His father 
was a great BafTa, and he has been 
educated in the moft polite Eaftern learn- 
ing, being perfeftly (killed in the Arabic 
and Perfian languages, and an extraor- 
dinary fcribe, which they call Effmdi. 
This accomplifliment make;5 way to the 
greateft preferments ; but he has had 
L 2 ■ the 



the igood (enfe to prcftr an eafy, qufee 
lecure life, to all the dangerous honours 
of the Pbrte. HefCips with us every 
night, and drinks wine VQry freely. You 
cannot imagine how much he U delighted 
with the liberty of converfihg with me. 
fife has. explained, to me many pieces of 
Arabian poetry^ which, I obferve,^ are 
in nqmliers,. nqt ui^like ours, gpnecally. 
of an altepnatQ verfe,. ^nd of a. very mur 
fiG2^1 founds Theic expreflions of Iqvo 
are very pafliqnat^ and lively. I am fo 
much pitied with them, I really believe 
I (bouU leamtoread Arabic, if I was. 
to (lay here . a' few n^onths. He has a- 
very good library of their books of all 
kinds; and, as he tells me, fpends the* 
greaceft^part of his. life thq*e. 1 pafs fop 
a grea; fcholar with him, by relating to 
him,fomQ of the Perfian tales, which I 
fiad are genuine. Atfirft, he believed 

I under* 
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I. iinderftood Perfian. I have frequent 
dilputes Witlb hind, concernirtg the differ 
l^nce of our cuftoms, particularly the 
confinement of wOmen. He aflures me, 
there is nothing at all in it j only, fays 
he, we have the advantage, that when 
our wives cheat us, no body knows it. 
He has wit, and is more polite than 
many Chriftian men of quality. I am 

very much entertained with him. 

He has had the curiofity to make one of 
our fervants fct him an alphabet of our 
letters, and can already write a good 
roman hand. But thefe amufements do 
not hinder my wifliing heartily to be out 
of this place -, though the weather is 
colder than 1 believe it ever was, any 

where, but in Greenland. We- have 

a very large flove conftantly kept hot, 
and yet the windows of the room are 
frozen on the infide.^— God knows 
L 3 ^\\^^ 
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vfhtn I may have an opportunity offend-^ 
ing this letter ; but I have written it, 
for the difchargp of my own confcience ; 
and you cannot now reproach me, that 
one of yours make ten of mine. Adieu. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To her Royal Highncfs the Princefs of 
Wales*. 

Airianopky April i. O. S. 17 17. 

I HAVE now, Madam, finilhed a 
journey that has not been undertaken 
by any Chriftian, fince the time of the 
Greek Emperors; and I (hall not regret 
all the fatigues I have fuflfered in it, if it 
gives me an opportunity of amufing your 
R. H. by an account of places ut- 
terly unknown amongft us; the Em- 
iperor's Embaffadors, and thofe few 
Englifh that have come hither, always 
going on the Danube to Nicopolis. But 
the river was now frozen, and Mr. W — 

♦ The late Queen Caroline. 

L 4 v^^a 



was fo zealous for the fervicc of his Ma^ 
jefty, that he would not defer his jour- 
ney to wait for the conveniency of tha? 
paffagp. We crQijfed ^^ def|rts oi^ Sq:- 
via, almoft cjujt^ f^ver-grown with 
wood, though a country naturally fer- 
tile. The inhabitaj^ts arg jo.duftnous 5 
bqt jtie oppre(riQi> of the Rp^^t|ts \s fp 

lipufes, and neg|e6l th^ir tiH^ge, |Lll tl^ 
have bf ing a p;^y to the J^ni^afies, Yfl\C9 
Ijv^r they pleffc to ^izp upon it. Yf9 
l}ad ^ guard of fiy^ hundrefl pf th^^m^ 
^p^d I ^,^ alcpc^ in tear? ev^ry day, ^9 
fee their info^encie? \n the pppr yil^cj 
jhrough wh\Q}f. wg paffed. — 44tqr 
feyen days traye^ing through thic|^ 
)y.9pds, \jre faffjC tp NiflS, 9ftce th^ 
capital of Servia, Iituated in a fi^q pl^ 
on the river Nijfava^ in a very good air, 
and fo fruitful a fpil> that the great 

plenty 
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plenty is |)ardly cfcdible. J jya^ ccfr 
faiply affui;ed, that the quantity of wine 
laft vintage was fo prodigious, that they 
were forced to dig holes in the earth to 
put it in, not having veffels enough in 
the town to hold it. The happinefs of 
this plenty is fcarce perceived by the op- 
prelfed peppl?. I faw here a new occa- 
lion for my r^mpafllon- The wretches 
that had prpyided f wenty waggons for our 
b.agg.ige frqn^ Belgrade hither for a cer- 
tain hire, l^ing all fent back without 
payment, fome of their horfes lamed, 
and others killed, without any fatisfac- 
tion made for them. The poor fellow^ 
can^9 roynd the houfe weeping and tear- 
ing their bair and beards in a moft pi? 
jifujij rnaarxer, yifithpuf getting any thing 
but drubs from the infolent foldiers. 
I cannot exptefs to your I^. H. how 
^ijch I \y.a.s moved ^t this fcene. I 
* would 
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would have paid th?m the money, out of 
my own pocket, with all my heart ; but 
it would only have been giving fo much 
to the Aga, who would have taken it 
from them without any remorfe. After 
four days journey from this place over 
the mountains, we came to Sophia^ 
lituated in a large beautiful plain on the 
river Ifca, and furrounded with diftant 
mountains. *Tis hardly polTible to fee a 
more agreeable landfkip. The city itfelf 
is very large and extremely populous. 
Here are hot baths, very famous for 

their medicinal virtues. Four days 

journey from hence we arrived at Pki- 
lippopolisy after having pafTed the ridges 
between the mountains of Haemus and 
Rbodope^ which are always covered with 
fnow. This town is fituated on a ridng 
ground, near the river Hebrus, and is 
almoft wholly inhabited by Greeks; 

here 
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here are fliU fomc antient Chriftian 
churches. They have a bifliop ; and 
feveral of the richeft Greeks live here ; 
but they are forced to conceal their 
wealth with great care, the appearance 
of poverty (which includes part of its 
inconveniencies) being all their fccurity 
agauift feeling it in earned. The country 
from hence to Adrianople, is the fineft 
in the world. Vines grow wild on all 
the hills, and the perpetual fpring they 
enjoy, makes every thing gay and flou- 
rilhing. But this climate, happy as it 
feems, can never be preferred to England, 
with all its frofts and fnows, while we 
are blefled with an eafy government, 
under a King, who makes his own hap- 
pinefs confift in the liberty of his people, 
and choofcs rather to be looked upon, 

as their father than their matter. • 

This theme would carry me very far. 
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and I am (enfible, I have already died 
out your R. H's patience. But iny 
letter is in yogr hands, and you m^y 
m^ke it as fliort as you plcafe, by throw- 
ing it into the fife, when weary of read- 
ing it. I am, Madatti, 

With the greateft reTpcft. 



LET. 



C ^57 3 

L fi T T £ & XXVI. 

To the Lady . 

Adrtancpk^ Aprif. i, O, S. 171 7.' 
' A M now got into a new worlds 
I where, every thing I fee, appears to 
le a change of fcene ; and I write to 
)ur ladyrtiip with fome content of mind^ 
jping, at leaft,, that you will find the 
larm ot novelty in my letters, and no 
ngcr reproach me, that I tell you no- 
ing extraordinary. I won't trouble 
)U with a relation of our tedious jour- 
y ; but I muft not omit what I faw 
markable at Sophia^ ont of the moft 
autiful towns in the Turkilh Empire, 
id famous for its hot baths, that are 
forted to both for diverfion and heal^. 
fliop'd here one day» on purpofe to fee 

them^ 
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them ; and defigning to go incognito^ I 
hired a Turkifti coach. Thcfe voitures 
are not at all like ours, but much 
more convenient for the country, the 
heat being fo great that glafles would 
be very troublefome. They are made a 
good deal in the manner of the Dutch 
ftage coaches, having wooden lattices 
painted and gilded ; the infide being alfo 
painted with bafkets and nofegays of 
flowers, intermixed commonly with lit- 
tle poetical motto's. They are covered 
all over with fcarlet cloth, lined with 
filk, and very often richly embroidered 
and fringed. This covering entirely 
hides the perfons in them, but may be 
thrown back at pleafure, and thus per- 
mit the ladies to peep through the lat- 
tices. They hold four people very con- 
veniently, feated on culhions, but not 
raifed. 

6 In 
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In one of thefe covered waggons, I 
went to the Bagnio about ten a clock. 
It was already full of women. It is built 
of (lone, in the (hape of a dome, with 
no windows but in the roof, which gives 
light enough. There were five of thefe 
domes joined together, the outmoft be- 
ing lefs than the reft, and ferving only 
as a hall, where the Portre/s flood at 
the door. Ladies of quality generally 
give this woman a crown or ten (hillings, 
and I did not forget that ceremony. The 
next room is a very large one, paved with 
marble, and all round it are two raifed 
Sofas of marble, one above another. 
There were four fountains of cold water 
in this room, falling firft into marble 
bafons, and then running on the floor in 
little channels made for that purpofe, which 
carried the ftreams into the next room, 
fomething lefs than this, with the fame fort 

of 



6( tnafble Sofas, but fb* Hof wFth ftcams 
of fufpHur proceeding from the Kiths 
jdrting to ft, 'twas impoffibfe i6 tfa^ 
(fh*rc Vi/itli' ofte*iS clcaYh^ On. "f fe twd' 
otfhep domes weife tfitf' hbc bartis; ohio^ 
which fiad' cOcks of eold ^ater turrting 
into it, to temper" it to what degree of 
warmA the batliei*s pleafed to have. 

I was in my travelling habit, which b 
a riding drefs, and certainly appeared 
very extraordinary to them. Yet there 
was not one of them that fhewedthc 
lead furprize or impertinent curiofity, 
but received me with all the obliging ci- 
vility poflible. I know no £urO{)ean 
court, where the ladies would have be- 
haved themfelves in fo polite a manner 
to fuch a ftrangcr. I believe, upon 
the whole, there were two hundred 
women, and yet none of thofe difdainful 

fmileS) 
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finilcs, tod fatyrical whi(pcrs, that n«V(Sf 
fail in our aflemblies, when any body 
appears that is not drefied exa&ly in the 
fefluoni They repeated over and over 
to mc : '" UzELLE, pekj Us^elle/* 
which is nothing but, ** Charming^ very 
*• charming.** — The firft Sofas were 
covered with cufhions and rich carpets, 
on which fat the ladies ; and on the 
ftcond, their Oaves behind them, but 
without any diftindtion of rank by fheir 
drds, all being in the (late of nature, 
that is, in pl^n Englifh, (lark naked, 
Ivithout any beauty or defedb concealedi 
Yet there was not the leaft wanton fmile 
or immodeft gcfture amongft them* 
They walked and moved with the fame 
majeftic grace, which Milton dcfcribes 
our General Mother with. There were 
• nlany amongft them, as exaftly pro- 
portioned as ever any goddcfi was drawn. 
Vol. I. M by 
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by the pencil of a Guido or Titian,— » 
And moft of their Ikins ftiiningly white, 
only adorned by their beautiful hair, di- 
vided into many trefles, hanging on their 
flioulders, braided eidier with pearl or 
ribbon, perfectly reprefenting the figures 
of the graces. 

I was here convinced of the truth of a 
refleftion I have often made, that if it 
were the fajhicn to go naked^ the face 
wo::! J be hardly clfrvciL I perceived 
that the ladies of the moft delicate (kins 
-•nd fineft ftiapes, had the greateft (hare, 
of my admiration, though their faces 
were fometimes lefs beautiful than thofe 
of their companions. To tell you the 
truth, I had wickednefs enough, to wifli 
lecretly, that Mr. Gervais could have 
been there invifible. I fancy it would ^ 
have very mucii improved his art, to 

fee 



fee fo many fine women naked, in difFe- 
rent poftures, fome in converfation, 
fome working, others drinking coffee or 
fherbet, and many negligently lying oh 
their cufhions, while their flaves (gene- 
rally pretty girls of feventeen, or eigh- 
teen) were employ'd in braiding their 
hair in fcveral pretty fancies. In fhort, 
'tis the women's coffee- houfe, where 
all the news of the town is told, fcan- 

dal invented, &c. -They generally 

take this diverfion once a week, and 
day there at lead four or five hours, 
without getting cold, by immediate 
coming out of the hot- bath into the 
cool room, which was very furprizing 
to me. The lady, that feemed the 
mod confiderable amongft them, en- 
treated me to fit by her, and would 
fain" have undrefled me for the bath, 
I excufed myfelf with fome difficulty. 
M 2 They 



[ i64 1 
They being however all fo earned in 
pedu^Kliog me, I was at laft forced to 
open my (hirt, an4 ihew them my 
ftaysy which fatisj^ed therp very well} 
fotf I faw». they believed I was locked 
up in that machinei and that it waa 
jK>t in my own power to open it^ which 
contrivance they attributed to my huf* 
band.--— f-I was charmed with their 
dvility and beauty, and (hould have 
been very glad to pals more time with 

them •, but Mr. W relblving to 

purfue his joprney next morning early) 
I was in hafte to fee the ruins of Jufti- 
nian's church, which did not afford 
me fo agreeable a profpeA as I had 
left, being little more than a heap of 
ftonei;. 

Adieu, Madam, I am fure I have 
now entertained you^ with an account of 

fuch 
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tach, a fight as ym never few in70ur 
life, and what no bcx)k of travels couU^ 
inform you of, as 'tis no lefs than death 
jfbr a man to be found in one of theft 
places. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
To the Abbot r. 



/^, April J, O, St 17x7. 

YO U fee that I ^m very ex^ in 
keepbg the prpmife yPH^^g^ff!^ 
mt to njakf. I know no^, however, 
whether ypur curiofity will be faci^fjed 
wth the accounts J ftiall give you, thp* 
I c^n alfure you, the defire I have to 
oblige you to the utmoft of my power, 
h^s ipade mt very diligent in my inqw- 
ries, and obfervatioxis. ^Jis cgrtjpifj we 
have but very imperfc^ accovipts pf tjje 
manners and religion of thefe peppl^. 
This part of the wprld being fpl^wn 
vifited, but by merchants, wJiQ miod 
Vpl. II. B little 
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little but their own affairs ; or travellers, 
who fnake too fliort a (lay to be able to 
report any thing exaftly of their own 
knowledge. The Turks are too proud 
to converfe familiarly with merchants, 
who can only pick up feme confufed in- 
formations, which are generally falfe, 
and can give no better slccouht of the 
ways here, than a French Ilcfiigcc, 
lodging in a garret inGreek-ftreet, could 
write of the court of England, The 
journey we have made from Belgrade 
hither, cannot poflibly be paffcd by any 
out of a public charafter. The defert 
woods of Servia, are the common refuge 
of thieves, who rob, fifty in a company, 
fo that we had need of all our guards to 
fecure us ; and the villages are fb poor, 
that only force could extort from them 
neceffary provifions. Indeed the jani- 
zaries had no mercy on their poverty, 

killing 
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killing all the poultry and (hcep they 
could find, without alking to whom 
they belonged ; while the wretched 
owners durft not put in their claim for 
fear of being beaten. Lambs j uft fallen, 
geefe and turkies big with egg, all maf- 
facred without diftinflion ! I fancied I 
heard the complaints of Melibeus^ for 
the hope of his flock. When the Baf- 
fas travel, 'tis yet worfe. Thofe op- 
pr^flbrs are not content, with eating all 
that is to be eaten belonging to the pea- 
fants 5 after they have crammed themfelves 
and their numerous retinue, they have 
the impudence to exadb what they call 
^eeth-money^ a contribution for their ufe 
of their teeth, worn with doing them the 
honour of devouring their meat. This 
is literally and exaftly true, however 
extravagant it may feem ; and fuch is 
the natural corruption of a military go- 
B 2 vtttvtoeoiX.^ 
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verftmcDt, their religion not allowing of 
this barbarity^ any more than ours 
docs. 

I had the advantage of lodging three 
weeks at Belgrade, with a principal 
Effendi, that is to lay, a fcholar. 1 his 
fet of men are equally capable of prefer- 
ments in the law or the church ; thofe 
two fciences being caft into one, and a 
lawyer and a pricft being the fanie word 
in the Turkifh language. They are the 
only men really conficierable in the Em- 
pire, all the profitable employments and 
church revenues are in their hands. The 
Grand Signior, though general heir to 
his people, never pre fumes to touch their 
lands or money, which go, in an unin- 
terrupted fucceflion, to their children. 
^Tis true, they lofe this privilege, by 
accepting a place at court, or the tide 

of 
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of BaiTa -, but chei« are few examples of 
fuch fools among them. .You may eafily 
judge of the power of tbefc men, who 
have ^ngroQed aU the learning, and ai* 
moft ail the wealth of the Empire. 
*Tis they that are the real authors, tho* 
the foMiers are the aftors, of revolu* 
Cions, They dcpofed the late Sultan 
M^/iapbaj and their power is lb wel) 
known, that 'tis the Emperor's intercft 
toiflatter them. 

This is a long 4igreffion. I was going 
to tell you, that an intimate, daily con- 
verfation with the Eflfendi Acbmet-beg^ 
gave me an opportunity of knowing 
chcir religion and morah in a mole par- 
ticular manner than perhaps any Chrif- 
tian ever did. I explained to him the 
diflference betweea the religion of Etigr 
land af)d »Home; and he wa&pkafsd tp 
B 3 hear 
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hear there were Cbriftians, that did not 
worfhip images, or adore the Virgin 
Mary. The ridicule of Tranfubftantia' 

tion appeared very ftrong to him.— 

Upon conlparing our creeds toge- 
ther, I am convinced that if our 

fiiend Dr. had free liberty of 

preaching here, it would be very eafy to 
perfuade the generality to Chriftiamty, 
whofe notions are very Kttle diflfcrent 
from bis. Mr. PFhiJlon would make a 
very good Apoftle here. I don't doubt 
but his zeal will be much fired, if you 
communicate this account to him \ but 
tell him, he 'muft firft have the gift of 
tongues, before he can poflibly be of 

any ufe. ^-Mahomedfm is divided into 

as many feds as Chriftianity, and the 
firft inftrtution as much neglefted, and 
obfcured by inter retations. I cannot 
here forbear rt'fl^ding on the natural in- 
clination 
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clination of mankind» to make mylte'* 
rics and novelties.— —The Zeidi, Kudt\ 
Jabarij &c. put me in mind of the 
Catholics^ Lutherans^ and Calvinijis^ 
and are equally zealous againft one an- 
other. But the moft prevailing opinion, 
if you Jearch into the fecret of the EfFen- 
di*s, is plain Deifm. This is indeed 
kept from the people, who are amufed 
with a thoufand different notions, ac- 
cording to the different intereft of their 
preachers. — There are very few amongft 
them (Achmet'beg denied there were any) 
fo abfurd, as to fet up for wit, by de- 
claring they believe no God at aU. And 
Sir Paul Rycaut is miftaken (as he com- 
monly is) in calling the fe6t Muterin 
(i, e. the fecret with us) Atheifts, they 
being Deifts, whofe impiety confifts in 
making a jeft of their prophet. Acbmet- 
beg did not own to me, that he was of 
B 4 this 
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this optnion, but tfiiide no icftiph 6f de- 
viating from fome part of Mahomet^S 
law, by drinking Wine with Ac fame 
frecctefti we did. ^V!len I aflccd hith 
how he came to allow himfelf that B- 
berty; be made anfwer, iTiat all the 
creatures of God are good, and defign- 
ed for the ufe of man ; however, that 
the prohibition of wine was a very wife 
maxihi, and meant for the common 
people, bciog the fource of all diforders 
amongft thend ; but, that the prophet 
rtever defigned to confine thofe that 
knew how to ufe it with moderation ; 
heverthelefs, he faid, that fcandal ought 
to be avoided, and that he never drank 
it in public. This is the general way of 
thinking amongft them, and very few 
forbear drinking wine, that are able to 
afford it. He aflured me, that if I un- 
derftood Arabic, I Ihould be very well: 

plcafcd 
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pleafed with reading the Afcoran, which 
IS {6 far from the nonfenfe we charge ic 
with, that 'tis the pureft morality, de- 
livered in the very bed language. I 
have fiftCe heard impartial Chriftians 
fpeak of it in the fame manner ; and I 
^on't doubt but that all our tranflations 
are from copies got ' from the Greek 
priefts, who would not fail to falfify it 
with the extremity of malice. No body 
of men ever were more ignorant, or 
more corrupt -, yet they differ fo little 
frttfti the Romilh Church, that, I con- 
fefs, hothing gives me a greater abhor- 
rence of the cruelty of your clergy, than 
die barbarous perfccution of them, when- 
ever they have been their matters, for 
no other rcafon, than their not acknow- 
ledging the Pops. The diflfenting in 
that one article, has got them the titles 
<rf HerettcS;^ and Schifbatics ; and 

what 
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what 18 worfe, the fame treatment. I 
found at Phillippopolis, a (c& of Chrif- 
tians that call themfelves Paulines. 
They (hew an old church where, they 
fay, St. Paul preached, and he is their 
favourite Saint, after the fame manner 
that St. Petir is at Rome i neither do 
they forget to give him the fame prefe- 
rence over the reft of the Apoftlei. 

But of all the religions I have fecn, 
that of the Amounts feems to me the 
moft particular; they are natives of idfr*- 
nountlicb^ the antient Maadonia^ and 
ftill retain the courage and hardinefs, tho* 
they have loft the name of Macedonians, 
being the beft militia in the Turkifli 
Empire, and the only check upon the 
Janizaries. They are foot foldicrs \ we 
had a guard of them, relieved in every 
coiifidcrablc town we paffcd y they are 

all 
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all cloathed and armed at their own ex- 
pence, drefled in cleaii white coarfe 
cloth, carrying guns of a prodigious 
length, which they run with upon their 
fhoulders, as if they did not feel the 
weight of them, the leader finging a 
fort of a rude tune, not unpleafant, and 
the red making up the chorus. Thefe 
people living between Chriftians and 
Mahometans, and not being (killed in 
controvcrfy, declare, that they are ut- 
terly unable to judge which religion is 
beft i but to be certain' of not entirely 
fejedling the truth, they very prudently 
follow both. They go to the mofques 
on Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, 
faying for their excufc, that at the day 
of judgment they are fure of proteftion 
from the true prophet ; but which that 
is, they are not able to determine in this 
trorld. I believe there is no other race 
1 of 
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what is worfc, the fame treatment. I 
found at Phillippopolis, a fedt of Chrif- 
tians that call themfclvcs Paulines. 
They (hew an old church where, they 
fay, St. Paul preached, and he is their 
favourite Saint, after the fame manner 
that St. Peter is at Rome -, neither do 
they forget to give him the fame prefe- 
rence over the reft of the Apoftles. 

But of all the religions I have feen^ 
that of the Amounts feems to me the 
moft particular; they are natives of i£r- 
nounllub^ the antieht Macedonia^ and 
ftill retain the courage and hardinefs, tho* 
they have loft the name of Macedonians, 
being the beft militia in the Turkifh 
Empire, and the only check upon the 
Janizaries. They are foot foldiers ; we 
had a guard of them, relieved in every 
confiderable town we paffcdv they are 

all 



die remains of iboic triumphal aroU; 

(though I could not fee any inilcription i^) 

for if that pallage had beeq {hue up^- 

there are many others^ that would fervq 

for the march of ;an mmy % ^nd not-» 

iwithftanding the ftory of Baldwia Earl 

of Flanders, being overthrown in th^fe 

ftraks, after he won Conftantinople, J^ 

don't fancy the Germans would fin^ 

thcmfclVcs flopped by them at this-day, 

*Tts true, the road is now made (with 

great induftry) as commodious as pof- 

fible, for the march (d the Turl^iQi 

army ; there is not one ditch or puddle 

between this place and Belgrade, that 

has not a large flnong bridge of plai^ki 

built over it ; buc the precipices are not 

fo terrible as 1 h^d beard them repre- 

iented. At thele mountains^ we lay at 

the little village Kiikoi^ wholly inhabited 

by 
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by Chriftians, as alt the peafants of 
Bulgaria arc. Their hcufes are nothing 
but little huts, raifed of dirt baked in 
the fun, and they leave them and fly 
into the mountains, fome months before 
the march of the Turkifh army, who 
would elfe entirely ruin them, by driv- 
ing away their whole flocks. This pre- 
caution fecurcs them in a fort of plenty ; . 
for fuch vaft trails of land lying in com- 
mon, they have the liberty of (owing 
what they plcafe, and arc generally very 
induftrious hufbandmen. I drank here 
feveral forts of delicious wine. The 
women drefs thcmfclves In a great 
variety of coloured glafs beads, and 
are not ugly, but of tawney complex- 
ions. I have now told you all, that 
that is worth telling you, and perhaps 
more, relating to my journey. When 

I am 
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I am at Condantinople, Til try to 
pick, up fome curiofities, and then you 
(hall hear again from> 

Yours, &c. 



LET. 
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LETTER XXVUI. 
To the Countds of B • . 

Mrianopkj April i, O. S. 171 8. 

AS I never can forget the fmalleft 
of your lady(hip*s commands, my 
firft bufmefs here, has been to enquire 
after the fluffs, you ordered mc to look 
for, without being able to find wh.it 
you would like. The difference of the 
drefs here and at London is fo great, 
the fame fort of things are not proper 
for Caftans and Manteaus. However, 
1 will not give over my fearch, but re- 
new it again at Conftantinople, though 
I have rcafon to believe there is nothing 
finer than what is to be found here, as 
this place is at prefent the rcficience of 
tlic court. The Grand Signior's eldeft 

daughter 
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before I came hither, and upon tbac oc- 
cafion, the Turkilh Ladies difplay all 
their magnificence. The bride was con- 
duced to her hufband*s boufc in very 
great fplcndor. She is ^idow of the 
kit Vizier, who was kiHed at Peter- 
waradin, though that ought rather to be 
called a. contm^i^ than a marriage^ fincc 
fhe never has lived with bini ; however, 
the greateft part of his wealth is hers. 
He had the pcrmiQlon of vifiting her in 
the Seraglio ; and being one of the hand- 
fomeft men in the Empire, had very 

much engaged her afFedlions. When 

fhe faw this fecond hufband, who is at 
lead fifty, Ihe could not forbear biirft- 
ing into tears. He is indeed a man of 
merit, and the declared favorite of the 
Sultan, (which they call Mofayp) but 
Vol. II. C that 
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what IS worfc, the fame treatment. I 
found at Phillippopolis, a fedl of Chrif- 
tians that call themfelves Paulines. 
They fhew an old church where> they 
fay, St. Paul preached, and he is their 
favourite Saint, after the fame manner 
that St. Peter is at Rome ; neither do 
they forget to give him the fame prefe- 
rence over the reft of the Apoftles. 

But of all the religions I have fcen, 
that of the Amounts feems to me the 
mod particular; they are natives oiAr- 
nountlich^ the ancient Macedonia^ and 
ftill retain the courage and hardinefs, the* 
they have loft the name of Macedonians, 
being the beft militia in the Turkifh 
Empire, and the only check upon the 
Janizaries. They are foot foldiers ; we 
had a guard of them, relieved in every 
confiderable town we paffcdv they are 

all 
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all cloathed and armed at their own ex- 
pence, drcflcd m clean white coarfe 
cloth, carrying guns of a prodigious 
length, which they run with upon their 
fhoulders, as if they did not feel the 
weight of 'them, the leader finging a 
fort of a rude tune, not unpleafant, and 
the reft making up the chorus. Thefe 
people living between Chriftians and 
Mahometans, and not being (killed in 
controvcrfy, declare, that they are ut- 
terly unable to judge which religion is 
beft 5 but to be certain' of not entirely 
irejefting the truth, they very prudently 
follow both. They go to the mofques 
oh Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, 
faying for their excufe, that at the day 
of judgment they are fure of protection 
from the true prophet •, but which that 
is, they are not able to determine in this 
trorld. I believe there is no other race 
1 of 
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tjf inankind, v^l>o Imve fo modeft an 
opiobn of their own capacity. 

. Tbefe ave the Tcmarks I have made, 
on the divcrfity of idigbns I have feen. 
I don't afk your pardon for the liberty I 
liave taken m %saking of die Roman« 
I know yoQ ciqutUy condemn the 
<)o^ckeiy <^ all churches, as much aa 
you revere the (acred truths, in which 
we both agree* 

You will expert I (hould fay fome- 
thing to you of the antiquities of this 
trountty, but there arc few remains of 
antient Greece. We pafled near the 
piece of an arch T^hich is commonly 
called Trajan*s gate^ from a fuppofition 
that he made it to fhut up the paffage 
over the mountains, between Sophia and 
Phillippopolis. But I rather believe it 

the 



the remains of iome triumphal arch* 

(though I could not fee any ioJCcription Of 

for if that paflage had beep (hue up^; 

there are many others^ that would ferve 

for the march of ;an arfoy^ ^nd not^ 

¥?itbftaBding the ftory of Baldwin Earl 

of Flanders, Wag overthrown in thefe 

ftraits, after he won Conftaatinople, J 

don't faucy the Germans would find 

themfelves flopped by them at this Jay* 

*Tijs true, the road is now made (with 

great induftry) as commodious as pof- 

fible, for the march of tlvR Turkilh 

army ; there is not one ditch or puddle 

between this place and Belgrade, that 

has not a large ftrong bridge of planks 

built over it ; bu^the precipices are not 

fo terrible as 1 had beard them reprc- 

iented* At thele mountains^ we lay at 

the litde village KiA^oi^ wholly inhabited 

by 
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by Chriftians, * as all the peafants of 
Bulgaria are. Their houfcs arc nothing 
but little huts, raifed of dirt bak^ in' 
the fun, and they leave them and fly 
into the mountainsj fome months before 
the mareh of the Turkifti army, who 
would elfe entirely ruin them, by driv- 
ing away their whole flocks. This* pre- 
caution fecures them in a fort of plenty ; 
for fuch vaft trafts of land lying in com- 
mon, they have the liberty of fowing 
what they pleafe, and are generally very 
induftrious hufbandmen. I drank here 
feveral forts of delicious wine. The 
women drcfs themfelves in a great 
variety of coloured glafs beads, and 
are not ugly, but of tawney complex- 
ions. I have now told you all, that 
that is worth telling you, and perhaps 
more, relating to my journey. When 

I ann 
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I am at Conftantinople, Til try to 
pick, up forae curiofities, and then you 
fhall hear again from> 

Yours, &c. 



LET- 
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L E T T E R XXVm. 

To the Countefs of B • . 

Jdrianopkj April i, O. S. 171 8. 

AS I never can forget the fmalleft 
of your ladyfhip's commands, my 
firft bufinefs here, has been to enquire 
after the (luffs, you ordered me to look 
for, without being able to find what 
you would like. The difference of the 
drefs here and at London is fo great, 
the fame fort of things are not proper 
for Caftans and Manteaus, However, 
1 will not give over my fearch, but re- 
new it again at Conftantinople, though 
I have reafon to believe there is nothing 
finer than what is to be found here, as 
this place is at prefent the refidence of 
the court. The Grand Signior's eldeft 

daughter 
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daugbt^r was raarried fome fef7: ^ays 
before I came hither, and i^pon tbac oc- 
cafion, the Turkifh Ladies difplay all 
their oiagnificence. The bride was con- 
d44<3:c^ to her huiband!s houfe in very 
great .fplendor. She is ^idow of the 
la£e Vffiicr, who was kiHed at Peter- 
waradin, thaighthat ought radier to be 
called a. conttMU^ than a marriage^ fince 
fhe never has lived with him , however, 
the greateft part of his wealth is. hers. 
He had the permiQion of vifiting her in 
the Seraglio -, and being one of the hand- 
fomett men in the Empire, had very 

much engaged het* afFedtions. ^When 

(he faw this fecond hufband, who is at 
leaft fifty, Qie could not forbear burft- 
ing into tears. He is indeed a man of 
merit, and the declared favorite of the 
Sultan, (which they call Mofayp) but 
Vol. II. C thap 
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that is not enough to nmke him plcafing 
in the eyes of a girl of thirteen. 

The government here is entirely in 
the hands of the army. The Grand 
Signior, with all his abfolute power, is 
as much a (lave as any of his fubjefts, 
and trembles at a Janizarie's frown. 
Here is, indeed, a much greater ap- 
pearance of fubjedion than amongft us ; 
a minifter of ftate is not fpoke to, but 
upon the knee ; (hould a refleftion on his 
condufl: be dropt in a coffee houfe, (for 
they have fpies every where) the houfe 
would be raz'd to the ground, and per- 
haps the whole company put to the 
torture. No huzzaing mobs^ fenfekfs 
pamphlets^ and tavern difputes about 
politics J 

A confc- 
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A confequential ill that freedom draws ; 
A bad effe£l, — ^but from a noble caufe. 

None of our harmlcfs calling names ! 
but.when a nnnifter here difplcafes the 
people, in three hours time he is dragged 
even from his matter's arms. They cut 
oflF his hands, head and feet, and throw 
them before the palace gate, with all 
the refped in the world ; while the 
Sultan (to whom they all profefs an un- 
limited adoration) 'fits trembling in his 
apartment, and dare neither defend nor 
revenge his favorite. This is the blefled 
condition of the moft abfolute monarch 
upon earth, who owns no Law but his 

I cannot help wifliing, in the loyalty 
of my heart, that tlie Parliament would 
iiend hither a Ihip load of your paflive- 
C 2 Oo^^\^^\. 



fiiip, the various drcfles and turbant^ 
by vjhich their rank js diftinguiflicd; 
but they were all extremely rich and 
gay, to the number of fomc thoufands ; 
ib that perhaps there cannot be feen a 
more beautiful proceffion. The Sultan 
appeared to us a handfome man of about 
forty, with fomething, however, fcvere 
in his countenance, and his eyes very 
full and black* He happened to Aop 
under the window where we flood, and 
(I fuppofe being told who we were) 
looked upon us very attentively, fo that 
we had full leifure to confider him. The 
French AmbaflTadrefs agreed with me as 
to his good mien : I fee that lady very 
often; (he is young, and her converfa- 
tion would be a great relief to me, if I 
could perfuade her to live without thofe 
forms and ceremonies that make life for- 
mal and tirefome. But fhe is fo de- 
lighted 
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lighted with her guards, her four and 
twenty footmen, gentlemen-ufliers, &c, 
that (he would rather die than make me 
a vifit without them ; not to reckon a 
coachful of attending damfcls yclep'd 
maids of honour. What vexes me is, 
that as long as ihe will vifit me with a 
troublefome equipage, I am obliged to 
do the fame ; however, our mutual 
intereft makes us much together. I 
went with her the other day all round 
the town, in an open gilt chariot, with 
our joint train of attendants, preceded 
by our guards, who might have fum- 
moned the people to fee what they had 
never feen, nor ever perhaps would fee 
again, two young Chriftian Ambafla- 
drcffes at the fame time. Your ladylhip 
may eafily imagine, we drew a vaft 
croud of fpcdlators, but all filent as 
death. If any of them had taken the 
C 4 liberties 
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libefties of our mribi upon any ftrange 
fighf, our Janfearies'had made no fcruplc 
of falling oh them with their fcymitars, 
without danger for fo doing, being above 
law. Thefe people howevtfr (1 mean the 
Janizanes) have fbme good qualities \ 
they are very zealous and faithful where 
they ferve, and look upon it as their bu- 
finefs to fight for you on all occafions. Of 
this I had a very pleafanc iqftance in a 
village on this fide Phillippopolis, whercf 
we weit met by our domeftic guards. I 
happened to befpeak 'pigeons for fupper, 
upon which one of my Janizaries went 
immediately to the Cadi (the chief civil 
officer of the town) and orJered him to 
fend in fome dozens. The poor man 
anfwered, that he had already fent about, 
but could get none. ' My Janizary, in 
the height of his zeal for my fervice, 
immediately locked him up prircner in 

his 



his room, telling Win bt deferVcd death, 
for bis impudence, in pSbriag to es^cofcr 
his DOC obeyii^ my comouhd.;^ ^uCyc 
out erf nefpefl to mc, he wwW :W§^ 
punifli lakn but bf e>y Qr<^^. Af cpr^ 
ingjy he cftmc very gr*^^y w ffWi.jft 
aflc vrihtt ibould be dootf t^hifnjr adi^wg^ 
by way ofxomfdioien^ , that tf I fiq^fedi 

he would bring me his head. This 

may give you fome idea of the unlimited 
power of thefe fellows, who are all 
fworn brothers, and bound to revenge 
the injuries done -to one another, whether 
at Cairo, Aleppo, or any part of the 
world. Ihis inviolable league makes 
them fo powerful, that the greateft man 
at court never fpeaks to them, but In a 
flattering tone ; and in Afia, any man 
that is rich, is forced to enroll himfelf 'a 

Janizary to fecure his eftate. But I 

have already laid enough, and I dare 
2 fwear. 
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r^ear^ dear Madam, that, by this 
time, 'tis a vety comfortable reSe&ion 
to you, that there is no poflibxiity of 
your receiving fuch a tedious letter but 
once in fix months ; 'ds that confidera- 
tion has given me the aflfurance of enter* 
taining you ib long, and will, I hope, 
plead the excufe of, dear Madam, 

Yours, &c. 



LET. 
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Letter xxix. 

To the Countefs of > 



Mrianopky April f, O. S. 171 7. 

I WISH to God, dear fifter, that 
you were as regular in letting me 
know what pafles on your fide of the 
globe, as I am careful in endeavouring 
to amufe you by the account of all I fee 
here, that I think worth your notice. 
You content yourfelf with telling me 
over and over, that the town is very 
dull 5 it may, poffibly, be dull to you, 
when every day does not prefent you 
with fomething new ; but for me, that 
am in arrears, at lead two months news, 
ail that feems very Hale with you, would 
be Very frelh and fweet here. Pray let 
me into more particulars, and I will try 
I to 



to awaken your gratitude, by giving 
you a ftiH and Irue fifslacion ofthe no- 
velties of this place, none of which 
would Au:pnzc you u^m^ th^n aiight of 
my perfon, as I am now in my Turkilh 
Rahlt, though I believe you wouk] be of 
Tny opinion, that 'tis admirably <bccom- 
ittg > ■ >I intend to fend you niyf>i45|ture| 
In the mean tiriif accept of it tere. 

The firft pa^t of my drefs is a pair of 
drawers, very full, tfani rea.ch: to my 
•&joeSi aad cpnqe^l the ^g^ fpore 
IMideftly th?n your petdcoatK. They 
,tfe of a thin rpf^ coloured d^jpaflc, bro- 
caded with fih'cr flowers. My ftoies are 
of white kid leather, eml>roi^i*cd with 
gold. Over this hangs my ifiwock, of a 
fine white filk gauze, edged with:em- 
brc^dery. This imock has .wide flcevc^ 
hanging half-way down* flte arm, and is 

clofcd 
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cteferf «t the mck with a diamond bot- 
tdn I buc the (hape ind colour of the 
bofbm. is very Well to hi diftinguiihcd 

through it. The jfniery is a waWl- 

ciDdX) made clofe to the fliape, of white 
aad gold damafk, ^ith very long fleeves 
faB'mg bijcki and fringed wich deep igpld 
frrnge, and ihduld have diamond or 
pdari buttons. My Ciajian^ of the fame 
ftuffwichtny drawers, is a robe exadlf 
fitted to my ihipe and reaching to iny 
feet, with very long ftrait failing fleeves. 
Over this is che girdle, of about four 
fingers broad, which, all that can afford 
it^ h^ve entirely of diamonds or other 
precious flones j thofe, who will not be 
ift that expence, have k of exquifitc 
icnnlbroidery on rfettin \ bat it muft be 
iaftened before with a clafp of dia^ 
inond5;--^-^«^The Gurdie is a loofe rdbe 
they throw off, or put on, according to 
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the weather, being of a rich brocade (mine 
is green and gold) either lined with 
ermine or fables -,. the fleeves reach very 
Kttle below the (boulders. The head- 
drefs is compofed of a cap, called Tal- 
pocky which is, in winter, of fine velvet 
tn)broidered with pearls or diamonds, 
and, in Ibmmer, of a light Ihining filver 
ftuflF. This is fixed on one fide of the 
head, hanging a little way down with a 
gold taffel, and bound on, either with 
a circle of dii^monds (as I have feen fcve- 
ral) or a rich embroidered handkerchief. 
On the other fide of the head, the hair 
is laid fiat ; and here the ladies are at 
liberty to fliow their fancies j fome put- 
ting flowers, others a plume of heron's 
feathers, and, in ftiort, what they 
pleafe ; but the mofl: general fafhion is, 
a large Bouquet of jewels, made like na- 
tural flowers, that is, the buds of pearl ; 

the 
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the rofes of different coloured rubies ; 
the jefamines of diamonds ; the jonquils 
of topazes, &c. fo well fet and enameU 
led, 'tis hard to imagine any thing of 
that kind, fo beautiful. The hair hangs 
at its full length bdiind, divided into 
treffes braided with pearl or ribbon, 
which is always in great quantity. I 
never faw in my life, fo many fine heads 
of hair. In one lady's, I have counted 
a hundred and ten of the trefles, all 
natural ; but it muft be owned, that 
every kiftd of beauty is more common 
here than with us. 'Tis furprifing to fee 
a young woman that is not very hand- 
fome. They have naturally the moft 
beautiful complexions in the world, and 
generally large black eyes. I can affure 
you with great truth, that the court of 
England (though I believe it the faireft 
in Chriftendom) does not contain fo 



tifmf h^mlei ^tsair^under our prntec- 
tion faei^ They genera] I7 Qapt tbeir 
fjyc'isrows^ and both Grodts and Tui^s 
have the cuftom of putting rbiKid their 
cyts a bhdc tlndure, dbot, .at diftaece, 
or by ^dle^ighc, adds tetytnadito 
ifte black?»efs iof the«m. I t»ncy many v£ 
bur ladies wdnM be orerjoycd to koow 
this fecret ; biit 'tis too vffibte-by^Jty. 
They dye their nails a rofe-rolour ; • bat 
1 own, I cannot enough acaiitom my- 
felf to this fafhion, to find any beauty 
in It. 

As to their morality or good conduft, 
I can fay, like Harlequin, that *ti$ jtfft 
as 'tis with you ; and the Turkifti ladies 
don't commit one fin the 4eft for iiot 
being Chriftiaos. Now that 1 am a lit- 
tle acquainted with their ways, I cannot 
fcrlwar admiring, either the earemplary 

difcretion, 
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difcredan, dr cMrcqae ikupidkf df aU 
tiie writers that h^ve given accounts of 
them. 'Tis very eafy to fee, they hav^ 
in reality more liberty than we have. 
No:wotnan> of what rank foever, is 
permitted to go into the ftrects withooc 
tsifQ Mftrlinsy one that covers her face, 
fill but bar eyes ; and another, that hides 
die whole dxdtk of her head, and hangs 
iialf way <k)wn her back. Their ihapes 
Arc alfo wholly concealed, by a thing 
they call a Perigee^ which no woman of 
any fort appears without ; this has ftraic 
flecvej, that reach to their fingers ends, 
and it laps all rouod them, not unlike a 
xiding-hood.. In winter, *tis of clothe 
A^ in ftimmer, of pjain (lufF or filk. 
You may guefi then, how efib^ually 
this difguifcs them, fo that thene is no 
diftinguiihing the great lady fiom bdr 
flavc. ' Tis impofliWe for the moft jea- 
VoL. II. D Viv^'^ 
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lous hufband to know his wife, when he 
meets her, and no man dare touch #r 
follow a woman in the ftreet. 

This perpetual mafquerade gives them 
entire liberty of following their inclina- 
tions without danger of difcovery. The 
moft ufual method of intrigue is, to fend 
an appointment to the lover to meet the 
lady at a Jews fhop, which are as noto- 
rioufly convenient as our Indian-houfes ; 
and yet, even thofe who don't make ufe 
of them, do not fcruple to go to buy 
penny-worths, and tumble over rich 
goods, whk:h are chiefly to be found 
amongft that fort of people. The great 
ladies feldom let their gallants know who 
they are ; and 'tis fo difficult to find it 
out, diat they can very feldom guels at 
her name, whom they have correfpond- 
ed with for above half a year together. 

You 
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You may eafily imagine the number of 
fiithful wives very fmall in a country 
where they have nothing to fear from a 
lover's indifcretion, fince we fee fo many 
have the courage to expofe themfelves to 
that in this world, and all the threatned 
punifliment of the next, which is never 
preached to the Turkifti damfels. Nei* 
ther have they much to apprehend 
from the rcfentment of their hufbands ; 
thofe ladies that are rich, having all 
their money in their own hands. Upon 
the whole, I look upon the Turkifli 
women, as the only free people in the 
Empire -, the very Divan pays a refpeft 
to them, and the Grand Signior him- 
felf, when a Bajfa is executed^ never 
violates the privileges of the Haram, (or 
womens apartment) which remains un- 
fearched and entire to the widow. They 
are Queens of their (laves, whom the 
D 2 Vvw^^^^ 



hulband has no p^miflion fo much as 
to look uppti, except it be an cdd womitt 
or two that his kdy chufcs. 'Tis true, 
their law permits them four wi^s, but 
there is no inftance of a man of quality 
that makes ufe of this liberty, or of a 
woman of rank that would fuflfer it. 
When a hultand happens to be incon- 
flant (as thofe things will happen) he 
keeps his miftrefs in a houfe apart, and 
vifits her as privately as he can, juft as 
'tis with you. Amongft all the great 
men here, I only know the Tefterdar 
(i. e. Treafurer) that keeps a number of 
fhe flaves, for his own ufe, (that is, on 
his own fide of the houfe, for a flave 
once given to ferve a lady, is entirely 
at her difpofal) and he is fpoke of as a 
libertine, or what we fhould call a rake -, 
and his wife won't fee him, though Ihc 
continues to live ia his houfe. Thus 

you 
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you fee, dear filler, the manners of 
mankind do not differ fo widely, as ©ur 
voyage writers would make us believe. 
Perhaps, it would be more entertaining 
to add a few furprizing cuftoms of my 
own invention ; but nothing feems to 
me fo agreeable as truth, and I believe 
nothing fo acceptable to you. I con- 
clude therefore, with repeating the great 
cruth ofmy being, 

Dear Sifter, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. 

To Mr. Pope. 

Adrianople^ April i, O. S, 

I DARE fay you cxpedt, at lead, 
fomething very new in this letter, 
after I have gone a journey, not under- 
taken, by any Chriftian, for Ibmc hun- 
dred years. The moft remarkable ac- 
cident that happened to me, was my be- 
ing very near over-turned into the He- 
brus ; and, if I had much regard for 
the glories that one's name enjoys after 
death, I fhould certainly be forry for 
having mifled the romantic conclufion 
of fwimming down the fame river in 
which the mufical head of Orpheus re- 
peated verfes, fo many ages fince : 



(( 
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" Caputacervicerivulfum^ 
*' GurgUe cum medio i portans Oeagrius Hebrus 
^* Foherety Euridken vox ipfayetfrtgida lingua 
'* jlh! miferam Euridicen ! anima fugiente 

*' vocabat, 
** Euridicen toto referebant fiundne ripa!^ 

Who knows but fomcof your bright wits, 
might have found it a fubjcft affording 
many poetical turns, and have told the 
world, in an heroic Elegy, that, 

A% equal wen our/ouls^ fo equal were our fata. 

I defpair of ever hearing fo many fine 
things faid of me, as fo extraordinary a 
death would have given occafion for. 

I am at this prefent moment writing 

in a houfe fituated on the banks of the 

Hebrus, which runs under my chamber 

window. My garden is full of tall 

D 4 cyprcfs 
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cyprcfs trees, upon the branches of 
which, feveral couple of true turtles are 
faying foft things to one another from 
morning till night. How naturally do 
houghs and vows come into my mind, at 
this minute ? And muft not you con* 
fefs, to my praife, that 'tis more than 
an ordinary difcretion, that can refift 
the wicked fuggeftions of poetry, in a 
place where truth, for once, furniflies 
all the ideas of paftoral. The fummer is 
already far advanced, in this part of the 
world ; and for fome miles round Adria- 
nople, the whol6 ground is laid out in 
gardens, and the banks of the rivers 
are fet with rows of fruit trees, under 
which all the mod confiderable Turks 
divert themfelves every evening, not 
with walking, that is not one of their 
pleafures ; but a fet party of them choofe 
out a green fpot, where the fhadc is very 

thick| 



[4t ] 
thick, and there they fpread a carpet, on 
which they fit drinking their coffee, and 
arc generally attended by fome flave with a 
fine voice, or that plays on fome inftru- 
ment. Every twenty paces you may fee 
one of thefe little companies, liftening . 
to the dafliing of the river ; and this 
taftc is fo univerfal, that the very gar- 
deners are not without it. I have 
often fecn them and their children 
fitting on the banks of the river, 
and playing on a rural inftrumcnt, 
perfeiEbly anfwering the defcription of 
the ancient Fijiula^ being compofed of 
unequal reeds, with a fimple but agree- 
able foftnefs in the found. 

Mr. AdSfGH might here make the 

experiment he fpeaks of in his travels -, 

there not being one in^rument of mufic 

* among 
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among the Greek or Roman Statues, 
that is not to be found in the hands of 
the people of this country. The young 
lads generally divert themfclves with 
making garlands for their favourite 
lambs, which I have often fccn painted 
and adorned with flowers, lying at their 
feet, while they fung or played. It is 
not that they ever read Romances. But 
thefe are the aocient amufements here, 
and as natural to them as cudgel -playing 
and foot-ball to our Britifti fwains ; the 
foftnefs and warmth of the climate for- 
bidding all rough exercifes, which were 
never fo much as heard of amongft 
them, and naturally infpiring a lazinefs 
and averfion to labour, which the great 
plenty indulges. Thefe gardeners arc 
the only happy race of country people in 
Turkey. They furnifli all the city with 

fruits 
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fruits and herbs, and feem to live very 
eafily. They are moft of them Greeks^ 
and have little houfcs in the midft of 
their gardens, where their wives and 
daughters take a liberty, not permitted 
in the town, I mean to go unveiled. 
Thefe wenches are very neat and hand- 
fome, and pafs their time at their looms 
under the ftiade of the trees. 

1 no longer look upon Theocritus as a 
romantic writer-, he has only given a 
plain image of the way of life amongft 
the peafants of his country ; who, before 
oppreffion had reduced them to want, 
were, I fuppqfe, all employed as the 
better fort of them are now. I don't 
doubt, had he been born a Briton, but 
his Idylliums had been filled with defcrip- 
tions of thrafhing and churning, both 
which are unknowh here, the corn being 

aJl 
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all trod out by oxen ; and bittter (I 
^ak it with forrow) unheard of. 

I read over your Homer here, with an 
infinite pleafure, and find feveral little 
paflages explained, that I did not before 
entirely comprehend the beauty of: 
Many of the cuftoms, and much of the 
drefs then in fafhion, being yet retained. 
I don't wonder to find more remains 
here, of an age fo diftant, than is to be 
found in any other country, the Turks 
not taking that pains to introduce their 
own manners, as has been generally 
praftifed by other nations, that imagine 
themfelves more polite. It would be too 
tedious to you to point out all the paf- 
fages that relate to prefent cuftoms. But 
I can affure you, that the Princeflcs and 
great ladies pafs their time at their looms, 
embroidering veils and robes, furrounded 

by 
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by their maids, which are always very 
nameroos, in the fame manner as we 
find Andromache and Helen defcribed. 
The defcription of the htk of Menelausy 
exaftly rcfcmbles thofe that are now 
worn by the great men, fattened before 
with broad golden clafps, and embroi- 
dered round with rich work. The 
fnowy veil, chat Helen throws over her 
face, is fifll fafiiionable y^ and I never 
fee half a dozen of o'd Baihaws (as I do 
very often) with their reverend beards, 
fitting feaflcing in the fun, but 
I fecoikd good King Priam and 
his cotinfeUors. Their manner of 
danciog is certainly the fame that Diana 
is fimg to have da-nced on the banks of 
Eurms. The great lady ftill leads the 
dancc» Jind is followed by a troop of 
young girls, who imitate her ftep*^» 
and, if ihe iings, make up the chorus. 
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The tunes arc extremely gay and lively^ 
yet with fomething in them wonderfully 
foft. The fteps are varied according to 
the pleafure of her that leads the dance, 
but always in exa6i: time, and infinitely 
more agreeable than any of our dances, 
at lead in my opinion. 1 fometime$ 
make one in the train, but am not fkil- 
ful enough to lead ; thefe are the Gre- 
cian dancesj the Turkifh being very 
different. 

1 fhould have told you, in the firft 
place, that the Eaftern manners give a 
great light into many Scripture-paflagcs, 
that appear odd to us, their phrafes be- 
ing commonly what we fhould call Scrip- 
ture language. The vulgar Turk is 
very different from what is fpoke at 
court, or amongfl the people of figure ; 
who always mix fo much Arabic and 

Pcrfian 
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Perfian in their difcourfe, that it may 
very well be called another language. 
And 'tis as ridiculous to make ufe of the 
cxpreflions commonly ufed, in fpeaking 
to a great man or lady, as it would be to 
fpeak broad Yorkfliire, or SomerfetftiirG, 
in the drawing-room, Befides this di- 
ftinftion, they have what they call, the 
fublime^ that is, a ftile proper for poetry, 
and which is the exaft Scripture ftile. I 
believe you would be pleafed to fee a ge- 
nuine example of this ; and I am very 
glad I have it in my power to fatisfy your 
curiofity, by fending you a faithful copy 
of the verfes that Ibrahim Bajfaj the 
reigning favourite, has made for the 
young Princefs, his contrafted Wife, 
whom he is not yet permitted to vifit 
without witnefles, though fhe is gone 
home to his houfe. He is a man of wit 
and learning ; and whether or no he is 
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capable of writing good v^rfe, you may 
be fure that, on fuch an occafion, he 
v^ould not want the affiftance c^ the bed 
poets in the Empire, Thus the vcrfcs 
may be looked upon as a fample of their 
fineft poetry, and I don't doubt you'll be 
of my mind, that it is mod wonderfolly 
refembling the 5^^ of Solomon^ which 
was alfo addrefied to a Royal Bride. 

Turkish Verses addrcffed to the 5«/- 
tana^ cldeft daughter of Sultan 

ACHMET III. 

STANZA r. 
Ver. ^'ir^HE Nightingale nonx) ^voanders im the whs; 
'• X Her fajjion is tofeek rofes^ 

2. I 'went doijon to admire the beauty of the njines ; 
fhe/weetne/s of your charms has ratified wtyJouU 

3, Your eyes are black and lovely 

But wild and difdainful as thofe of a flag ; 

STANZA 
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STANZA II. 
I. The njuijhed pojfejjion is delayed from day to day^ 
7 he cruel Su It an A c H m E t w/V/ not permit me 
7o/h thcfe cheeks y more n)er million than ro/es, 

2V / dare not /natch one of your kijfesy 

7 he J'weetnefs of your charms has ravijh^dmy 
foul. 

3. Tour eyes are black and lonely ^ 

But 'wild and dfdainful as thffe of a flag, 

STANZA III. 

1 . 7 he wretched Ib R a h i M fighs in thefe 'verfesy 
One dart from your eyes has fiercd thro* my 

heart, 

2. Ah ! when ivill the hour offofffjion arrive f 
Muft I yet nvait a long time P 

The fweetnefs of your charms has ra'vijhed my 
fouU 

3. Ah I Sultana! ftag-efd^^an angel amonifl 

angels \ 
I dejirey — and, my defire remains unfatisfed. 
Can you take delight to prey upon my heart ? 
Vol. II. E S T A. N X &w 
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STANZA IV. 
I • My tries fierci the betpvens ! 
My iyu an 'without Jktp ! 
Turn /• Mf| Su LT A N A — let me gaze on tby beauty, 

2. Mieu-^^^lgo down to the grofvem 
If you call me ■ / return. 
My heart is — hot as/ulphur i^^^Jigb and it tvill 



3. Creitm of my bfe, fair light of mf eyes i 
My Sultana ! tny Princefs ! 
1 rub my face againft the earth ; — / am drowtid 

infcalding tears -— / rave / 
Have you no campajjton ? wll you not turn te 
look upon me% 

I have taken abundance oF pains to 
get thefe verfes in a literal tranflation •, 
and if you were acquainted with my in- 
terpreters, I might fpare myfelf the 
trouble of affuring you, that they have 
received no poetical touches from their 
hands. In my opinioD, (allowing for 

the 
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the inevitable faults of a pro(e tranflacion 
into a language fo very different) ther« 
is a good deal of beauty in them* The 
epithet of /^^g^V (though -the found is 
DOC very agreeable in Engliih) pleafes 
me extremely \ and I think it a very 
lively image of the fire, and indifference 
in his niiftrefles eyes.—— — Monfieur 
BoikaUy has very juftly obferved, that 
we are never to judge of the elevation of 
an expreffion in an antient author, by 
the found it carries with us; fince it 
may be extremely fine with them, when, 
at the fame time, it appears low or un- 
coutli to us. You are fo well acquainted 
with Horner^ you cannot but haveob- 
ferved the fame thing, and you muft 
have the fame indulgence for all oriental 
poetry. The repetkkms at the end of 
the two firft Stanza's are meant for a 
fort qS Chorus^ and are agreeable to the 

E 2 a^tiR.w% 
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antient manner of writing. The mufic 
of the verfes apparently changes in the 
the third Stanza, where the burden is 
altered ; and I think he very artfully 
feems more palTionate at the conclufion, 
as *tis natural for people to warm them- 
fclyes by their own difcourfe, efpecially 
on a fubjedt in which one is deeply con- 
cerned 'y 'tis certainly far more touching, 
than our modern cuftom of concluding 
a fong of paffion, with a turn which is 
inconfiftent with it. The firft verfe is a 
defcription of the feafon of the year ; all 
the country now being full of Nightin- 
gales, whofe amours with rofes, is 
an Arabian fable, as well known 
here, as any part of Ovid amongft 
us, and is much the fame as if an 
Englifh poem (hould begin, by fay- 
ing, -'' i^ow Philomela ftngs.^^ Or 

what if I turned the whole into the 

ftilc 
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ftile of Englifli poetry, to fee how it 
would look ? 

S T A N Z A I. 

" "]^TO W Philomel renews her tender ftrain, 
X^ " Indulging all the night her pleafing 
pain; 

** I fought the groves to hear the wanton fing, 
•* There faw a face, more beauteous than the 
fpring, 

•* Your large flags-eyes where thoufand glories 

" play, 
" As bright, as lively, but as wild as they. 

S T A N Z A IL 
** In vain Vm promised fuch a Heavenly prize. 
** Ah ! cruel Sultan 1 who delay 'ft my joys ! 

** While piercing charms transfix my amorous 

'* heart, 
*' I dare not fnatch one kifs, to eafe the fmart« 

*« Thofe eyes like, &c. 

. E3 STANZA 
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S t A N Z A liL 

^ ¥bur wretched lover in thefe Uhti coAiftfslMto | 
** From thofe dear beludes rife his killing pains. 

<* When will the hour of wiOied for blifi arrive ? 
** Muft I wait longer >— Can I wait aUd life i 

" Ah ! bright Sultana ! Miid divinely fair ! 
" Can youy unpitying, fee the pains I bear ? 

STANZA IV. 
*« The Heavens relenting hear my piercing cries, 
*« I loath the light, and fleep forfakes my eyes, 
** Tom thee Sultana, 'ere thy lover dies ; 

'* Sinking to earth, 1 figh the lad adieu, 
•* Call me my Goddefs, and my life renew. 

<' My Q^een ! My Hhgel ! My fond heM'i deGrc. 
** I rave — diy bofefti bums with heavenly fire ! 
** Pity that paflion, which thy charms infpire. 

I have taken the liberty in the fecond 
Verie, of following what I ftippofe the 
true fenfe of the author^ though not 

literally 
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literally expreffed. By his faying be wenu 
down to admire the beauty of the Vines ^ 
and her charms ran)ifhed his foul. I un- 
derftand a poetical fidtion, of having 
firft feen her in a garden, where he was 
admiring the beauty of the fpring. But 
I could not forbear retaining the compa- 
rifon of her eyes with thofe of a ftag> 
though perhaps the novelty of it may 
give it a burlelque found in our language. 
I cannot determine, upon the whole, 
how well I have fucceeded in the tranfla- 
tion, neither do I think our Englifli 
proper to exprefs fuch violence of paffion, 
which is very fsldom felt amongft us. 
We want, alfo, thofe compound words 
which are very frequent and ftrong in the 
Turkifli language. 
> 
You fee I am pretty far gone in Orien- 
tal learning, and to fay truth, I ftudy 
E 4 very 
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rcry hard. I wifti my ftudics may give 
mc an occafion of entertaining your 
curiofity, which will be the utmoft ad- 
vantage hoped for from them, by. 

Yours, &c. 



L E T< 
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LETTER XXXL 
To Mrs. S. C. 

Adrianopk^ April r, O. S. 

IN mytcopinion, dear S. I ought 
rather to quarrel with you, for not 
anfwcring my Nimegucn letter of Au- 
guft, till December, than to excufe my 
not writing again till now. I am fure 
there is on my fide a very good excufe 
for filence, having gone fuch tirefome 
land-journics, though I don't find the 
conclufion of them fo bad as you feem to 
imagine. I am very eafy here, and not 
in the folitude you fancy me. The 
great number of Greeks, French, Eng- 
lifh and Italians, that are under our pro- 
tedlion, make their court to me from 
morning till night i and I'll affure you. 



axie, mafty of them, very fine ladies t 
for thdrc is no pttfTibiHty for a Chriftian 
to live eaGly under this government, 
but by the proi!8<ftion of an Amhaflador 
— and the richer they are, the greater is 
their dan^xtr. 
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1 Thofe dreadful flories you have heard 
of the Plague^ have very little foundation 
in truth. I oWn, I have much ado 
to reconcile myfelf to the found of a 
word, which has always given me fuch 
terrible ic'eas ; though I am convinced 
there is little more in it, than in a fever. 
As a proof of this, let me tell you, 
that we paffed through two or three 
towns moft violently infe<5ked. In the 
very next houfe where we lay, (in one of 
thofe [daces) two peribx^ died of it. 
Luckily for mcf, I was fo well received, 
that I knew nothing of the matter ; and 

1 was 
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t Was made believe, that ouf fccond 
cook, had only a great cold. However 
we kft our doftor to take care of him, 
and yefterday they both arrived here in 
good health ; and I am now let into the 
fccret, that he has had the Plague. 
There ate many that efcape it, neither is 
the air ever infcfted. I am perfuaded 
th^t it would be as eafy a matter to root 
it out here, as out of Italy and France \ 
but it does fo little mifchief, they are 
not very folicitous about it, and arc con^ 
tent to ifuffer this diftemper, inftcad 
of our variety, which, they are utterly 
unacquainted with. 

ApropSs of diftempers, I am going to 
tell you a thing, that will make you wifti 
yourfelf here. The fmallpox^ fo fatal, 
and fo general amongft us, is here en- 
dtely harmlefs, by the invention of en- 
2 grafting. 
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graftings which is the term they give 
it. There is a fet of old women, who 
make it their bufinefs to perform the 
operation, every autumn, in the hionth 
of September, when the great heat is 
abated. People fend to one another to 
know if any of their family has a 
mind to have the fmall pox ; they 
make parties for this purpofe, and 
when they are met (commonly fifteen 
or fix teen together) the old woman 
comes with a nut-fliell full of the 
matter of the beft fort of fmall -pox, and 
afks what veins you p!eafe to have 
open'd. She immediately rips open 
that, you ofF^r to her, with a large 
needle (which gives you no more 
pain than a common fcratch) and 
puts into the vein, as much matter 
as can lie upon the head of her needle, 
and ail:er that, binds up the little wound 

with 
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with a hollow bit of fhell, and in this 
manner opens four or live veins. The 
Grecians have commonly the fuperfti- 
tion of opening one in the middle of the 
forehead, one in each arm, and one on 
the breaft, to mark the fign of the crofs ; 
but this has a very ill eflfeft, all thefe 
wounds leaving little fears, and is not 
done by thofe that are not fuperftitious, 
who chufe to have them in the legs, or 
that part of the arm that is concealed. 
The children or young patients play to- 
gether all the reft of the day, and are in 
perfed health to the eighth. Then the 
fever begins to feize them, and they 
keep their beds two days, very feldom 
three. They have very rarely above 
twenty or thirty in their faces, which 
never mark, and in eight days time they 
are as well as before their illnefs. Where 
they are wounded, there remains running 

fores 
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.- fines during the diftemper, which I don'c 
doubt is a greit relief to it. Every year 
thoulaiids uodei^go this opeiatioB, and 
the Frendi Amhaflador bys pleaikntly» 
that they take die fmail-pox here by way 
of diverfioD, as they take the waters in 
others countries. There is no example 
of any one that has died in it» and you 
may believe I am well fatisfied of the 
fefety of this experiment, fince I intend 
to try it on my dear little fon. I am pa- 
triot enough to take pains to bring this 
ufeful invention into faihion in England, 
and I (hould not fail to write to fome of 
our Doftors very particularly about it, if I 
knew any one of them that I thought had 
virtue enough to deftroy fuch a confider- 
afelc branch of their revenue, for the 
good of mankind. But that diftem* 
per is too beneficial to them, not to ex- 
pofe to all their refentmcnt, the hardy 

wight 
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wight that fliould undertake to put an 
end to it. Perhaps, if I live to return, 
I may, however, have courage to war 
with them. Upon this occafion, admire 
the heroifm in the heart of, 

Your friend, &c. &c. 



L E T- 
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LETTER XXXII. 

To Mrs. T. 

Adrianofle^ April i, O. S. i7i8, 

CAN now tell, dear Mrs. T , 

that I am fafely arrived at the end of 
my very long journey. I will not tire 
you with the account of the many fa- 
tigues I have fufFered. You would ra- 
ther be informed of the ftrarige things 
that are to be feen here ; and a letter out 
of Turkey, that has nothing extraordi- 
nary in it, would be as great a difap- 
pointment as my vifitors will receive at 
London, if I return thither without atiy 

rarities to Ihew them. What fhall I 

tell you of ?■ You never faw camels 
in your life ; and perhaps the defcrip- 
tion of them will appear new to you ; I 

can 
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can afliire you, the firft fight of them 
was ib to me ; and though I have feen 
hundreds of piftures of thofe animals, I 
never faw any that was refembling 
enough, to give a true idea of them. I 
am going to make a bold obfervation, 
and poffibly a falfe one, becaufe no body 
has ever made it before me •, but I do 
take them to be of the ftag-kind 5 their 
legs, bodies, and necks, are exadtly 
Ihaped like them, and their colour very 
near the fome. 'Tis true, they are 
much lai^gbr, being a great deal higher 
than a horfe, and fo fwift, that, after 
the defeat of Peterwaradin, they far out- 
ran the fwifteft horfes, and brought the 
firft news of the lofs of the battle to 
Belgrade. They are never thoroughly 
tamed 5 the drivers take care to tye them 
one to another with ftroDg ropes, fifty 
in a ftring, led by an afs, gn which the 
Vol. II. F driver 
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driver rides. I have feen three hundred 
in one caravan. They carry the third 
part mort than any horfe j but *tis a par- 
ticular art to load them, becaufe of the 
bunch on their backs. They feem to 
me very ugly creatures, their heads be- 
ing ill formed and difproportioned to 
their bodies. They carry all the bur- 
dens ; and the beads deftined to the 
plough are buffaloes, an animal you are 
alfo unacquainted with. They are larger 
and more clumfy than an ox ; they have 
fhort thick black horns clofe to their 
heads, which grow turning backwards. 
They fay this horn looks very beautiful 
when 'ris well polifhed. They are all 
black, with very fhort hair on their 
hides, and have extremely little white 
eyes, that makes them look like devils. 
The country people dye their tails, and 
the hair of their forehead red> by way 
^ of 
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ofwmmcnt. Horfes are not put here 
to «iiy laborious wprk, nor are cbcy at 
all^ fit for it. They are beautiful atHJ fiiU 
<of ifpirit, i34K: geocraiiy little^ and nctf 
Itroiig, as the bceec} of colder countriies ; 
wry .gentle^ liomnrer, with all their vi- 
vacity!, and /alfi) Cft\£t and fure-footcd. 
I :baiie a littJp wliiice favoijiite^ that I 
would not part with on any terms ; he 
.prances under me with fo mucji fire, you 
would think that I had a great deal of 
.cojur^gcttodare mount him; yet Til afliire 
^ypu, I never rid a horfe fo much at my 
.command, in myjife. My fide-iaddle 
is the firft that was ever feen in this part 
of the world, and is gazed at with as 
much wonder, ^ the ftiip of Colu^ibus 
in thefirft difcovery of An>erica. He^t 
are fome little jbiirdf, held in a fort pf 
religious revenei|ce, . and for tbat reafon 
vindiDiply :pt9diffw^y jTurfids, on the 
F 2 accQM^x. 
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account of their innocence ; and Storcks^ 
becaufe they are fuppofed to make every 
winter the pilgrimage to Mecca. To 
fay truth, they are the hapfneft fubjeds 
under the Turkifh government, and are 
fo fenfible of their privileges, that they 
walk the ftrects without fear, and gene- 
rally build in the low parts of houles. 
Happy are thofe whofe houfes are fo 
diftinguifhed, as the vulgar Turks are 
perfeftly perfuaded, that they will not 
be, that year, attacked either by fire or 
peftilence. I have the happinefs of one 
of their facred nefts under my chamber* 
window. 

Now I am talking of my chamber, I 
remember, the defcription of the houfes 
here will be as new to you, as any of 
the birds or beads. 1 fuppofe you have 
read in mod of our accounts of Turkey, 

dutf 



[«9] 
that their houfes are the mod miferable 
pieces of building in the World. I can 
Ipeak very learnedly on that fubjeA^ 
having been in fo many of them ; and I 
aflure you, *tis no fuch thing. We are 
now lodged in a palace, belonging to the 
Grand Signior. I really think the man- 
ner of building here very agreeable, and 
proper fi3r the country. *Tis true, they 
are not, at all, folicitous to beautify the 
outfides of their houfes, and they are 
generally built of wood, which, I own, 
is the caufe of many inconveniencies ; but 
this is not to be charged on the ill tafle 
of the people, but on the oppreffion of 
the government. Every houfe, at the 
death of its mafter, is at the Grand 
Signior's difpofal, and therefore no man 
cares to make a great expence, which he 
is not fure his family will be the better 
for. All their defign is to build a houfe 

F 3 com* 



commodious, and that will laft their 
lives ; and they are very indifferent rf it 
falls down the year after. Every houfe, 
great and fmalf, is divided intatwcydi- 
flindl parts, which only join together by 
a narrow paflage. The firit houfe has a 
large court before it^ and open gadleries 
all round it, which i«, to nfle, a thing 
very agreeable. This gallery fcads to 
all the chambers, which are commonlj 
large, and with two rows of windows, 
the firft being of painted glafi ; they 
feldom build above two ftories, each 
of which has galleries. The flairs 
are broad, and not often above thirty 
fteps. This is the houfe belonging to 
the lord, and the adjoining one is called 
the Haraniy that is, the ladies apartment, 
(for the name of Seraglio is peculiar to 
the Grand Signior) it has alfo a gallery 
running round it towards the garden, to 

which 
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which all the windows are turned, and 
the fame number of chambers as the 
Other, but more gay and fplendid, both 
in painting and furniture. Thefecond 
raw of windows are very low, with 
grates like thofe pf convents, the rooms 
are all fpread with Perfian carpets, and 
raifed at one end of them (my chambers 
are raifed at both ends) about two foot. 
This is the Sopba^ which is laid with a 
richer fort of carpet, and all round it a 
fort of couch raifed half a foot, covered 
with rich filk, according to the fancy or 
nriagnificence of the owner. Mine is of 
fcarlet cloth with a gold fringe ; round 
about this are placed, {landing againft 
the wall, two rows of culhions, the firft 
very large, and the next little ones ; and 
here the Turks dilplay their greateft 
magnificence. They are generally bro- 
cade, or embroidery of gold wire upon 
F 4 white 
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white fattin — Nothing can look more 

gay and fplendid. Thefc feats arc 

alfo fo convenient and eafy, that I be- 
lieve I fhall never endure chairs as long 

as I live. The rQom§ are low, which 

I think no fault, and the ceiling is al- 
ways of wood, generally inlaid or paint- 
ed with flowers. They open in many 
places, with folding-doors, and fervc for 
cabinets, I think more conveniently than 
ours. Between the windows are little 
arches to fet pots of perfume, or bafkets 
of flowers. But what pleafes me beft, 
is the falhion of having marble fountains 
in the lower part of the room, which 
throw up feveral fpouts of water, giving, 
at the fame time, an agreeable coolnefs, 
and a pleafant dafhing found, falling 
from one bafon to another. Some of 
thefe are very magnificent. Each houfe 
has a bagnio, which confifts generally in 

two 
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two or three little rooms leaded on the 
top, paved with marble, with bafons, 
cocks of water, and all convenicncics 
for either hot or cold baths. 

You will perhaps be furprized at an 
account fo different from what you have 
been entertained with by the common 
voyage-writers, who are very fond of 
Ipeaking of what they don*t know. It 
muft be under a very particular charac-* 
ter, or on fome extraordinary occalion, 
that a Chriftian is admitted into the 
houfe of a man of quality, and their 
Harams are always forbidden grdund. 
Thus they can only fpeak of the out- 
fide, which makes no great appearance \ 
and the womens apartments are always 
built backward, removed from fight, 
and have no other profpedt than the 

gardens, 
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gardens, which are .enclofcd with very 
bigh walls. There is none of our par- 
terres in them ; but they are planted 
with high trees^ which give aa agree- 
able fhade, and, to my fancy, a plea* 
ling view. In the midft of the garden 
is the Chiojk^ that is, a large room, 
commonly beautified with a fine foun- 
tain in the midft of it. It is raifed nine 
or ten fteps, and enclofed with gilded 
lattices, round which, vines, jeffa- 
mines, and honey-fuckles, make a 
fort of green wall. Large trees are 
planted round this place, which is the 
fcene of their greateft pleafures, and 
where the ladies fpend moft of their 
hours, employed by their mufick or 

embroidery. In the public gardens, 

there are public Cbi^Jksj where people 
go, that are not fo well accommodated 

at 
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at home, and drink theif cofFoi; fhtrn 
bet, &c. Neither are they ignorant of 
a more durable manner of building j 
their Mofques are all of frecftone, and 
the publig Hannsj or Inns, extremely 
magnificent, many of them taking up 
a large fquare, built round with fliops 
under (lone arches, where poor arti- 
ficers are lodged gratis. They have 
always a Mofque joining to them, and 
the body of the Hann is a moft noble 
hall, capable of holding three or four 
hundred perfons, the court extremely 
fpacious, and cloifters round it, that 
give it the air of our colleges. I 
own, I think it a more reafonable 
piece of charity than the founding of 

convents. 1 think I have now told 

you a great deal for once. If you 
don't like my choice of fubjeds, tell 

me 
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me what you would have me w 
upon ; there is nobody more d 
rous to entertain you than, c 
Mrs. T— , 

Yours, &c. & 



LE 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
To the Countefs of . 

Adtiimopk^ April i8, O. S. 

1 WROTE to you, dear After, and 
to all my other Englifh correfpon- 
dcnts, by the laft fhip, and only Hea- 
ven can tell, when I (hall have another 
opportunity of fending to you ; but I 
cannot forbear to write again, though . 
perhaps my letter may lye upon my 
Jiands this two months. To confcfs 
the truth, my head is fo full of my en- 
tertainment yefterday, that 'tis abfolute* 
ly neceflary, for my own repofe, to give 
it fome vent. Without farther preface 
I will then begin my ftoiy. 

I was 



I was invited to dine with the Grand 
Vizierh lady, and it was with i great 
deal of pleafure I prepared myfelf for an 
entertaimncnt, which was never .before 
given to any Chriftian. I thought, I 
Aoald very little fatisfy her curiofity, 
Xwhich I did not doubt was a cpdfider- 
afaie motive to the invitation) by going 
in a drels Ihp was ufed to fee, and there- 
fore dreflfed myfelf in the oourt habit of 
Vienna, which is much more magnifi- 
cent than ours. However, I chofe to 
go incognito^ to avoid any difputes about 
ceremony, and went in a Turkilh coach, 
only attended by my woman, that held 
up my train, and the Greek lady, who 
was my interpretrefs. I was met, at the 
court-door, by her black Eunuch, who 
helped me out of the coach with great 
refpeft, and conduiScd me through 

feveral 
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fcveral rooms> where Iter fcc-(fevTe.% 
finely drcfled, were tanged on each fide. 
In the innermoft, I fouhd the 1^ fit- 
ting on her fofa, in a fable veft. -She 
advanced to meet me, and prefcntcd me 
half a dozen of her friends, with great 
civility. She feemed a very good 
woman, near fifty years old. I was fur- 
prized to obferve fo little magnificence in 
her houfe, the furniture being all very 
moderate ; and, except the habits and 
number of her flaves, nothing about her 
appeared expenfive. She guefied at my 
thoughts, and told me, fhe was no 
longer of an age to fpend either her time 
or money in fuperfluities j that her vyholc 
expence was in charity, and her whole 
employment praying to God. T**hcre 
was no aflfedation in this fpeech ; 
both fhe and her hulband are entirely 
given up to devotion. He never looks 

upon 
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upon any other woman; and what is 
much more extraordinary, touches no 
bribeSi notwithftanding the example of all 
his predeceflbrs. He is fo fcrupulous in 
this point, he would not accept Mr. 

W *s prcfcnt, till he had been aflur- 

ed over and over, that it was a fettled 
perquifite of his place, at the entrance 
of every Ambafladon She entertained 
me with all kind of civility, till dinner 
came in, which was ferved, one dilh at 
a time, to a vaft number, all finely 
drefled after their manner, which I don't 
think fo bad as you have perhaps heard 
it reprcfented, I am a very good judge 
of their eating, having lived three weeks 
in the houfe of an Effendi at Belgrade, 
who gave us very magnificent dinners, 
drefled by his own cooks. The firft 
week they pleafed me extremely ; but, 
I own» I then begun to grow weary of 
4 their 
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their tablcj and defircd our own cook 
mJgbt add a difh or two after our man- 
ner. But I attribute this cocuftom, and 
am very much inclined to believe that an 
Indian, who had never tafted of either, 
would prefer their cookery to ours. 
Their fauces are very high, all the roaft 
very much done. They ufe a great deal 
of very rich Ipice. The foop is ferved 
for the laft dilh j and they have, at 
Icaft, as great a variety of ragouts, as 
iwrc have. I was very forry I could not eat 
of as many as the good lady would have 
had me, who was very earned in ferving 
me of every thing. The treat conclud- 
ed with coffee and perfumes, which is a 
high mark of refpeft ; two flaves tned-, 
ing cenfed my hair, cloaths, and hand* 
kerchief. After this ceremony, flbe^ 
commanded her flakes to play and daoce^ 
urbich they did ifltb iSom guitars in their ' 
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hands, and (he excufcd to me their want 
of fkill, faying (he took no care to ac- 
complifh them in that art. 

I returned her thanks, and foon after 
took my leave. I was conduced back 
in the fame manner I entered, and would 
have gone ftrait to my own houfe, but 
the Greek lady, with me, earneftly fol- 
licited me to vifit the Kahya^s lady, fay- 
ing, he was the fecond officer in the 
Empire, and ought indeed to be looked 
upon as the firft, the Grand Vizier hav- 
ing only the name, while he exercifed the 
authority. I had found fo little diver- 
fion in the .Vizier's Haramy that I had 
no mind to go into another. But her 
importunity prevailed with me, and 1 am 
extremely glad, I was fo complaifant. 
All things here were with quite another 
air than at the Grand yizier^s ; and the 

very 
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Very houfe confcffed the difference be*, 
tween an old devotee, and a yoiing 
beauty. It was nicely clean and magni- 
ficent. I was met at the door by two 
black Eunuchs, who led me through a 
long gallery, between two ranks of 
beautiful young girls, with their hair 
finely plaited, almoft hanging to their 
feet, all dreflcd in fine light damalkst 
brocaded with filver, I was forry that 
decency did not permit me to flop to 
confider them nearer. But that thought 
was loft upon my entrance into a large 
room, or rather pavilion, built round 
with gilded falheSj which were mpft of 
them thrown up, and the trees planted 
near them gave , an agreeable fhadci 
which hindered the Sun from being 
troublefome. The jeflamines and honey* 
fuckles that twifted . round their trunks, 
fhed a foft perfuipe, increafcd by a white 

G 2 maLtbU 
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marble fountain playing fweet water 
in the lower part of the room, which 
fell into three or four bafons, with a 
pleafing ibund. The roof was painted 
with all forts of flowers, falling out of 
gilded balkets, that feemed tumbling 
down. On a Sofa, railed three fteps, 
and covered with line Perfian carpeu» 
iat the Kahya*s lady, leaning on cufhions 
of white fattin embroidered i and at her 
feet, fat two young girls about twelve 
years old, lovely as angels, dreflcd per- 
fcftly rich, and almoft covered with 
jewels. But they were hardly fcen near 
the fair Fatimay (for that is her name) 
fo much her beauty effaced every thing I 
have feen, nay, all that has bem called 
lovely either in England or Germany. I 
muft own, that I never faw any thing fo 
glorioufly beautiful, nor can I recolled^ 
a face that would have been taken notice 

of 
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of near her's; She ftood up to receirc 
me, faluting me, after their fafliion^ 
putting her hand to her heart with a 
fweetnefs full of majefty, that no cdurt 
breeding could ever give; She ordered 
cufhions to be given me, and took card 
to place me in the corner, which is the 
place of honour. 1 confefs, though thd 
Greek lady had before given me a great 
(pinion of her beauty^ I was ib ftruck 
with admiration^ that I could not, for 
fome time, f|>eak to her, being wholijr 
t^ken op in gazing. That furprizing 
harmony of features ! That charming 
refult of the whole ! That exaft profxif- 
tion of body ! That lovely bloom ot 
complexion unfuUied by art ! The Un-* 
utterable enchantment of her fmile ! -^-^^ 
But her eyes !— Large and black, 
with all the fofc languifliment of the 

G 3 blue ! 
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blue ! every turn of her face difcoverlng 
fomc new grace. 

After my firft furprize was over, I 
endeavoured^ by nicely examining her 
face, to find out fome imperfeftion, 
without any fruit of my fearch, but my 
being clearly convinced of the error of 
that vulgar notion, that a face exaftly 
proportioned, and perfeftly beautiful, 
would not be agreeable -, nature having 
done for her, with more fuccefs, what 
^pelles is faid to have eflfayed by a col- 
leftion of the mod exaft features to 
form a perfect face. Add to all this, a 
behaviour fo full of grace and fweetnefs, 
fuch eafy motions with an air fo majeftic, 
yet free from ftifFnefs or affeftation, that 
I am perfuaded, could fhe be fuddenly 
tranfported upon the mod polite throne 

of 
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of Europe, no body would think her 
other than born and bred to be a Queen, 
though educated in a country we call 
barbarous. To fay all in a word, our 
moft celebrated Englilh beauties would 
yanifli near her. 

. She was drefled in a Caftan of gold 
brocade, flowered with filver, very well 
fitted to her fhape, and (hewing to ad- 
vantage the beauty of her bofom, only 
fhaded by the thin gauze of her fhift. 
Her drawers were pale pink, her waift- 
coat green and filver, her flippers white 
fatin finely embroidered ; her lovely 
arms adorned with bracelets of diamonds, 
and her broad girdle fet round with 
diamonds ; upon her head a rich 
Turkifli handkerchief of pink and filver, 
her own fine black hair hanging a 
great length, in various trefles, and on 
G 4 one 



one fide of faer head fotne bodkios. oi^ 
jeweb. I am afraid you will accufe* me 
of extravagance in this defciiption. I 
thmk I have read foine where, dwtt 
women always fpeak m rapture, wftren 
they fpeak of beauty, and I tannot ima- 
gine why they (hould not be allowed to 
do fo. i rather think it a vatoe la be 
able to admire without any mixmi€ 
of dcfire or envy*^ The graved writers 
have fpoke with great warmth of Ibme. 
celebrated pidures and fiatues. Tho 
workman(hip of Heaven, certainly ex-> 
cells all our weak imitations, and I 
think, has a much better claim to ouv 
praife. For my part, I am not alhamed 
to own, I took more pleafure in look* 
sng on the beauteous Fatitna^ than tho 
fineft piece of fculpture could have given 
aie« She told me the two girls at hei 
^t were her daughters, though ihe ap- 
peared 
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peaitd too young ta be their mother^ 
Her fafe tnzid^ were ranged bebw die 
Sofa, to the number of twenty, and 
put me in mind'of the pifturesof the 
antii^t nymphs. I did not think all na*' 
tare could have furni&led fuch a {cent 
of beauty. She made thetif a fign go 
play and dance. FoUr of thcfti imme- 
diately begun to play fbme foft airs om 
mftrtimefflfs, between a lute and a gukar^ 
whkh they acconfrpani^d with their 
Tokes^, while the others danced by turns« 
This dance was very difierent from what 
I had feen before. Nothing could be 
-lafwre artful, or more proper to raife 

^er^ain ideas* The tones fo foft ! * 

The motions fo languilhing! — -— AcT* 
companied with paufes and dying eyes \ 
half- falling back, ^nd then recovering 
themfelvcs in fo artful a raaoner, that I 
»m vety pofitivja, the cokfcft and moft 

rigid 
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rigid prude upon earth, could not have 
looked Upon them without thinking 
of fometbing net to \bg ' /poke , of. 
— — r-I fuppofe' you may have read that 
the Turks have no mufic, but what 
is fliockingto the ears ; but this account 
is from thofe who never heard any but 
what is played in the ftreets, and is juft 
as reafonable, as if a foreigner ihould 
take his ideas of Engliih mufic, from 
the bladder and Jiringy or the marrow- 
bones and cleavers. I can aflure you, that 
the mufic is extremely pathetic; 'tis 
true, I am inclined to prefer the Italian, 
but perhaps I am partial. I am ac- 
quainted with a Greek lady, who fings 
better than. Mrs. Robinjon^ and is very 
well fkilled in both, who gives the 
preference to the Turkifh. *Tis cer- 
tain they have very fine natural voices, 
thefe were very agreeable. When the 

dance 
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dance was over, four fair flaves came 
into the room, with filver cenfors in 
their hands, and perfumed the air with 
amber, aloes-wood, and other fcents. 
After this, they ferved me coffee upon 
their knees, in the fined japan china, 
with foucoups of filver gilt. The lovely 
Fatima entertained me, all this whiles 
in the mod polite agreeable mariner, 
calling me often Uzelle Sultanamy orUhe 
Beautiful Sultana, and defiring my 
friendfhip with the beft grace in the 
world, lamenting that flie could not en- 
tertain me in my own language. 

When I took my leave, two maids 
brought in a fine filver baflcet of embroi- 
dered handkerchiefs ; flie beg'd I would 
wear the richeft for h?r fake, ^nd gave 
the others to my woman and interpretefs. 

■ I retired, thro* the fame ceremonies 

as 



as before, and could not help thinking, 
I had been (bme tioie in Mahomet*s pa« 
radife,- fo much I was charmed with 
what I had feea. I know not how the 
relation of it appears to you. I wifh it 
may give yon part of my pleafure j for I 
would have my.dear flfter Ihare in all the 
diverCons of^ 

\^ Yours, &c. &c» 
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LET T^E R XXXIV. 

To the Abbot * ■ ■ ■ ■ ». 

MrianopUf May 17, 0. S. 

I A M going to leave Adrignople, and 
I would not do it, without giving 
you fornc account of all chat is curious ia 
it, which J have taken a great deal of 
pains to fee, I will not trouble you 
with wife diflertations, whether or no thii 
h the fanie city, that was antiently called 
Orejiefit or Orejlej which you know bet- 
ter than I do. it is now called from 
the Eniperor, Jdrianj and was the Hrft 
European feat of the Turkifli Empire, 
and has been the favourite refidence of 
many Sultans. Mahomict the fourtht 
and MusTAPHA, the brother of the 
reigning Emperor, were fo fond of it, 
3 tKat 
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that they wholly abandoned Conflanti- 
nople, which, humour fo far exafperated 
the Janizaries, that it was a confiderable 
motive to the riebellions that, depofed 
them. Yet this man feems to love to 
keep his court here. I can give you no 
reafori for this partiality. 'Tis true, the 
fituation is fine, and the country all 
round very beautiful ; but the air is ex- 
tremely bad, and the Seraglio itfelf, is 
not free from the ill efFeft of it. The 
town is faid to be eight miles in compafs, 
I fuppofe they reckon in the gardens. 
There arc fomc good houfes in it, I 
mean, large ones ; for the architedure 
of their palaces never makes any great 
Ihew. It is now very full of people j 
but they are, moft of them, fuch as 
follow the court, or camp, and when 
they are removed, I am told *tis no po- 
pulous city. The river Marifza (an- 
2 tiently 
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tiently the Hebrus) oti which it isfituated,' 
is dried up every fummer, which contri- 
butes vefy much to make it unwhole- 
feme. It is now a very pleafant ftream. 
There are two noble bridges built over 
it. I had the curiofity to go to fee the 
Exchange in .my Turkifh drefs^ which is 
difguife fufRcieiit. Yet I own, I was 
not very eafy when I faw it crowded with 
Janizaries ; but they dare not be rude to 
a woman, and made way for me with 
as much refpeft, as if I had been in my 
own figure. It is half a mile in length, 
the roof arched, and kept extremely neat. 
It holds three hundred and fixty-five 
fhops, furnifhed with all forts of rich 
goods, expofed to fale in the fame man- 
ner as at the New Exchange in London. 
But the pavement is kept much neater, 
and the fhops are all fo clean, they feem 

jUft new painted. Idle people of all 

forts 



forts walk here tor diefr diverfiofi, ct 
zrwk tfaemielvcs with drioldng coSet^ 
or (hcxbtty which is cried about ^s 
oranges and fweet-meats are in our play* 
boufes. I obienred mod of the rich 
tradcfmcn were Jews. That people arc 
in incredible power in this country^ 
They have many privileges above all the 
natural Turks thexnfelves, and have 
formed a very confiderabk common* 
wealth here, being judged by their own 
laws. They have drawn the whole trade 
of the Empire into their hands, partly 
by the firm union amongft themiclves, 
and partly by the idle temper aiid want 
of induftry in the Turks. Every Bafla 
has his Jew, who is his ^* bomme d'af- 
*' /aires -," he is let into all his fecrets, 
and does all his bufinefs. No bargain is 
made, no bribe received, no merchan- 
dife difpoicd of, but what paflfes through 

their 
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their hands. They are the phyficians, 
the ftewards, and the interpreters of all 
the great men. You may judge how 
advantageous this is to a people who 
never fail to make ufc of the fmalleft ad- 
vantages. They have found the fecret 
of making themfelves fo neceffary, that 
they are certain of the proteftion of the 
court, whatever miniftry is in power. 
Even the Englifli, French, and Italian 
merchants, who are fenfible of their ar- 
tifices, are, however, forced to truft 
their affairs to their negotiation, nothing 
of trade being managed without them, 
and the meaneft amongft them being too 
important to be difobliged, fince the 
whole body take care of his interefts with 
as much vigour as they would tkofc of , 
the moft confiderable of their members: 
They are many of them vafUy rich, but 
they take care to make little public fhew 
Vol. II. H o^ 
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of it ; though they live in thdr (loofes 
in fbe mmo& luxury aad magnificence. 
This copious fifbjed has drawn vx from 
my defcription of the exchange, fquod- 
ed by JU Bajfa^ whofe name it blears. 
Near it is the Sberjki^ a ftreet qf a ipile 
in length, fuU of (hops of all kind of 
fine merchandife, but exceSiye dear» no- 
thing be^g made here, 1% is covered on 
the top with boards to keep out the rain, 
that merchants may meet conveniently 
in all weathers. The Befiten near it, is 
another exchange, built upon pillars, 
where all forts of horfe furniture is fold. 
Glittering every where with gold, rich 
embroidery and jewels ; it makes a very 
agreeable (hew. From this place I went, 
in my Turkilh coach, to the camp, 
which is to move in a few days to the 
frontiers. The Sultan is already gone to 
his tents, and all his court ; the zppai^ 
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anceof them is, indeed, very magnifi- 
cent. Thofe of the great men are rather 
like palaces than tents, taking up a great 
compafs of ground, and being divided 
into a Vaft number of apartments. They 
are all of green, and the Bafpfs of three 
iTails^ have thofe enfigns of their power, 
placed in a very conlplcuous manner be- 
fore their tents, which are adorned, on 
the top, with gilded balls, more or left, 
according to their different ranks, Th6 
ladies go in coaches to fee the camp, as 
eagerly as ours did to that of Hidr-^ 
Park ; but 'tis very cafy to obferve, 
that the foldiers do not begin the cam- 
paign with any great chearfulnefs. The 
war is a general grievance upon the peo- 
ple, but particularly hard upon the 
tradefmen, now that the Grand Signior 
is refolded to lead his army in perfbn. 
Etery company of them is obliged^ 

H 2 wY^^ 
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upon this occafioD, to xnalce a {mient 
according to thdr gbUUy. 

I took the (KUDs of nfiog at fix iotbe 
morning to lee the ceremopy, which did 
not however b^n till eight. The 
Grand Signiorwas at the Serag^o win- 
dow,, to lee the proceflion, which paiflEed 
through the principal ftreets. It was 
preceded by an Effcndi^ mounted on a 
cancel, richly furnifhed» reading aloud 
the Alcoran^ finely bound, laid upon a 
culhion. He was furrounded by a parcel 
of boys, in white, finging fome verfes 
of it, foUoweJ by a man drefled in 
green boughs, reprefenting a clean huf- 
bandman fowing feed. Aftcrr him (eve* 
ral reapers with garlands of ears of corn, 
as Ceres is piftured, with fcythes in their 
hands feeming to mow. ; Then a liitle 
machine drawn by oxen, in which was a 

wind- 
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Wind-mill, and boysf employed in grind- 
ing c6rn, followed by another machine 
drawn by biifFalb's carrying -an oven, 
and two more boys, one employed in 
kneading the bread, and another in draw- 
ing it out of the oven. Thefe boys 
threw little cakes on both fides amongft 
the crowd, and were followed by the 
whole company of bakers, marching on 
fbot, two by two, in their beft cloaths, 
with cakes, loaves, pafties, and pies of all 
forts on their heads, and after them two 
buffoons, or jack-puddings with their 
faces and cloaths fmeared with meal, 
who diverted the mob with their antic gef- 
turcs. In the fame manner followed all 
the companies of trade in the Empire ; 
the nobler fort, fuch as jewellers, mer- 
cers, &c. finely mounted, and many of 
the pageants that reprefent their trades 
pcrfedly magnificent; amongft which, 
H 3 that 
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thttt of the Furriers made one of the beft 
figures, being a very large machipe iet 
round with the fkin^of ennins, foxes, 
&c. fo well (luffed, that the aninuds 
feemed to be alive, and followed by muGc 
and dancers. I believe they were, upon 
the whole, twenty thoufand men, all ready 
to follow bis Highnefs if he commanded 
them. The rear was clofed by the 
volunteers, who came to beg the honour 
of dying in his fervice. This part of 
the (hew feemed to me fo barbarous, 
that I removed from the window upon 
the firfl: appearance of it. They were all 
naked to the middle. Some had their 
arms pierced thorough with arrows left 
flicking in them. Others had them 
flicking in their heads, the blood trick- 
ling down their faces. Some flafhed 
their arms with fharp knives^ making 
the blood fpring out upon thofe that 

flood 
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ftoo(j there ^ aixl this is looked upon as 
an cxprcflion of their zeil for ghty. I 
am told, that fome make ufe of it to ad- 
vance therr lovftj and when they are 
near the window, where their miftreft 
flands (all the women in town being 
veiled to fee this fpcftade) they ftick 
another arrow for her fake, who gives 
fome fign of approbation and encoun^;e- 
ment to this gallantry. The whole fhew 
lafted for near eight hours, to my great 
Ibrrqw, who was heartily tired, though 
I was in the houfe of the widow of the 
Captain Bajfa (Admiral) who refrelhed 
me with cofiee, fweetmeats, (herber, 
&c. with all polTible civility, 

I went two days after, to fee the 

Mofque of Sultan Selim L which is a 

building very well worth the curiofity of 

a traveller, I was dreifed in my Turkifii 

H 4 habitt 
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habit, and ' admitted without fcru^ i 
though I believe they guei&d who I was,: 
by the extreme officioufnefs of the door-- 
keeper, to (hew me every part of it. It 
is iituated very advantageoufly in the 
midft of the city, and in the highefl: 
part of it, making a very noble ihow. 
The firft court has four gates, and the 
innermoft three. They are both of 
them furrounded with cloifters, with 
marble pillars of the Ionic order, finely 
poliflied, and of very lively colours ; the 
whole pavement is of white marble, and 
the roof of the cloifters divided into 
feveral cupola's or domes, headed with 
gilt balls on the top. In the midft of 
each court are fine fountains of white 
marble ; and before the great gate of the 
Mofque, a portico with green marble 
pillars, which has five gates, the body 
of the Mofque being one prodigious 
6 dome. 
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dome, I underftand fo little of archi- 
tefturc, I dare not pretend to fpeak of 
the proportions. It fcemed to be very 
regular ; ;his I am fure of, it is vaftly 
high, and I thought it the iiobleft build- 
ing I ever faw. It has two rows of 
marble galleries on pillars, with marble 
baluftres ; the pavement is alfo marble 
covered with Perfian carpets. In my 
opinion, it is a great addition to its' 
beauty, that it is not divided into pews, 
and encumbered with forms and benches 
like our churches ; nor the pillars (which 
are moft of them red and white marble) 
disfigured by the little tawdry images, 
and piftures, that give Roman Catholic 
churches, the air of toy-fhops. The 
walls feemed to me inlaid, with fuch very 
lively colours, in fmall flowers, that I 
could not imagine what ftones had been 
madeufeof. But going nearer, I faw» 

they 
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ibtf were ctafted. with japatt cfaii», 
Which has si very beatittful tSt€t. In 
die midft hung a vaft lamp of filTer 
gilt ; befidcs whkh, I do tMly beliere, 
there was at ki^A two thodfaiid of a.ltfler 
fize. This mud look very ^orious 
when ihey are all l^ted v btit being at 
nighty lio women are fufiered to enter. 
Under the Wg^ lamp is a great pulpit 
of carved wood ^It, and juft by, a 
fountain to wafh, which you know is an 
eflential part of their devotion. In one 
corner is a little gallery enclofed with 
gilded lattices for the Grand Sigpior. 
At the upper end a large Niche^ very 
like an altar, raifed two Heps, covered 
with gold brocade, and Handing before 
it two filver gilt candlefticks, the height 
of a man, and in them white wax 
candles, as thick as a man's waift. The 
outfide of the Mofque is adorned with 

towers 



[ 107 ] 
towers vaftly high, gik on the top, from 
whence the Imaums call the people co 
prayers. I had the curiofity to go up 
one of theni, which is contrived fo att« 
foUy^ as to give furprize to all, that fee 
it. There is but one door, which lea(}s 
to three different ftair-caics, gdng to the 
three different ftories of the tower, in 
fuch a manner, that three priefts may 
afcend, rounding, without ever meeting 
each other ; a contrivance very much ad- 
mired. Behind the Molque, is an Ex- 
change full of (hops, where poorartifi* 
cers are lodged gratis. I faw (everal 
Derviies at their prayers here. They are 
drefled in a plain piece of woollen, with 
their arms bare, and a woollen cap on 
their heads, like a high crowned hat 
without brims. I went to lee fome other 
Moiques, built much after the fame man* 
ner, but not comparable, in pQint gf 

nuignificence. 
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magnificence, to this I have defcribed, 
which is infinitely beyond any church in 
Germany or England 5 I won't talk of 
other countries, I have not feen. The 
Seraglio does not feem a very magnifi- 
cent palace. But the gardens are very 
large, plentifully fupplied with water, 
and full of trees 5 which is all I know of 
them, having never been in them. 

1 tell you nothing of the order of Mr. 

W 's entry, and his audience. Thcfe 

things are always the fame, and have 
been lb often defcribed, I won't trouble 
you with the repetition. The young 
Prince, about eleven years old, fits near his 
father, when he gives audience ; he is a 
handfome boy, but, probably, will not 
immediately fucceed the Sultan, there 
being two fons of Sultan Mustapha 
(his eldeft brother) remaining -, the eldeft 

about 
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about twenty years old, on whom the 
hopes of the people are fixed. This reign 
has been bloody and avaritious, I am 
apt to believe they are very impatient to 
fee the end of it. I am, Sir, 

Your, &c. &c. 

?• S. I will write to you again from 
Conftantinople. 
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upon this occafion, to make a prelcnt 
according to their ability. 

I took the pains of rifing at fix in the 
morning to fee the ceremony, which did 
not however begin till eight. The 
Grand Signior was at the Seraglio win- 
dow, to fee the procelTion, which pafled 
through the principal flreets. It was 
preceded by an Effendi^ mounted on a 
camel, richly furnifhed, reading aloud 
the Alcoran^ finely bound, laid upon a 
cufhion. He was furroundcd by a parcel 
of boys, in white, finging fome verfes 
of it, foUoweJ by a man drefled in 
green boughs, reprefendng a clean huf- 
bandman fowing feed. Aft^r him fcve- 
ral reapers with garlands of ears of corn, 
as Ceres is pifturcd, with fcythes in their 
hands fceming to mow. Then a little 
machine drawn by oxen, in which was a 

wind- 
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wind-mill, and boys employed in grind- 
ing c6rn, followed by another machine 
drawn by buffalo's carrying -an oven, 
and two more boys, one employed in 
kneading the bread, and another in draw- 
ing it out of the oven. Thefe boys 
threw little cakes on both fides amongft 
the crowd, and were followed by the 
•whole company of bakers, marching on 
foot, two by two, in their beft cloathl, 
with cakes, loaves, pafties, and pies of all 
forts on their head^, and after them two 
buffoons, or jack-puddings with their 
faces and cloaths fmearcd with meal, 
who diverted the mob with their antic gef- 
tures. In the fame manner followed all 
the companies of trade in the Empire i 
the nobler fort, fuch as jewellers, mer- 
cers, &c. finely mounted, and many of 
the pageants that reprefent their trades 
pcrfeftly magnificent; amongft which, 
H 3 that 



[ 112 3 

fVe ami into this world ; we lodge and Wi 

depart j 
He never goesy that's lodged within my heart. 

The reft of our journey was through fine 
painted meadows, by the fide of the fca 
of Marmora^ the antient Proponris. 
We lay the next night at Selivrea^ an- 
tiently a noble town. It is now a good 
fea port, and neatly built enough^ and 
has a bridge of thirty two arches. Here 
is a famous antient Greek church. I had 
given one of my coaches to a Greek 
lady, who defired the conveniency of 
travelling with me ; (he defigned to pay 
her devotions, and I was glad of the 
opportunity of going with her. I found 
it an ill built edifice, fet out with the 
fame fort of ornaments, but lefs rich, as 
the Roman Catholic churches. They 

(hewed 
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ftood there i aix) thift is looked upon as 
an exprtflton of their zeftl for glory. I 
am told, that fome make ufe of it to ad- 
vance their love > and when they are 
near the window, where their miftrefi 
flands (all the women in town being 
veiled to fee this fpeftacle) they ftick 
another arrow for her fake, who gives 
fome fign of approbation and encourage- 
ment to this gallantry. The whole Ihew 
laded for near eight hours, to my great 
ibrrow, who was heartily tired, though 
I was in the houfe of the widow of the 
Captain Bajfa (Admiral) who refrefhed 
me with coffee, fweetmcats, (herber, 
&c. with all pofTible civility, 

I went two days after, to fee the 

Mofque of Sultan Selim I. which is a 

building very well worth the curiofity of 

a traveller, I wai drefled in my Turkifh 

H 4 habit. 
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luliit anj aLlivtituii without fcruple; 
thiuigli I LkIicvc tlicy giicHcd who I was, 
by the cxcuiiic oniciouinciii of the door- 
keeper, to flicw mc every part of it. It 
is titiutCLi very aJvantageoufly in the 
miJll ot the city, and in the higheft 
pare of it, making a very noble ihow. 
1'he fird court has four gates, and the 
innermoft three. 1 hey arc both of 
them furrounded with cloiders, with 
marble pillars of tl&c Ionic order, finely 
polUhed, and of very lively colours ; the 
whole pavement is of white marble, and 
rtie roof of the cloifters divided into 
icveral cupoia*8 or domes, headed with 
JC balls on the top. In the midft of 
^h court are fine fountans of white 
before the great gate of the 
^portico with green marble 
has five gates, the body 
^ue being one prodigious 
6 dome. 
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dome. I unJerftand fo little of archi- 
tcfturc, I dare not pretend to fpeak of 
the proportions. It feemed to be very 
regular *, this I am fure of, it is vaftly 
high, and I thought it the nobleft build- 
ing I ever faw. It has two rows of 
marble galleries on pillars, with marble 
baluftrcs •, the pavement is alfo marble 
covered with Perfian carpets. In my 
opinion, it is a great addition to its 
beauty, that it is not divided into pews, 
and encumbered with forms and benches 
like our churches ; nor the pillars (which 
are moft of them red and white marble) 
disfigured by the little tawdry images, 
and piftures, that give Roman Catholic 
churches, the air of toy-(hops. The 
walls fcemcd to me inlaid, with fuch very 
lively colours, in fmall flowers, that I 
could not imagine what ftones had been 

madeufeof. But going nearer, I favv 

they 
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LETTER XXXV. 

To the Abbot . 

Conftantinopkj May 29, O. S. 

I HAVE had the advantage of 
rery fine weather all my jouroeyy 
and as the fummer is now in its beautyt 
I enjoyed the pleafure of fine profpeds ; 
and the meadows being full of all (bits 
of garden flowers, and fweet herbs, my 
berlin perfumed the air as it prefled them. 
The Grand Signior furnifhed us with 
thirty covered waggons for our baggage, 
and five coaches of the country for my 
women. We found the road full of the 
great Spabis and their equipages coming 
out of Afia to the war. They always 
travel with tents ; but I chofe to lie in 
houlcs all the way. I will not trouble 
a YOU 
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you with the names of the villages wc 
pafled, in which there was nothing re- 
markable, but at CiorUij where there 
was a Conac^ or little SeragliOy built for 
the ufe of the Grand Signior, when he 
goes this road. I had the curiofity to 
view all the apartments deftined for the 
ladies of his court. They were in the 
midft of a thick grove of trees, made 
frelh by fountains \ but I was moft fur- 
prized to fee the walls almoft covered 
with little diftichs of Turki(h vcrfc, 
writ with pencils. I made my interpre* 
cer explain them to me, and I found 
feveral of them very well turned ; tho* 
I eafily believed hinit that they had loft 
much of their beauty in the tran- 
flation. One was literally thus in 
£ngli(h : 
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If^i ami into this ur§rU ; Wi hJ^e smJ wi 

Jfpart I 
He never g$es^ that's Mg'd wit hi ft my Uetrt. 

The reft of our journey was through fine 
painted meadows, by the fide of the iea 
of Marmora^ the antient Proponds. 
Wc lay the next night at Selivrea^ an- 
tiently a noble town. It is now a good 
fea port, and neatly built enough^ and 
has a bridge of thirty two arches. Here 
IS a famous antient Greek church. 1 had 
given one of my coaches to a Greek 
lady, who defired the conveniency of 
travelling with me ; (he defigned to pay 
her devotions, and I was glad of the 
opportunity of going with her. I found 
it an ill built edifice, fct out with the 
fame fort of ornaments, but lefs rich, as 
the Roman Catholic churches. They 

fliewed 
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flicwed me a faint's body, where I 
threw a piece of money ; and a picture 
of the Virgin Mary, drawn by the hand 
of St. Luke, very little to the credit of 
his painting ; but, however, the fineft 
Madoni rf Italy, is not more famous 
for her miracles. Tht Greeks have a 
tnonftrous tafte in their pidlures, which, 
for mere finery, are always drawn upon 
ft gold ground. You msy imagine what 
ft good^'air this has ; but they have no 
notkm either of fliade or proportion. 
They have a bifliop here, who officiat- 
ed in his purple robe, and fent me a 
candle almoft as big as myfelf for a pre- 
fent, when I was at my lodging. Wc 
lay that night at a town called Bujuk 
Cekmege^ or Great Bridge *, and the night 
following, at Kujuk Cekmege^ or Little 
Bridge, in a very pleafant lodging, for- 
merly a monaftery of Dcrvifcs, having 
Vol. U. I bt^oxt. 
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before it a large court, encompaflrd 
with marble cloifters, with a good foun- 
tain in the middle. The profpedt from 
this place, and the gardens round it, is 
the mod agreeable I have feen i and 
(hews, that monks of all religions know 
how to chufe their retirements. Tis 
now belonging to a Hogioy or School- 
mafter, who teaches boys here, I afkcd 
him to (hew me his own apartment, and 
was furprized to fee him point to a tall 
cyprefs tree in the garden, on the top of 
which was a place for a bed for himfdf, 
and a little lower, one for his wife and 
two children, who flept there every 
night. I was fo much diverted with the 
fancy, I refolvcd to examine his neft 
nearer ; but after going up fifty fteps, 
I found I had ftill fifty to go up, 
and then I mud climb from branch to 
branch, with fome hazard of my neck. 

I thought 
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I thought It therefore the beft way to 
come down again. 

We arrived the next day at Conftan- 
tinople J but I can yet tell you very little 
of it, all my time having been taken up 
with receiving vifits, which are, at lead, 
a very good entertainment to the eyes, 
the young women being all beauties, 
and their beauty highly improved by the 
high tafte of their drefs. Our palace is 
in Pera^ which is no more a fuburb of 
Conftantinople, than Weftminfter is a 
fuburb to London. All the Ambafla- 
dors are lodged very near each other. 
One part of our houfe (hews us the 
Port, the City, and the Seraglio, and 
the diftant hills of Afia, perhaps, all to- 
gether,, the moft beautiful profpeft in 
the world. 

1.2 Kc^xuvcv 



[ no] 

LETTER XXXV. 
To the Abbot . 

Conjiantinopk^ May 29, O. S. 

1HAVE had the advantage of 
Tcry fine weather all my journey, 
and as the fummer is now in its beauty, 
I enjoyed the pleafure of fine profpeds ; 
and the meadows being full of all forts 
of garden flowers, and fweet herbs, my 
berlin perfumed the air as it prefled them. 
The Grand Signior furnifhed us with 
tMrty covered waggons for our baggage, 
and five coaches of the country for my 
women. We found the road full of the 
great Spabis and their equipages coming 
out of Afia to the war. They always 
travel with tents ; but I chofe to lie in 
all the way. I will not trouble 
a you 
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you with the names of the villages we 
paOed, in which there was nothing re- 
markable, but at Ciorlcij where there 
was a Conacy or little Seraglio^ built for 
the ufe of the Grand Signior, when be 
goes this road. I had the curiofity to 
view all the apartments deftined for the 
ladies of his court. They were in the 
midft of a thick grove of trees, made 
frefh by fountains ; but I was mod fur- 
prized to fee the walls almofl; covered 
with little didichs of Turkifb verfe» 
writ with pencils. I made my interpre- 
ter explain them to me, and I found 
feveral of them very well turned j tho* 
I eaGly believed him* that they had loft 
much of their beauty in the tran- 
flation. One was literally ttius in 
En^liih : 

fVi 
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fFi ami into this world ; we loJ^i and Wi 

depart \ 
He nevtr goes^ that's hdg'd within my heart. 

The reft of our journey was through fine 
painted meadows, by the fide of the fea 
of Marmora^ the antient Proponds. 
We lay the next night at Selivrea^ an- 
tiently a noble town. It is now a good 
fea port, and neatly built enough^ and 
has a bridge of thirty two arches. Here 
is a famous antient Greek church. 1 had 
given one of my coaches to a Greek 
lady, who defired the conveniency of 
travelling with me ; (he defigned to pay 
her devotions, and I was glad of the 
opportunity of going with her. I found 
it an ill built ediBce, fet out with the 
fame fort of ornaments, but Icfs rich, as 
the Roman Catholic churches. They 

(hewed 



C i'3] 

flicwed me a faint's body, where I 
threw a piece of money ; and a pifturc 
of the Virgin Mary, drawn by the hand 
of St. Luke, very little to the credit of 
his painting ; but, however, the fincft 
Madoni rf Italy, is not more famous 
for her miracles. Tht Greeks have a 
tnonftrous tafte in their pidlures, which, 
for mere finery, are always drawn upon 
ft gold ground. You may imagine what 
ft good^'air this has ; but they have no 
notkm either of fliade or proportion. 
They have a bifliop here, who officiat- 
ed in his purple robe, and fent mc a 
candle almoft as big as myfelf for a pre- 
fent, when I was at my lodging. Wc 
lay that night at a town called Bujuk 
Cekmegij or Great Bridge *, and the night 
following, at Kujuk Cekmege^ or Little 
Bridge, in a very pleafant lodging, for- 
merly a monaftcry of Dcrvifcs, having 
Vol. II. I b^^oxt. 
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before It a large court, cncompaffcd 
with marble cloifters, with a good foun- 
tain in the middle. The profpcdt from 
this place, and the gardens round it, is 
the mod agreeable I have feen \ and 
(hews, that monks of all religions know 
how to chufe their retirements. *Tis 
now belonging to a Hogiaj or School- 
mafter, who teaches boys here. I alked 
him to (hew me his own apartment, and 
was furprized to fee him point to a tall 
cyprefs tree in the garden, on the top of 
which was a place for a bed for himfdf, 
and a little lower, one for his wife and 
two children, who flept there every 
night. I was fo much diverted with the 
fancy, I refolved to examine his neft 
nearer ; but after going up fifty fteps, 
I found I had flill fifty to go up, 
and then I mud climb from branch to 
branch, with fome hazard of my neck. 

I thought 
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I thought it therefore the beft way to 
come down again. 

We arrived the next day at Conftan- 
tinoplc ; but I can yet tell you very little 
of it, all my time having been taken up 
with receiving vifits, which are, at lead, 
a very good entertainment to the eyes, 
the young women being all beauties, 
and their beauty highly improved by the 
high tafte of their drefs. Our palace is 
in Pera, which is no more a fuburb of 
Conftantinople, than Weftminfter is a 
fuburb to London. All the Ambafla- 
dors are lodged very near each other. 
One part of our houfe (hews us the 
Port, the City, and the Seraglio, and 
the diftant hills of Afia, perhaps, all to- 
gether,, the moft beautiful profpeft in 
the world. 

I 2 Kc^xuvcv 
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A certain French author fays. Con- 
ftantinople is twice as big as Paris. Mr. 

W y is unwilling to own 'tis bigger 

than London, though I confefs it ap* 
pears to me to be fo •, but I don*t be- 
lieve 'tis fo populous. The burying 
fields about it are ceruinly much larger 
than the whole city. *Tis furprizing 
what a vad deal of land is loft this way 
in Turkey. Sometimes I have fccn 
burying places of (cvcral miles, belong- 
ing to very inconfiderable villages, 
which were formerly great towns, and 
retain no other mark of their antient 
grandeur, than this difmal one. On no 
occafion do they ever remove a ftone 
that fcrvcs for a monument. Some of 
them are coftly enough, being of very 
fine marble. They fct up a pillar with a 
carved turbant on the top of it, to the 
memory of a man \ and as the turbants, 

by 
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by their different (hapes, (hew the qua- 
lity or profeflion, 'tis in a manner put- 
ting up the arms of the deccafed. Be- 
fides, the pillar commonly bears an in- 
fcription in gold ktters. The ladies 
have a fimple pilUr, without other orna- 
ment, except thofe that die unmarried, 
who have a rofe on the top of their nrio- 
numcnc. The fepulchres of particular 
fanrrilies are railed in, and planted round 
with trees. Thofe of the Sultans, and 
fbme great men, have lamps conftantly 
burning in them. 

When I fpoke of their religion, I for- 
got to mention two particularities, one 
ci which I had read of, but it fcemed fo 
odd to me, I could not believe it ; yet 
'tis: certainly true ; that when a man has 
divorced his wife, in the moft folemn 
I 3 manner. 
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LETTE R XXXV: 

Td the Abbot — . 



Qmftaatin^U^ May 29, O. S. 

I HAVE had the adyantage of 
Tery fine weather all mf jouniey, 
and as the fummer is now in its beatityt 
I enjoyed the pleafure of fine prolpefb ; 
and the meadows being full of all (bits 
of garden flowers, and fweet herbs^ roy 
berlin perfumed the air as it preffid them. 
The Grand Signior furniflicd us ^th 
thirty covered waggons for our baggage^ 
and five coaches of the country fi>r vof 
women. We found the road full of tte 
great Spabis and their equips^es comii^' 
out of Afia to the war. They always 
travel with tents ; but I chofe to lie in 
houles all the way. I will not trouble 
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you with the names of the villagps we 
pafled, in which there was nothing re- 
markable, but at Ciorkij where there 
was a Conac^ or little Seraglio^ built for 
the ufe of the Grand Signior, when be 
goes this road. I had the curiofity to 
view all the apartments deftined for the 
ladies of his court. They were in the 
midft of a thick grove of trees, made 
frefh by fountains \ but I was mod fi^r- 
prized to fee the walls almofl; covered 
with little diftichs of Turkilh vcrfc, 
writ with pencils. I made my interpre- 
ter explain them to me, and I found 
feveral of them very well turned \ tfio*. 
I eafily believed him, that they had loft 
much of their beauty in the tran- 
flation. One was literally xhus in 
EngUfli : 

fVi 
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IFe c$mi into this world j we lod^e and wi 

depart ; 
He never goes^ that's lodged within my heart. 

The reft of our journey was through fine 
painted meadows, by the fide of the fea 
of Marmora^ the antient Propontis. 
Wc lay the next night at Selivrea^ an- 
tiently a noble town. It is now a good 
fea port, and neatly built enough, and 
has a bridge of thirty two arches. Here 
is a famous antient Greek church. I had 
given one of my coaches to a Greek 
lady, who defined the conveniency of 
travelling with me ; flie defigned to pay 
her devotions, and I was glad of the 
opportunity of going with her. I found 
it an ill built edifice, fet out with the 
fame fort of ornaments, but lefs rich, as 
the Roman Catholic churches. They 

fhewed 
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fliewed me a faint's body, where I 
threw a piece of money ; and a piClure 
of the Virgin Mary, drawn by the hand 
of St. Luke, very little to the credit of 
his painting ; but, however, the fineft 
Madoni of Italy, is not more famous 
for her miracles. The Greeks have a 
monftroiis tafte in tfieir piftures, which; 
for more finery, are ajways drawn upon 
a gold ground. You may imagine what 
ft good'^air this has -, but they have no 
notkm either of Ihade or proportion. 
They have a bifliop here, who officiat- 
ed in his purple robe, and fent me a 
candle almoft as big as myfelf for a pre- 
fent, when I was at my lodging. We 
lay that night at a town called Bujuk 
Cekmege, or Great Bridge ; and the night 
following, at Kujuk CekmegCy or Little 
Bridge, in a very pleafant lodging, for- 
merly a monaftery of Dervifcs, having 
Vol. II. I bt^w^ 
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before it a large court, encompaffcd 
with marble cloifters, with a good foun- 
tain in the middle. The prolpeft from 
this place, and the gardens round it, is 
the mod agreeable I have feen ; and 
fhews, that monks of all religions know 
how to chufe their retirements. 'Tis 
now belonging to a Hogia^ or School- 
mafter, who teaches boys here. I alkcd 
him to ftiew me his own apartment, and 
was furprized to fee him point to a tall 
cyprefs tree in the garden, on the top of 
which was a place for a bed for himfclf, 
and a little lower, one for his wife and 
two children, who flept there every 
night. I was fo much diverted with the 
fancy, I refolved to examine his neft 
nearer ; but after going up fifty Heps, 
I found I had ftill fifty to go up, 
and then I muft climb from branch to 
branch, with fome hazard of my neck. 

I thought 
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I thought It therefore the beft way to 
come down again. 

We arrived the next day at Conftan- 
tinople ; but I can yet tell you very little 
of it, all my time having been taken up 
with receiving vifits, which are, at leaft, 
a very good entertainment to the eyes, 
the young women being all beauties, 
and their beauty highly improved by the 
high tafte of their drefs. Our palace is 
in Pera^ which is no more a fuburb of 
Conftantinople, than Weftminfter is a 
fuburb to London. All the Ambafla- 
dors are lodged very near each other. 
One part of our houfe (hews us the 
Port, the City, and the Seraglio, and 
the diftant hills of Afia, perhaps, all to- 
gether,, the moil beautiful profpcft in 
the world. 

I 2 A.e^xx:^\tv 
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A certain French author fays. Con- 
JiantinopU is twice as big as Paris. Mr. 

W y is unwilling to own *tis bigger 

than London, though I confefs it ap- 
pears to me to be fo *, but I don^t be- 
lieve *tis fo populous. The burying 
fields about it are certainly much larger 
than the whole city. *Tis furprizing 
what a vafl: deal of land is loft this way 
in Turkey. Sometimes I have feen 
burying places of leveral miles, belong- 
ing to very inconfidcrable villages, 
which were formerly great towns, and 
retain no other mark of their antient 
grandeur, than this difmal one. On no 
occafion do they ever remove a ftone 
that fcrvcs for a monument. Some of 
them are coftly enough, being of very 
fine marble. They fet up a pillar with a 
carved turbant on the top of it, to the 
memory of a man •, and as the turbants, 

by 
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by their different (hapes, (hew the qua- 
lity or profeffion, 'tis in a manner put- 
ting up the arms of the deceafed. Be- 
fides, the pillar commonly bears an in- 
fcription in gold letters. The ladies 
have a fimple pillar, without other orna» 
ment, except thofe that die unmarried, 
who have a rofe on the top of their mo- 
nument. The fepulchres of particular 
fanrvilies are railed in, and planted round 
with trees. Thofe of the Sultans^, and 
fome great men, have lamps conftantly 
burning in them. 

When I fpokc of their religion, I for- 
got to mention two particularities, one 
of which I had read of, but it fcemed fo 
odd to me, I coutd not believe it ; yet 
^M certainly true ; that when a man has 
divorced his wife, in the moft folemn 
I 3 manner. 
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manner, he can take her again upon no 
other terms, than permitting another 
man to pafs a night with her ; and 
there are fome examples of thofe, 
who have fubmitted to this law, rather 
than not have back their beloved. The 
other point of doftrine is very extraordi- 
nary. Any woman that dies unmarried, 
is looked upon to die in a date of repro- 
bation. To confirm this belief, they 
reafon, that the end_of the creation of 
woman, is to encreafe and multiply, 
and that Ihe is only properly employed 
in the works of her calling, when (he 
is bringing forth children, or taking 
care of them, which are all the virtues 
that God expedts from her. And in- 
deed, their way of life, which fliuts them 
out of all public commerce, does not 
permit them any other. Our vulgar 

notion. 
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notion, that they don't own women to 
have any fouls, is a miftake. 'Tis true 
they fay, they are not of fo elevated a 
kind, and therefore muft not hope to be 
admitted into the Paradife appointed for 
the men, who are to be entertained by 
celeftial beauties. But there is a place of 
happinefs deftined for fouls of the inferior 
order, where all good women are to 
be in eternal blifs. Many of them arc 
very fuperftitious, and will not remain 
widows ten days, for fear of dying in 
the reprobate ftate of a ufelefs creature. 
But thofe, that like their liberty, and are 
not flaves to their religion, content 
themfelves with marrying when they are 
afraid of dying. This is a piece of 
theology, very' different from that, 
which teaches nothing to be more ac- 
ceptable to God, than a vow of perpe- 
I 4 tual 
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tual virginity: vrhich divinity b moft 
radonal^ I leave you to determine. 

I have already made fome pK^rda in 

a coUedion of Greek medals* Here aic 

. fevcral proftffed antiquaries, who aro 

ready to ferve any body that defires 

them. But you cannot im^ioe how 

they flare in my face, when 1 enqjuire 

about them, as if no bodji was permitted 

to f.ek after medals, till they vieie, 

grown a piece of antiquity themfelves* 

I have got foine very valuable on^s of 

the Macedonian Kings, particularly, one 

of Pe.rseus, & lively, I fancy I can fee. 

all his ill qualities in his face. I have a 

Porphyry head finely cut, of the. true 

Greek fculpture -, but who it reprefents, 

is to be gueffcd at by the learned when I 

return. For you are not to fuppofc thcfe 

antiquaries 
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antiquaries (who are all Greeks) know 
any thing. Their trade is only tp fell i 
they have correfpondents at Aleppo^ 
Grand Cairo, in Arabia and Palefiinej^ 
who fend them all they can find, and 
very often great heaps, that are only fit 
to melt into pans and kettles. They 
get the beft price they can for any of 
them, without knowing thofe that are 
valuable, from thofe that are not^ 
Thofe that pretend to Ikill, generally 
find out the image of fome Saint in 
the medals of the Greek cities. One 
of them,* Ihewing me the figure of 
a Pallas, with a viftory in her hand 
On a reverfe, aflured me it was the 
Virgin holding a crucifix. The fame 
man ofiered me the head of a So- 
crates, on a Sardonix ; and to en- 
hance the value, gave him the title of 
I Saint 
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Saint Auguftin. I have belpokc a 
mummy, which, I hope, will come 
fafe to my hands, notwithftanding the 
misfortune that befel a very fine one, 
defigned for the King of Sweden, 
He gave a great price for it, and 
the Turks took it into their heads, 
that he muft have fome confiderable 
projeft depending upon it. They 
fancied it the body of God knows 
who, and that the (late of their 
Empire myftically depended on the 
confervation of it. Some old pro- 
phecies were remembred upon this 
occafion, and the mummy committed 
prifoner to the Seven Towers, where 
it has remained under clofe confine- 
ment ever fince, I dare not try my 
intereft in fo confiderable a point, as 
the releafe of it ; but 1 hope mine 

will 
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will pafs without examination. I can 
tell you nothing more at prefcnt of 
this famous city. When I have looked 
a little about me, you fhall hear from 
me again. I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
To Mr. Pope. 

Belgrade-Village^ June 17, O. S. 

IH P E, bcfoie this time, you have 
received two or three of my letters. 
I had yoursbutyefterday, though dated 
the third of February, in which you 
fuppofe me to be dead and buried. I 
have already let you know that I am ftill 
alive ; but to fay truth, I look upon 
my prefent circumftances to be exaflly 
the fame with thofe of departed fpirits. 
The heats of Conftantinople have driven 
me to this place, which perfeftly an- 
fwers the defcription of the Elyfian fields. 
I am in the middle of a wood, confift- 
ing chiefly of fruit trees, watered by a 
vaft number of fountains, famous for 

the 
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the excellency of their water, and di- 
vided into many (hady walks, upon 
(horc grafs, diat feems to me artificial ; 
but, I am afliired, is the pure work of 
nature — within view of the Black-fca, 
from whence we perpetually enjoy the 
refreftiment of cool breezes, that make 
us infenfible of the heat of the fummen 
The village is only inhabited by the 
richeft amongft the Chriftians, who meet 
every night at a fountain, forty paces 
from my houfe, to fing and dance. The 
beauty and drefs of the women, exaftly 
refemble the ideas of the antient nymjAs, 
as they are given us by the reprefenta- 
tions of the poets and painters. But 
what perfuades me more fully of my de- 
ceafe, is the fituation of my own mind, 
the profound ignorance I am in, of what 
pafles among the living (which only 
comes to me by chance) and the great 

calmnefs 
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calmnefs with which I receive it. Yet I 
have flili a hankering after my friends 
and acquaintances left in the world, ac- 
cording to the authprity of that admir- 
able author, 

Thatfpirits departed are wonderous kind 
To friends and relations left behind, 
JVbich no body can deny. 

Of which folemn truth I am a dead in- 
ftance. I think Virgil is of the fame 
opinion, that in human fouls there will 
fiill be fome remains of human pafEons : 

Cur a non ipfa in morte relinquunU 

And 'tis very neceflary to make a per- 
fect Elyfium, that there Ihould be a 
river Lethe^ which I am not fo happy 
:is to find. To fay truth, I am fomc- 
times very weary of the finging and danc- 
ing. 
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ing, and funftiine, and wilh for the 
fmoke and impertinencies in which you 
toil ; though I endeavour to perfuadc 
myfelf that I live in a more agreeable 
variety than you do ; and that Monday^ 
fetting of partridges ; ^uejday^ reading 
Englifh ; Wednejdayy ftudying in the 
Turkifh language, (in which, by the 
way, I am already very learned ;) T^hurf- 
day^ claflical authors ; Friday^ fpent in 
writing ; Saturday^ at my needle, and 
Sunday^ admitting of vifits and hearing of 
mufic, is a better way of difpofing of the 
week, than, Monday at the drawingr 
room ; Tuefday^ Lady Mohun's ; Wed- 
nefday^ at the opera ; Thurfday, the play ; 
Friday^ Mrs. Chetwynd's, &c. a perpe- 
tual round of hearing the fame fcandal, 
and feeing the fame follies adled over 
and over, which here afFed: me no more 
than they do other dead people. I can 
4 now 
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now bear of difpleafing things with pkjr 
and wkhout indignation. The reflexion 
on the great guiph between you and me, 
cools all news ti^c come hither. I can 
neither be fenfibly touched with joy or 
grief, when I confider that, poffibly, the 
caufe of either is removed, before the 
letter comes to my hands. But (as I 
faid before) this indolence does not ex- 
tend to my few friendlhips ; I am ftill 
warmly fenfible of yours and Mr. Con- 
greve\ and defire to live in your re- 
membrance, though dead to all the 
world bcfidc. 

I am, &:c. &c. 



L E T- 



t "9 J 

LETTER XXXVII. 

To the Lady . 

Belgrade Village^ June 17, O; S. 

I HEARTILY beg your lady- 
fhip'? pardon ; but I really could not 
forbear laughing heartily at your letter, 
and the commiffions you are pleafed to 
honour me with. You defire me to buy 
you a Greek flave, who is to be miftrefs 
of a thoufand good qualities. The 
Greeks zxtfubjeSis and not Jlaves. Thofe 
who are to be bought in that manner, 
are either fuch as are taken in war, or 
flolen by the Tartars, from Ruffia, 
Circaffia or Georgia, and are fuch taifer- 
able awkward poor wretches, you would 
not think any of them worthy to be your 
houfc maids. 'Tis true, that many 
Vol. II. K thorfands 



thoufands were taken in the Morea ; but 
they hiVe been, moftofthem> redeem- 
ed by the charitable contributions of the 
Chriftians, or ranfomed by their own re- 
lations at Venice. The fine flaves, that 
wait upon the great ladies, or ferve the 
pleafurcs of the gncat men, are all 
bought at the age of eight or nine years 
old, and educated with great care to ac- 
complifli them in finging, dancing, em- 
broidery, &c. they are commonly Cir- 
caJ/ianSj and their patron never fells 
thfem, except it is as a puniQiment for 
fome very great fault. If ever they 
grow weary of them, they either prefcnt 
them to a friend, or give them their 
freedom. Thofe that arc cxpofed 
to fale at the markets, are always 
either guilty of fome crime, or fo 
entirely worthlefs, that they are of no 
ufe at all I am afiiud yoa will doubt 

the 
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the truth of this account, which, lo^n, 
is very different from our common no- 
tions in England ; but it is no lefs truth 

for all that. Your whole letter is full 

of miftakcs from one end to the other. 
1 fee you have taken your, ideas pf Tur- 
key from that worthy author B,umonty 
who has writ with equal ignorance and 
confidence., *Tis a particular pleafure 
to me here, to read the voyages to the 
Levant, which are generally fo far re- 
moved from tftith, and fo full of abfur- 
dities. I am very well diverted with 
them. They never fail giving you an 
account of the women, whom, 'tis cer- 
tain, they never faw, and talking very 
wifely of xhe genius of the men, into 
whofe company they are never admitted ; 
and very often defcribc Mofques^ which 
they dared not even peep into. The 
^Turi<s arc very proud, and will not con- 
K 2 verfe 
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verfe with a ftrangcr, they are not at 
fured is confiderablc in his own country. 
I fpcak of the men of diftindlion ; for, 
as to the ordinary fellows, you may 
imagine wliat ideas their converfadon 
can give of the general genius of the 
people. 

As to the Balm of Mecca^ I will cer* 
tainly fend you fome 5 but it is not fo 
eafily got as you fuppofe it, and I can- 
not in confcicnce advife you to make ufe 
of it. I know not how it comes t# 
have fuch univerfal applaufe. AH the 
ladies of my acquaintance at London 
and Vienna, have begged me to (end 
pots of it to them. I have had a prc- 
fcnt of a fmall quantity (which I'll af- 
fure you is very valuable) of the beft fort, 
and with great joy applied it to my focc, 
expefting fome wonderful eficdt to my 

advantage. 
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advantage. The next morning the 
change, indeed, was wonderful ; my 
face was fwelled to a very extraordinary 
fize, and all over as red as my Lady 
H— *s. It remained in this lament- 
able ftate three days, during which you 
may be fure I paffed my time very ill. I 
believed it would never be otherwife; 
and to add to my mortification, Mr. 

W y reproached my indifcrction 

without ceafing. However, my face is 
fince inftatu quo ; nay, I am told by the 
ladies here, that 'ris much mended by 
the operation, which I confefs I canqoc 
perceive in ,my looking- glafs. Indeed, 
if one was to form an opinion of this 
balm from their faces, one fliould think 
very well of it. They all make ufe of 
it, and have the lovelieft bloom in the 
world. For my part, I never intend to 
endure the pain of it again 5 let my com- 

K 3 plexioB 
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plexion take its natural courfe, and decay 
in its own due time. I have very little 
cfteem for medicines df this nature •, but 
do as you pleafe, Madam ; only remem- 
ber, before you ufe it, that your face 
will not be fuch as you will care to fliew 
in the drawing room for fome days after. 
If one was to believe the women in this 
country, there is a furer way of making 
one's k\f beloved, than by becoming 
•handfome, though you know that's our 
method. But they pretend to the know- 
ledge of fecrets, that, by way of en- 
chantment, give them the entire empire 
over whom they pleafe. For me, who 
am not very apt to believe in wonders, 
I cannot find faith for this. I difputed 
the point lad night with a lady, w!;o 
really talks very fenfibly on any other 
fubjevft ; but fhe was downright angry 
with me, in that ihe did not perceive flie 

had 



had perfuaded me jof thplrnth of forty ftp* 
ries flie told me ^f this kind ; aod# at laft^ 
mentioned fevieral ridiculbus marriages^ 
tha,t there could: be no other re^foh afr 
figned for. I ^ured her, that io England^ 
where we \s^e entirely ignora.nt of ^U 
xnagick, where i]jie clin>ate is not hajf 
fo warm, nor the wornen half fo haod- 
fomtj we.)yere aot without .our xidicii- 
lou6 marriages; and that we d^d not 
look upon it,., as any thing fuge^i^atura]^ 
when a man playied the foc^ fof;the f^ 
qf a wonfian. ; J?ut my argument* cQiri4 
not convince; her againft (as (he faid) 
her certain J^npwledge.' ^ T9 this ihp 
^addcd, thatijie fcrupled mf^ing.ure- c^ 
charms her/df;! but that f]i}e.;cQirld ^ 
it Y^heneyer Ihe pleafed j apd &^vmg 
jjie in my fa<;^ ,^id, (with.* ygfy^ learn- 
^ei^ .w) that; ng enchai^ents ^Q\Ud 
K 4 have 
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have their eSeds upon me, and that 
there were fome people exempt from 
thekr power, but very Asw. You may 
imagine how I laughed at this dif- 
courfe : but all the women are of the 
fame opinion. They don't pretend to 
any commerce with the devil, but only 
that there are certain compoficions 
adapted to infpire love. If one could 
fend over a fhip-load of them, I fancy 
it would be a very quick way of rai/ing 
an eftate. What would not fome ladies 
of our acquaintance give for fuch mer- 
chandize ? Adieu, my dear lady 1 

cannot conclude my letter with a fub- 
jcft that affords more delightful fccnes 
to the imagination. I leave you to 
figure to yourfclf, the extreme court 
that will he made to me, at my re- 
turn, if my travels Ihould furnifli 

me 
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me with fuch a ufcful piece of learn- 
ing, I am, dear Madam, 

Yguf, &c. &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIIL , 
To Mrt. T . 

Tera of Conjlantinopk^ Jan. 4, O. S. 

I A M infinitely obliged to you, dear 
Mrs. T , for your entertaining 

letter. You are the only one of my 
correfpondents that have judged right 
enough, to think I would gladly be 
informed of the news amongft you. All 
the reft of them tell me (almoft in the 
fame words) that they fuppofe I know 
every thing. Why they are pleafed to 
fuppofe in this manner, I can guefs no 
reafon, except they are perfuaded that 
the breed of Mahomel^s pigeon ftill fub- 
fifts in this country, and that I receive 
fupernatural intelligence. I wifli I could 
return your goodnefs with fome diverting 
2 accounts 
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accounts from hence. But 1 know not 
what part of thefcenes here would gratify 
your curiolity, or whether you have any 
curiofity at all, for things fo far diftant* 
To fay the truth, I am, at this prefent 
writing, not very much turned for the 
recolleftion of what is diverting, my head 
being wholly filled with the preparations 
neceflary for the increafe of my family, 
which I expeft every day. You may 
cafily gueis at my uneafy fituation. But 
I am, however, comforted in fome de- 
gree, by the glory that accrues to me 
from it, and a refledion on the con- 
tempt I fhould other wife fall under. 
You won't know what to make of this 
fpeech ; but, in this country, 'tis more 
defpicable to be married and not fruitful, 
than *tis with us to be fruitful before 
miarriage. They have a notion,' that 
whenever a woman leaves' off bringing 

forth 
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forthgchildrcn, Yis becaufe flic is too old 
for that bufinefs, whatever her face lays 
to tl)e contrary. This opinion makes the 
Jadies here (o ready to make proofs of thdr 
youth) (which is as neceflary in order to 
be a received beauty^ as it is to fhew the 
proofs of nobility, to be admitted Kmgbts 
of Malta) that they do not content 
•themfelves with ufing the natural means, 
but fiy to all forts of quackeries to avoid 
the fcandal of being paft child-bearing, 
and often kill themfelves by them. 
Without any exaggeration, all the 
women of my acquaintance have twelve 
or tliirteen children 5 and the old ones 
bDaft of having had five and twenty or 
thirty a piece, and are refpefted accord- 
ing to the number they have produced. 

• When they arc with child, *tis their 

common expreffion to fay, *Tbey hope 
Cod mil lefo mcrdful as tihfcndtbem two 

tUs 
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ibis time ; and when I have afkqd them 
fometimes, how they cxpefled to prof 
vide for fuch a flock as they defire ? 
They anfwer, that the plague will cer- 
tainly kill half of them -, which, indeed, 
generally happens without much concern 
to the' parents, who are fatisfied with 
the vanity of having brought forth (b 
plentifully. The French Ambaffadrefs 
is forced to comply with this falhion as 
well as myfelf. She has not been here 
much above a year, and has lain in once, 
and is big again. What is mod v/onder- 
ful, is, the exemption thcyfeem to en- 
joy from the curfe entailed on the Tex. 
They fee all company the day of their 
delivery, and at the fortnight's end re- 
turn vifits, fee out in their jewels and 
new cloaths. I wifh I may find the in- 
fluence of the climate in this particular. 
But I fear, I fliall continue an Engliflv 
3 woman 
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woman in that a(Gur, as well as 1 do in 
my dread of fire and plague, which are 
two things very little feared here, Moft 
families have had their houfes burnt down 
once or twice, occafioned by their extra- 
ordinary way of warming themfelvcs, 
which is neither by chimnies nor ftovcs, 
but by a certain machine called a Ten- 
dour^ the height of two foot, in the 
form of a table, covered with a fine car- 
pet or embroidery. This is made only 
of wood, and they put into it a fmall 
quantity of hot aflies, and fit with thcu" 
legs under the carpet. At this table 
they work, read, and, very often, fleep; 
and if, they chance to dream, kick down 
the Tendour^ and the hot alhes common- 
ly fet the houfe on fire. There were 
five hundred houfes burnt in this manner 
about a fortnight ago, and I have fcen 
feveral of the owners fince, who fccm 

not 
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not at all moved at fo common a misfor-^ 
tune. They put their goods into a Bark 
and fee their houfes burn with great phi- 
lofophy, thdr perfons being very feldom 
endangered, having no flairs to defcend. 

But having entertained you with things 
i don't like, 'tis but juft I fhould tell you 
fbmething that ple^fes me- The climate 
is delightful in the extremeft degree. I 
am now fitting, this prefent fourth of 
January, with the windows open, enjoy- 
ing the warm (hine of the Sun, while 
you are freezing over a fad fea-coal fire ; . 
and my chamber is fet out with carna- 
tions, rofes, and jonquils, frelh from 
my garden. I am alfo charmed with 
many points of the Turkifh law, to our 
Ihame be it fpoken, better defigned, and 
better executed than ours ; particularly, 
the puriilhment of convi^cd liars (trium- 
phant 
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phant criminals in our countr 
knows :) They are burht in the f( 
with a hot iron» when they are 
the authors of any notorious falfi 
How many white foreheads flic 
lee disfigured ? How many fine 
men would be forced to wear the 
as low as their eye-brows, were tl 
in pradice with us ? I fliould g( 
tell you many other parts of juftic 
I muft fend for my midwife. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
To the Countefs of — — ^. 

Pefa of Conftantinople^ March lo, O. S. 

I HAVE not written to you, dear 
lifter, thefe many months — a great 
piece of felf-denial. But I know not 
where to direft, or what part of the . 
world you are in. ' I have received no 
letter from you fince that fhort note of 
April laft, in which you tell me, that 
you are on the point of leaving Eng- 
land, hnd promife me a direftion for the 
place you ftay in -, but I have, in vain, 
cxpefted it till now, and now I only 
learn from the Gazette, that you are re- 
turned, which induces me to venture this 
letter to yqur houfe at London. I had 
rathei: ten of my letters fhould be loft, 
Vol. II. L tK^.^ 
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than you imagiiie I don't write ; ai 
think it is hard fortune, if one k 
don't reach you. However, I an 
folved to keep the copies, as teftinp 
of my inclination to give you, u 
utmoft of my power, all the dive 
part of my travels, while you are 
empt from all the fatigues and incc 
niencies. 

In the firfl: place then, I wilh yoi 
of your niece ; for I was brought tc 
of a daughter * five weeks ago. 1 1 
mention this as one of my diverting 
ventures •, though I muft own, tba 
not half fo mortifying here as in . 
land 'y there being as much differ 
as there is between a little cold ii 
head, which fometimes happens 

• The prefent Countefs of Bute. 



and the confumption cCftighs fo common 

in London. No body keeps their houfe 

* 
a month fon lying-in ; and I am not fo 

fond of any of our cuftoms, as to retain 
them when they are not neceflary. I re- 
turned my vifits at three weeks end, 
and about four days ago crofled the fea,. 
which divides this place from Conftanti- 
nople, to make a new one, where I had 
the good fortune to pick up many curio- 
fities. I went to fee the Sultana Hafiten^ 
favourite of the late Emperor Muftapha, 
who, you know, (or perhaps you don't 
know) was depofed by his brother, the 
reigning Sultan, and died a few weeks 
after, being poifoned, as it wa? gene- 
rally believed. This lady was, imme- 
diately after bis death, falu ted with an 
abiblute order to leave the Seraglio, and 
choofe herfelf a hufband among the great 
men at the Porte. I fuppofe you may 
L 2 imagine 
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imagine her pvei^oyixl, at diis propoial 
.— -Quite the contrai7.i— Thcfe wo- 
men, who are called aixl efteem them- 
felves Queens, look upon this liberty, 
as the greateil difgrace and afiront chat 
can happen to them. She threw herfelf 
at the Sultan's feet, and begged him to 
poignard her, rather than ufe his bro- 
ther's widow with that contempt. She 
rcprefcnted to him, in agonies of for- 
row, that fhe was privileged from this 
misfortune, by having brought five 
princes into the Ottoman family ; but all 
the boys being dead, and only one girl 
furviving, this ex^rule was not received, 
and fhe was compelled to make her 
choice* She chofc Bekir Effendi^ then 
fccretary of ftate, and above four-fcore 
years old, to convince the world that 
flie firmly intended to keep the row Ihe 
had made, of never fuSering a iccond 
2 huiband 
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htifband to approach bcr bed ; and Hnc^ 
Ihe muft honour fome fubjedt fo far, a^s 
to be called hrs wife, fbe wpuld chufe 
him, as a mark of her gratitude, fince 
it was he that had prefented her at the 
age of ten years to her laft lord. But 
fhe never permitted him to pay her one 
vifit ; though it is now fifteen years (he 
has been in his houfe, where fhe paflcs 
her time in* uninterrupted ndourning, 
with a conftancy very lutle knowji in 
Chriftendom, efpecially in a widow of 
one and twenty, for (he is now but 
thirty-fix. She has no black Eunuchs 
for her guard, her hufband being oblig- 
ed to refpeft her as a Queen, and not to 
enquire, at all, into what is done in her 
apartment. 

I was led into a large roon^ with a 

Sofa the whole length of it, adorned 

L 3 with 
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with white marble pillars like a Rui 
covered' with' pale blue figured velvet, 
a filver ground, with cufhions of 
fame, where I was defired to rq 
till the Sultana appeared, who had c 
trived this manner of reception to a^ 
rifing up at my entrance, though 
made me an inclination of her head, w 
I rofe up to her. I was very glad to 
ferve a lady that had been diftinguii 
by the favour of an Emperor, to wl 
beauties were, every day, prefented fi 
all parts of the world. But flie c'.i \ 
feem to me, to have ever been hal 
beautiful, as the fair Fatinm I fiw 
Adrlanople ; though Ihe had the 
mains of a fine face, more decayec 
forrow than time. But her drefs 
fomething fo furprizingly rich, tht 
cannot forbear dcfcribing it to you. 
wore a veft called Dualma^ v;h:ch 
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fers from a Caftan by longer fleeves, ' 
and folding over at the bottom. It was 
of purple cloth, ftrait to her fhape, and 
thick fet, on each fide down to her feet 
and round the fleeves, with pearls of the 
beft water, of the fame fize as their but- 
tons commonly are. You mufl not fup- 
pofe that I mean as large as thofe of my 
Lord , but about the bignefs of 

a pea ; and to thefe buttons, large loops 
of diamonds, in the form of thofe gold 
loops, fo common on birth-day coats. 
This habit was tied, at the waift, with 
two large taflels of fmaller pearls, and 
round the arms embroidered with large 
diamonds. Her fhift was faftned, at 
the bottom, with a great diamond, 
Ihaped like a lozenge ; her girdle, as 
broad as the broadeft Englifli ribband, 
entirely covered with diamonds. Round 

L 4 her 
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Iter neck fee wore three chains, which 
reached to her knees; one of large 
jwarl, at the bottom of which hung a 
fine coloured emerald as big as a turkey- 
tggi another, confiding of two hun- 
dred emeralds, clofe joined together, 
of the moft lively green, pcrfeftly 
matched, every one as large as a half- 
crown pieces and as thick as three crown 
fneccs, and another of fmall emeralds 
perfeftly round. But her ear-rings eclip- 
fed all the reft. They were two dia- 
monds fhaped exaftly like ' pears, as 
large as a big hazle-nut. Round her 
Talpoche fhe had four ftrings of pearl — 
the whiteft and moft perfeft in the world, 
at Icaft enough to make four necklaces, 
every one as large as the Duchefs 
of Marlborough's, and of the fame 
ihapc, faftned with two rofes, conQfting 

of 



of a large ruby for the middle ftone^ 
and round them twenty drops of clean 
diamonds to each. Befides this, her 
head-drefs was covered with bodkins erf 
emeralds and diamonds. She wore large 
diamond bracelets, and had five rings 
on her fingers (except Mr. Pitt's) the 
largeft I ever faw in my life. 'Tis for 
jewellers to compute the value of thefe 
things 5 but, according to the common 
eftimation of jewels in our part of the 
world, her whole drefs muft be worth a 
hundred thoufand pounds flerling. This 
I am fure of; that no European Queen 
has half the quantity, and the Emprefs's 
jewels, though very fine, would look 
very mean near hers. She gave me a 
dinner of fifty difhes of meat, which (af- 
ter their faftiion) were plaqed on the 
t^blc but one at a time, and was ex- 
tremely 
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tremely tedious. But the magnificence 
of her table anfwered very well to that 
of her drefs. The knives were of gold, 
and the hafts iet with diamonds. But 
the piece of luxury which grieved my 
eyes, was the table-cloth and napkins, 
which were all tiffany embroidered with 
filk and gold, in the fined manner, in 
natural flowers. It was with the utmoft 
regret that I made ufe of thcfe coflily nap- 
kins, which were as finely wrought as 
the fined handkerchiefs that ever came 
out of this country. You may be furc, 
that they were entirely fpoiled before 
dinner was over. Thcpcrbet (which is 
the liquor they drink at meals) was 
fcrved in china bowls ; but the covers 
and falvers mafly gold. After dinner, 
water was brought in gold bafons, and 
towels of the fame kind with the nap- 
kins, 
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kins, which I very unwillingly wiped my 
hands upon, and coffee was fcrved in 
china with gold Soucoups *. 

The Sultana feemed in a very good 

humour, and talked to me with the ut- 

« 

moft civility. I did not omit this op- 
portunity of learning all that I poffibly 
could of the Seraglio^ which is fo entire- 
ly unknown amongft us. She aflured 
me that the ftory of the Sultan's throw- 
ing a handkerchiefs is altogether fabulous ; 
and the manner, upon that occafion, 
no other than this : He fends the Kyjlir 
Aga^ to fignify to the lady the honour 
he intends her. She is immediately com- 
plimented upon it by the others, and led 
to the bath, where (he is^perfuHiCd and 
dreffed in the moft magnificent and be- 

* Saucers. 

coming 



coming mariner. The Emperor pit- 
cedes his vifit by a royal prefent, and 
then comes into her apartment : neither 
is there any fuch thing as her creeping in 
at the bed's foot. She faid, that the 
firft he made choice of, was always after 
the firft in rank, and not the mother of 
the eldeft fon, as other writers would 
make us believe. Sometimes the Sultan 
diverts himfelf in the comfiany of all his 
ladies, who ftand in a circle round him. 
And flie confefled, they were ready to 
die with envy and jealoufy of the happy 
Jhe^ that he diftinguiflied by any appear- 
ance of preference. But this feemed to 
me neither betttr nor worfe than the 
circles in moft courts, where the glance 
of the monarch is watched, and every 
fmile is waited for with impatience, and 
envied by thofe who cannot obtain it. 

She 
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She never mentioned the Sultan with- 
out tears in her eyes, yet Ihe feemed 
very, fond of the difcourfe. " My paft 
^^vhappinefs, fa\d Jl:e^ appears a dream 
"to me. Yet I cannot forget that I 
"was beloved by the greateft and moft 
^^. lovely of mankind. I was chofen? 
*'rfrom all the reft, to make all his cam- 
^^ijpaigns with him ; and I would not 
/'''furvive him, if I was not paflionately 
"fond of the Princefs my daughter. 
"; Yet all my tendernefs for her was 
^'- hardly enough to make me preferve 
*^ my life. When I left him, I pafled 
^ a whole twelve-month without feeing 
•^^the light. Time has foftened my 
*'• defpair 5 yet I now pafs fome days 
**' every week in tears, devoted to the 
** memory of my Sultan." There was 
no affcdation in thele words. It was 
eafy to fee ihe was in & deep melaoeholy^ 

tljiough 
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though her good humour made her will- 
ing to divert me. 

She afked me to walk in her garden, 
and one of her flaves immediately 
brought her a Pellice of rich brocade 
lined with fables. I waited on her into 
the garden, which had nothing in it re- 
markable but the fountains ; and from 
th.^nce, Ihe Ihewed me all her apart- 
ments. In her bed-chamber, her toilet 
was difplayed, confiding of two look- 
ing-glafles, the frames covered with 
pearls, and her night Talpoche fet with 
bodkins of jc'wels, and near it three vefts 
of fine fables, every one of which is at Icaft 
worth a thoufand dollars (two hundred 
pounds Englifh money). I don't doubt 
but thefe rich habits were purpofcly 
piaced in fight, though they feemed 
negligently thrown on the Sofa. When 

Itook 
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I took my leave of her, I yras compli- 
mented with perfumes as at the Grand 
Vizier's, and prefented with a very fine 
embroidered handkerchief. Her flaves 
were to the number of thirty, befides 
ten little ones, the eldeft not above feven 
years old. Thefc were the moft bcautir 
ful girls I ever faw, all richly dreffed ; 
and I obferved that the Sultana took a 
great deal of pleafure in thefe lovely 
children, which is a vaft expence ; for 
there is not a handfome girl of that age, 
to be bought under a hundred pound 
fterling. They wore little garlands of 
flowers, and their own hair, braided, 
which was all their h^ad-drefs ; but their 
habits were all of gold fluffs. Thefe 
ferved her coffee kneeling ; brought 

water when fhe wafhed, &c. 'Tis a 

great part of the bufinefs of the older 
flaves to take care of thefe young girls, 

to 



to learn them to embroider, and to fcrvc 
thefn as carefully as if they were chil- 
dren of the family. Now do you ima- 
gine I have entertained ' you, all this 
while, with a relation' that has, at Jeaft, 
received many embellifliments from my 
hand ? This, you will fay, is but too like 
the Arabian Tales — Thefe embroidered 
napkins ! and a jewel as large as a 

turkey's egg ? You forget, dear 

fifier, thofe very tales were written by 
an author of this country, and (except- 
ing the enchantments) are a real repre- 
fentation of the manners here. We 
travellers are in very hard circumftances. 
If we fay nothing but what has been faid 
before us, we are dully and we have ob^ 
ferved nothing. If we tell any thing 
new, we are laughed 2X z% fabulous and 
romantic^ not allowing either for the 
difference of ranks, which afford diffe- 
rence 
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rencc of company, or more curiofitjr^ 
or the change of cuftoms that happc;n 
every twenty years in every country. 
But the truth is, people judgp of tra- 
vellers, exa&Iy with the fame candour^ 
good nature, and impartiality, they 
judge of their neighbours upon all oc- 
cafions. For my part, if I live to re- 
turn amongft you, I am fo well ac- 
quainted with the morals of all my dear 
friends and acquaintances, that I am re« 
folved to tell them nothing at all to 
avoid the imputation (which their charity 
would certainly incline them to) of my 
telling too much. But I depend upon 
your knowing me enough, to believe 
whatever I ferioufly .aflert for truth ; 
though I give you leave to be furprizcd 
at an account fo new to you. But what 
would yoa fay ? if I told you, that I 
Vow II. M have 



have been 4n a Haram^ where the wintrr 
apartment was wainfcotted with inlaid 
work of 'mother of pearl, ivoryof difierenc 
colours, and olive wood, exaftly like the 
little boxes, you have feen brought out 
of this country ; and in whofe rooms dc-^ 
figncd for fummcr, the walls arc all 
crufted with Japan china, the* roofs gHt, 
and the floors fpread with the fined Per- 
iian carpets ? Yet there is nothing more 
more true ; fuch is the palace of my 
lovely friend, the fair Fatima^ whom I 
was acquainted with at Adrianople. I 
went to vifit hef yefterday ; and if pof- 
fible, fhe appeared to me handfomer 
than before. She met me at the door 
of hef chamber, and, giving me her 
hand with the beft grace* in the world ; 
you chriftian ladies (faid fhe with a fmilc, 
that made her as beautiful as an angel) 
4 1 have 
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have the reputation of inconftancy, and 

;I did not cxpcft, whatever gqodnefs you 

•cxprcfs*d for me at Adrianople, that I 

•fhould ever fee you again. But I am now 

convinced that I have realty the happi- 

nefs of pleafing you ; and if ybu know 

how I fpcak of you amohgft our ladies, 

you would be aflured, that you do me 

juftice in malting me your friend. She 

placed me in the corner of the fofa, and 

I fpent the afternoon in her converfation, 

with the greateft pleafurc in the world. 

The Sultana Hafifien^ is what one 

Avould naturally expeft^o find a Turkifh 
lady, willing to oblige, but not know- 
ing how to go about it -, and 'tis cafy to 
fee, in her manner, that (he has lived 
excluded from the world. But Fatima 
has all the politenefs and good breeding 
of a court, with-an air that infpires at 

M. 2 once 
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once, refpeft and tendernefs i andMir^ 
that I undeiHaod her language, I find 
her wit as agreeable as her beauty. She 
is Very dirious after the numners of other 
Countries, and has not the partiality fbr 
her own, fo common to little minds. A 
Greek that I carried with me, who had 
never feen her before (nor could have 
been admitted now, if ihe had not been 
in my train) Ihew'd that furprize at her 
beauty and manner, which is unavoid- 
able at the firft fight, and faid to me in 

Italian, " This is no furkijb lady^ 

" fie is certainly fame Cbriftian.^*' 
Fatima guefled flie fpoke of her, and 
afked what (he faid. I would not have 
told her, thinking fhe would have been 
no better pleafed with the compli^ 
ment, than one of our court beauties 
to be told, ihe bad the air of a Tkirk. 
• But 



But the Greek lady told k to her, and 
ihe fmiled, iaying, U is not the firfi 
time I have beard fo i fny mother was a 
Poknezej taken at tbejiege of Caminiee^i 
and my father ufed to rally me^ f^i^g^ 
be believed bis CbriJHan wife bad found 
fame Cbriftian gallant ; for that I bad not 

tbe air of a Turki/h girl. 1 affurM 

her, that if all the Turkifh ladies were 
like her, it was abfdutely ncccffary to 
confine them from public view for the 
repofe of mankind ; and proceeded to 
tell her, what a noife fuch a face, as 
hers, would make in London or Paris. 
/ can^t believe you^ replied (he agree- 
ably, if beauty was fo much valued in 
your eountryy as you fay^ they would 
never have fuffered you to leave it, 
— —Perhaps, dear filler, you laugh 
at my vanity ii^ repeating this cofnpU-* 

mentf 
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ment^ but I only do it, as I think it 
veiywdl tum'dy and give it you as an 
inftanoe of' the ipirit of her conver- 
lacion. Her boufe was magnificendy 
fumifhed^ and very well fancied i 
litr winter rooms being furnifh^d widi 
figured velvet on gold grounds, and, 
thofe for fummer, with fine Indian 
quilting embroidered with gold. The 
houfes of the great Turkifh ladies arc 
kept clean with as much nicety as 
thofe in Holland. This was fituated 
in a high part of the town \ and from 
the window of her fummcr aparcment, 
we had the profpe£l of the fea, the 

iOands and the Afian mountains. 

My letter is infenfibly grown fo long, 
I am afhamed of it. This is a 
very bad fymptom. 'Tis well if I 
don't degenerate into a down right 

(lory- 
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(lory teller. It may be, oup proverb, 
that knowledge is no burden^ may be 
true, as to one's felf ; but knowing 
too much, is very apt to make us 
troublefome to other people. 

I am, &c. &c. 



The End of the Second Volume. 
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